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Someone in authority must be reading Midland Mail, for since the dispatch ¢/
the last issue our mail has arrived shortly after 6,30 a.m. on most mornings.
However, the problem of mail from the Midlands, particularly that from Coventry,
taking three or four days to arrive still exists. What a pity the practice of
backstamping mail at intermediate offices no longer exists, as it might then be
possible to identify the source of the delays. I suppose that I should not
complain too much, for I recently received a letter from New Zealand four days
after it was posted.

I wonder if the approach of the 150th anniversary of the introduction of the
Penny Black, and Stamp World London 90 will stimulate any greater interest in
philately and postal history during the coming season. The choice of the
Alexandrs Palace as the venue for the international exhibition is interesting.
It appears to be a fair walk from the nearest tube station, but my Network
SouthEast map shows that there is a train service from Kings Cross and
Moorgate. For any masochists from the Midlands it is only a few miles from the
end of the Ml. Not a site, I imagine, which will attract the casual visitor. I hope
that I am wrong, but BPE failed to attract sufficient customers to what, I felt,
was a very pleasant and sccessible venue at the Wembley Conference Centre. 1
suppose that it all depends on the publicity that is given to the events.

SUBSCRIPTIONS * SUBSCRIPTIONS * SUBSCRIPTIONS % SUBSCRIPTIONS

Subscriptions are now due, so before you forget, get out your cheque book and pen.
and send a cheque for £5 to Trevor Clewley, 127 Queslett Road BHast, Streetly,
Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands B74 2AJ. That will ensure that you receive
further issues of this outstanding journal. (Well, that is no worse than some of
the claims I see made for various magsazines.)

G.B. POSTAL HISTORY

ALSO: Some Foreign, Ephemera, Post Boxes - etc.

Wants Lists - fcr specific items or for general
interests -~ will receive v personzl attertion

5 Staverton Rd, Daventrv

J I M H A M M u N n Northants. NN11 4HL.

Tel. Daventry (0227) 71842
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SEPTEMBER 30TH. - at Carrs Lane Birmingham. County Military Mail — nine sheet
displays by members. If you have nothing on this theme, please bring along nine
sheets on some other subject.

October 17-22. Autumn Stampex (BPE).

OCTOBER 28th. A joint meeting at Shrewsbury with the Shropshire Postal History
Society. James Grimwood-Taylor will give a display on the 1839 reforms, For
further details please contact Sheila Hart at Westhope, Lyth Bank, Shrewsbury.

November 25th. PBirmingham Philatelic Society Fair at the Birmingham and
Midland Institute.

DECEMBER 16th. Bass Museum, Burton-on-Trent. Victor Short will provide the
entertainment.

JANUARY 13th. - Carrs Lane, Birmingham. Christmas #ifts or Recent Acqguisitions
- nine sheet displays by members.

FEBRUARY 3rd. - Worcester Guildhall. The Annual Competitions. This meeting
will be held at the venue of the Three Counties Federation Annual Fair.

February €6-11. Spring Stampex.

MARCH 3rd. - Carrs Lane, Birmingham. Guest speaker, details to be annocunced
later.

APRIL 28th. - Carrs Lane, Birmingham. A.G.M. and Auction.
All meetings commence at 1.30 p.m.

The September and January meetings will be preceded by a Committee Meeting at
12.30 p.m. There will be a committee meeting in the morning before the AGM at a
time to be announced.
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M PHILATELIC

AUCTIONEERS OF FINE STAMPS,
COLLECTIONS,POSTAL HISTORY
AND ALL TYPES OF PHILATELIC MATERIAL

SITWELL STREET, DERBY DEI 2]P.

TELEPHONE: (0332) 46753
CATALOGUE SUBSCRIPTIONS
HOME < -~ = =« = 'E12
EUROPE - Letter Rate £20  Express £30
REST OF THE WORLD (By Air) - £25
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Mr. de Rousset—Hall writes:

‘"Your editorial in the May Bulletin asserts that the change in status of the Posat
Office at Ashby—-de-la-Zouch will result in longer queues.

This change 1s part of a national programme and the Post Office Users National
Council and, locally, the Leicestershire Post Office Advisory Committee have
been in discussion with the management of Post Office Counters Ltd with the
objective of ensuring that this does not happen. Indeed the office at Ashby
along with the other Lelcestershire office involved - Lutterworth - was
monitored during a POUNC survey earlier this year so that a "before and after"
comparison could be made.

Though the office will be relocated in the future, it remsins meantime in its
present location but the principal change is that it will cease to close at
lunchtime. Lunchtime closure of smaller Crown Offices has long been a mattter
of dissatisfaction, and the POUNC survey also highlighted the fact that queues
formed outside the Ashby office before it reopened after lunch and that the
subsequent rush of business caused an unacceptable length of queuing within
the office when it did reopen. The Lutterworth office will also remain open at
lunchtime in future.

Maybe, contrary to the anxieties expressed in the Bulletin, the Freeling spirit is
not dead.

Mr. de Rousset-Hall also says that he understands that an extension is being
built to the newsagent’s shop and that the new counter will have at least four
positions plus a parcels hatch. He also writes, concerning an item on the last
page of the last issue:

'"The delightful photograph 18 of Symond’s Yat Rock (Coleford, Glos) as opposed to

-SBymonds Yat (Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire). The difference is probably 1000ft.
vertlcally! I think that the office is actually in Glos but cannot be many yards
from the county boundary. I am not at all sure that Symonds Yat P.O. 18 still
open. S5.¥. Rock has a nice pre-war single circle date stamp.”

John Calladine confirms all this and adds that he was only testing the
detalled geographical knowledge of the readership!!

Harold Wilson writes:

"Having read about RSOs in the latest edition of the UDC book, I enclose & short
extract from my book on TPOs Pt2 which will probably be of interest to our
Gloucestershire readers."

GLOUCESTERSHIRE and the MIDLAND TPO

In January 1888 a sorter from Cheltenham began travelling from
Burton-on-Trent to Cheltenham to sort Cheltenham malil into sub-office bags in
order to speed up delivery at Cheltenham. He received a trip allowance of 3s 0d.
The northern starting point was socon altered to Tamwoiw.i and & sorter from
Gloucester was added to perform a similar service for Gloucester mail. In April
1890 the two provincial sorters were replaced by an additional sorter on the TPO
on a permanent basis andthe sub-offices at Andoversford, Hasleton, Northleach,
Frestbury, Winchcombe and Longhope became RSOs.
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With regard to the article on Rates of Postage (MMB89/13ff), Denis Salt points
out that there is an error in the paragraph numbered 1", the last line of which

should read:
"“"above 1 cunce each additional gquarter ounce is charged as a Single Letter."

(Editor’s Note: I was not trying to test anyone’s knowledge.)

Mr. Fieldhouse writes:

"I was interested in the query in Midland Mall 80, from Derek Woodhall regarding
the origin of the humble stamp pad, and I enclose a photocopy of a letter dated
29th. November 1708 from the Joint Postmasters General of the U.K. which was
sent to each of the postmasters of the s8ix British possessions in the West Indies
along with name stamps for their islands.

The instructions for constructing the 'stamp pads" are quite specific - very
much a DIY job for the postmasters. Whether similar instructions were issued to
prostmasters in the UK. and elsewhere, I do not know. The letter is shown in a
booklet '"The early Postal History of the British West Indies & North America' by
H.C. Westley, which was published by the Postal History Society in 1957. The
original source was the Falmouth Packet Letter Book, Vol.1 (Post 48).

Perhaps this throws just a little light on the matter.

29th November, 1705.

It being for Her Majesty’s Service in this Branch of the Revenue, that
all Letters to be sent for London be stamped with the name of the place
where they will be first put in. We have caused Stamps for each place to
be made and do, by this Mail send you two Stamps for your Island, with
which you are to Stamp all Leiters which shall be put in at your Office.

The best method of making use of them will be by nailing a piece of
Felt or Hat to a board and wet the same with ink, not too thin, whereby the
Stamp being moistened, will readily give an Impression to the Letters. We
are

Your affectionate Friends,
Joint Postmasters General Sir Robert Coitton
Sir Thomas Frankland

To

Mr. Thos. Wood at Jamaica

Mr. Alex. Sheen at Barbados

Mr. Richard Buckeridge at Antego
Col. Anty. Hodges at Montserat
Mr. Willm. Burt at Nevis

Mr. John Hilding at Xtopher

e e o e e
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MORE ON RUBBER HANDSTAMPS

As Chris Beaver mentioned in the last edition, these handstamps were
susceptible to damage if the incorrect lnk was used. This is borne out by the
following extract from the Post Office Circular of 16th. July 1889.

‘will be necessary to charge the Officers in fault with the cost of repairs due to their carelessness,

India Rubber Stamps—Misuse of.

Many india rubber stamps have lately been sent for repairs which would not have been needed if the
itamps had been properly ueed. The stamps especially referred to are ;— 5 L
‘ . (1) The Parcel Post Obliterating Stamp (see Circular 541), (2), the Postal Order Stamp used at
cortain Bub Offices which sell Postal Orders, but do nt transact Money Order buriness tee Circular 496), and
3), the Stamp used at Head Offices for marking undelivered letters and other postal packets returned direct to
the senders (see Circular 345). :

' With the first stamp a special obliterating fluid is supplied, with the second and third stamps a violet
‘coloured ink, and with all three #tamps a #pecial pad covered with brown silk.

Instead, however, of using the proper Huid and the proper pad with these rubber stamps, the Officers
in charge of them have frequenily used the ordinary stamping composition, and the ordinary greea baize pad
supplied for use with the metal date stamp only, The result has been that the rubber is softened, and the die
of tﬁa stamp destroyed. : .

In future, care must be taken to use the proper fluid and the proper pad in these rubber stamps, or it

The supplies of the proper fluids and puds are obtainable on application to the Controller of Postal
Btores in London, and the Sturkeepers in Edinburgh and Dublin,

It also shows that, whatever their subsequent uses, originally the intended
use of the '‘village rubbers' was the cancellation of Postal Orders. Circular 498,
which was published in 1888, announced the intention of selling Poatal Orders
at a number of offices which did not transact Money Order business. A list of
these offices was appended. During subsequent months they were all issued with
a, rubber handstamp.

The lefthand figure below shows the distortion that could occur. I think it is
the rubber of Thringstone; it was applied in black ink! The other, from Cheshire,
shows that the problem is still with us. Though since virtually all the marks
produced from modern rubbers are in black ink, it seems unlikely that the ink
caused the deterloration of this particular stamp. Incidentally, am I the only
peraon who is irritated by these 8o called generic postmarks e.g. Gloucestershire
and Northamptonshire? The place of posting could be anywhere in an area of
several hundred square miles,




It is strange how one discovery is followed by another of a simllar nature. A
few days after the dispatch of the last Mldland Mall, I was starting to delve
into Post 103 (Recelver General: Entry Books), hoping to find an answer to a
problem in my Lelcestershire research, when I came upon a page similar to that
shown in the article by Chris Beaver in MM60. It was headed "An Account of the
Incidents expended at the Post Offlce in One quarter ended at Ladyday 1703.",
and is shown opposite.

Several of the trades mentioned in the list reproduced in MM80/7 were to be
found here also. However there were additional entriea. I wonder how much beer
Mr. Manley supplied for £30% Very much more than it would buy in London today.

What did Mr. Wilson, the Scavenger, do for his £3.08.00. p.a..? More poorly paid was
Mr. Hester, the Ratcatcher. And then on the next line was:
To Mr Fra: Lambe his bill for Brasses and Stamps delvd 1 July 58.10.00

Further investigation revealed similar payments to Mr. Lambe beginning with
that for the Michaelmas quarter in 1700, and ending with that for Christmas
1713. From 1703 to 1708 there were two entries each year, for the quarters ending
on Lady Day and Michaelmas. In 1710 and 1711, Mr. Lambe presented a bill during
every quarter apart from that ending at Christmas 1711l. Thereafter they were
presented during the Midsummer and Christmas quarters. The bill for
Michaelmas 1707 was for wooden stamps only; all the others were for 'brasses
and stamps'. In some instances the date on which the goods were supplied is
given. Often there was a delay of several months between delivery of the stamps
and submisslon of the bill. This makes it difficult, apart from a few instances,
to ascertain when the work was done for a particular payment. However the
paymentis, to the nearest pound, for each year on the present calendar were:

1700 £6, 1701 £8, 1702 £7, 1703 £13, 1704 £11, 1708 £14, 1708 £15,
1707 £16, 1708 £15,1709 &£28, 1710 £15, 1711 £14, 1712 £13,1713 £32.

The reasons for the increased payments in 1709 and 1713 can only be a matter
for conJecture. The cost of the stamps and brasses supplied by Mr. Lambe in the
period 24th. April - 29th. September was £20.09.00. Willcocks states that from
1713, the Inland Office reversed the months and date on the Bishopmarks. Did Mr.
Lambe supply the new stamps? I could not find any further entries of a similar
nature in adjacent volumes in this Post Number, but I am sure that this is not
the last word in this particular series.

Finally, what is probably a silly question, but can anyone tell me 1f the date
on the Bishopmarks, used before 1787, was moveable, or was there a different
handstamp for each day of the year?

Rk Kk

G.B. COVERS

Do you see my lists of GB cover material? If you don't and are a member

of The Midland (GB) Postal History Society, you should! They contain a wide

selection of interesting and unusua! items - county material, difficult values

and rates- from 1840 to date. Send for a copy of my latest list today. All

'"Wants Lists' for specific items or county material will receive my personal
attention.

ROGER HUDSOH @ COVENTRY CV6 6NF

3 Phone: 0203 686613
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) 52 OROUGH " TONS"'

by Ted Coles

Illustrated below are copies of two "skeletons' which I have found. Both were
used in March 1903, the first, which is 30 mm in diameter with the letters AK at
the foot, on the 10th., and the second, which 1s 32 mm in dlameter with the letters
BM, on the 17th. Both are to the same addressee and appear to have originated at
Crowland. I have a 1911 P.O. Gulde which 1lists a number of offices in
Peterborough but none which fit those initials, although there is no reason why
the cards would have gone to a sub-office. Could it be that the letters were to
identify the two different datestamps in use at the same time? On page 47 of
“English and Welsh Postmarks since 1840", Mackay illustrates a Peterborough
"skeleton’’, dated 4 December 1899, with the letters AE at the foot which he states
were inserted erroneously. Surely three such instances indicates that the
insertion was deliberate policy.

Perhaps our Northamptonshire members already have the answer.

POST CARD.

THE Albitkss YO TE WLLI YRS oM 1001~ SI[DE.

POST CARD.

THE ADNLESS TO DE WHIIIEN ON Ti= sIDE.
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Further detalls concerning the extra halfpenny charged on letters at Rugby,
previously mentloned in MMB8/9, are to be found in a report of 1794 (Post
40/33C/1794). According to Hlizabeth Miller, the then postmistress, when the
office was opened by her father, one penny was allowed on each letter and
newspaper carried between Rugby and Dunchurch. However sometime previously
the extra penny charged on letters had been reduced to one halfpenny by an
order of Mr. Saverland, the surveyor. Since newspapers were not mentioned in
that order the extra penny had contlnued to be levied on them, but the
inhabitants had now refused to pay that charge. She estimated that these extra
charges, for which she sent to Dunchurch twlce a day, ralsed between £20 and
£30 p.a. But she expected it to get less as 'the school is of late a great deal less
than it was and is still decreasing." It should be remembered that at that time
conditions in the public schools were often anarchic. At Rugby in 1797, the hoys
blew up the door of the headmaster’s study with gunpowder. Soldiers had to be
called and the riot act was read.

Mr. Saverland reported that Mrs. Miller’s account was nearly correct, except
that she still took one penny on the ''Cross—-Road Letters'. The reason for the
extra charge on letters being reduced to a halfpenny was that he had discovered
that it was more than 80 miles from London to Dunchurch. Thus Mr. Palmer had
ordered that the London letters should be taxed 5d. instead of 4d. In about 1789
the inhabitants of Rugby had complained that, with the extrs penny, they had
to pay 6d. for their London letters. Consequently Palmer had asked him to go to
Rugby to see a Mr. Caldecote who was the chief complainant. Mr. Caldecote had
denied that it was 80 miles from London to the inn at Dunchurch where the bag
was dropped, as the 80 milestone stood on the Coventry side of the ilnn. However
Mr. Saverland had happened to be passing that way when he came across some
labourers removing, by Mr. Caldecote’s directions, the stone from the London side
of the inn. When Mr. Caldecote was informed that the distance was not measured
from the Post Office (I believe it was from Hicks Hall in Smithfield), he withdrew
his objection to the legality of the 5d. rate. However he declared that he was not
prepared to pay the extra penny, but he eventually agreed to pay one halfpenny.

Freeling recommended that the postmistress be paid an allowance of £10 p.a.
for sending twice a day to Dunchurch provided that she stopped charging 1d. on
newspapers. He also commented that when the office was opened at Rugby it had
been agreed that it should not be any expense to the Revenue, "which was done
with the view of preserving to the Deputy & gratuity upon the delivery of each
letter which under other circumstances a litigous person might have contested."

Sixteen years later, the postmistress still received the allowance of £10 p.a.
and charged an extra halfpenny on each letter. However, in 1810, four bags were
made up at Rugby for Northampton, Daventry, Coventry and London. This
information is contained in a report (Post 40/76S5/1810) concerned with
Dunchurch becoming a post—town.

A mailcoach from London passed through Dunchurch, but since 1t was not a
post-town it did not receive its letters from Daventry and Coventry until the
day after they had arrived at those towns. The only solution was to make
Dunchurch a post-town ''with London & Bye Bags'. Although its revenue of £80 -
£90 p.a. did not justify this, that of Rugby was in the region of £600 p.a.,, and it
was not possible to provide a better service to that place unless a 'principal
office" was established at Dunchurch. The bye bags from Rugby were replaced by
one to Dunchurch. A salary of £20 p.a. was recommended for the postmaster at
Dunchurch, but there was to be no addition to the £10 paid to the postmistress at
Rugby 'unless the inhabltants refuse a halfpenny upon each letter as at
present."

RKAKEKK



681/10

THE CASE OF THE MISSING MAIL BAG

It was dark and stormy at about 68 p.m. on the evening of 7th. November 1828 as
James Daken, the guard on the Manchester to London mallcoach, sounded his
horn to warn Mr. Smith, the receiver at Cavendish Bridge, of the approach of the
coach. He saw Mr. Smith coming out of his house with the Loughborough bag, and
then threw down the bag, which had been made up at Derby, near Mr. Smith’s door.

However the coach was travelling so fast that Mr. Smith was forced to run with
it for about sixty yards before he could deliver his bag to the guard. It was no
more than a minute or so before Mr. Smith was back at the poini where the bag
had been thrown down, but he could not find it. He called for lights but a
thorough search revealed no trace of the bag. It was several days before the
bag, apparently intact, was handed to a Mr. Clarke at Shardlow. It is not clear if
he was the receiver there., Eventually two men, Thomas Stevenson and Samuel
Kirk, were charged with and found guilty of secreting and detaining a mail bag.

Their story was that on that evening they had been drinking in the Crown
public house. After leaving there they had crossed Cavendish Bridge where they
had found a mail bag. Thereafter their story becomes rather tortuous, and in
fact changed after their initial examination. For those who are interested in
the evidence of the accused and the other witnesses, their statements are to be
found in the prosecution brief which is contained in an additional listing to
Post 74 at P.O. Archives.

There is one brief glimpse of life before the introduction of the electric
telegraph. A large discrepancy in the time as told by the guard and other
witnesses was explained by the statement that the clock at the Crown did not
keep the same time as those in Derby. However for me the main interest of the
brief is that it contains a map which gives the location of the receiver’s house.
The chief points on the map are: A The Crown; C the spot where the bag was
thrown down; F Mr. Smith’s house.
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Reproduced by permission of P.0. Archives.
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LSST
From the Muail on Monday Erening,

FEMIE CAVENDISH BRIDGE LETTER POUCH.
Whoever will bring the mure to the Post Cifice, Dcrby, or
| Cavendish Bridge, shall be rewa.ded.

I am indebted to Harold Wilson not only for the cutting from the Derby
Mercury of 9th. November 1825 shown above, but also for permission to reproduce
the two covers shown below. The interest of the first lies in the 4d. rate and the
Presumably it was sent to Leicester and then back to
Loughborough. Both Harold and I have other covers, although of a slightly later
date, sent from Cavendish Bridge to Loughborough which were charged 1d., and
apparently not sent to Leicester. The second, which is dated June 1828, shows the
use of the "No 2" stamp intended for use at Belper on penny post mail but used at

Leicester mark.

Derby on unofficial twopenny post mail from c. 1813.
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THE LOUGHBOROUGH TO NUNFEATON MAILCOACH

The time-bill shown on MM60/18 was inserted at the last moment. My
intention had been to include s small addendum to Chris Beaver’s article on
rubbers. But at the last minute, I found that I had mislaid a cutting from the
Post Office Circular, so I used the time-—bill in desperation. The small piece on
rubbers appears in this issue.

To my knowledge there was never a mall coach operating between Nuneaton
and Loughborough. In August 1840, shortly after the completion of the Midland
Countles Rallway and the North Midland Rallway, malil was carried for the first
time between London and Leeds by rall. The mall was transferred from the
London to Birmingham line at Rugby. Then in the summer of 1845, a R.P.O. was
introduced between Rugby and Leeds. By 1852 the Fost Office considered that it
would be possible to dispense with this train between Rugby and Derby. At Derby
this train joined with the mail train from Bristol. However in addition to this
junction at Derby, there was a junction at Tamworth between the train from
Bristol and the train from London. So it was proposed to transfer the T.P.O. from
the line between Rugby and Derby to that between Derby and Tamworth, and
to serve Leicester and Loughborough by & mailcoach from Nuneaton.

In the event the latter did not happen for at this point the Midland Railway
suggested to the Post Office a contract by which the G.P.O. would have use of any
of their trains. The contract of 1883 specified the provision of 'letter bag
carriage' on the 12.08. a.m. train from Rugby to Derby.

Aok Ak

EARLY DAYS ON THE RAILS

This summer sees the 1830th. anniversaries of the opening of the line between
Derby and Nottingham of the Midland Counties Railway, and that between Derby
and Hampton of the Birmingham and Derby Junction Railway. To celebrate the
former, I am publishing part of a letter, sent from Duffield in June 1839, which
has been contributed by Harold Wilson.

"Dear Brother, !

We arrived at Euston Square and met Robert there in good time, and
had very fair weather the whole of the journey. The carriage in the train in
which we were, held eight, one gentleman was with us, and the travelling was
very pleasant. The train took us as far as Bllsworth Station (about three miles
from Northampton) where we got upon the Nottingham coach about Jgafter two,
and reached Nottingham between 10 & 11. ...A black silk bag with things that were
wanted for immediate use, was left in the train at Blisworth & only remembered
Just after it had started for Coventry. However by leaving a memorandum at
Blisworth, where it was to be sent we received it at Nottingham on Thursday
morning in time to take with us by the 11 o’clock train to Derby."

The journey from Nottingham to Derby is described in an addition to the
letter written by the nephew of the addressee:

"-only one line of R1Rd between Nottm & Derby ia at present laid down but it is
not such smooth travelling as the L&B railway."

As for the Birmingham and Derby Junction Railway, the best that I can do is
the time-bill opposite which is reproduced by permission of P.0. Archives,



GENERAL POST-OFFICE.

WILLIAM EARL OF LONSDALE, Her Majesty’s Postmaster-General.

Birmingham and Derby Railway TIME BILL.

Contractors. Mo . Xl T Despatched from the Post-Office, Birminghum, the ~of Jz/~=- u,J/’fff
H. m.|184 ,at A2 AR . sy Time-Piece
h-(’t; >
, at y Clock
{ With a Time-Piece safe
No. to
10|Arrived at the Railway Station, at 2, Z/— ;
5 _ Five Minutes allowed. Off at /é > i
8.0.120) 29l Arrived at Forge Mills, for Coleshill, at 7. 2| /2, .37
9.2, 15 26|Arrived at Tamworth, at La S, _.{“j
5 Itive Minules nllowedd.
12.7. 60 27|Arrived at Burton, at PO, P =
5 _ Flive Minutes ullowed. ¥
10.6. 75 20|Arrived at Derby Railway Stution, al 2. A" o B
b Five Minutes allowed. : b
A3 Bags delivered in Sorting-Oflice, the of | PR it
41.0. 402 Sjgy |, ne 2. Aoz 4.t by Time-Piece
by Clock
3 Delivered [the Time-Piece safe
{ No. to h
|
Birmingham & Derby x —— ‘
RBailway Company. N SN
RETURN.
Despatched from Sorting Office, Derby Station, the of
184 ,at I T by Time-Piece
at by Clock
¢ Delivered the Time-Piece sale
{No. to
5 Five Minutes allowed.
Train off from Station, at 2~
10.6. 75 23|Arrived at Burton, at . S
5 Five Minutes allowed.
12.7. 50 32|Arrived at Tamworth, at L4
5 Five Minutes allowed.
9.2, 15 20| Arrived at Forge Mills, for Coleshill, at 4~ . 21
8.0.120  20[Arrived at the Kailway Station, BE'JJE:;}?{(EJ:. the,. of
2GS
5 Live Minutes allowed.
10| Arrived at the Post-Oflice, Birmingham, the of
184 ,at ATy Ly Time-Piece
41.0. 4002 5 ,at by Clock
y Delivered the Time-Piece safe
{No, to
By Command ol the Postmster-General,

400 — April, 1845,

GCECRGE STOW,

Surveyor und Raperintendent,

Reproduced by permission of P.0. Archives.
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AN OFFICIAL POST AT UPTON-ON—-SEVERN

The above town was mentioned in Mr. Woodcock’s Journsal for 18th. — 3lst.
August 1792 (see MM49/168ff) where it was stated that the inhabitants used their
own messenger to carry letters to and from Worcester. Two years later the
inhabitants petioned the Postmasters General for an official postal service. It
was sald that some people employed one messenger and others a different
messenger; all of which wag "attended with great inconvenience and no small
risk." There appears to have been a common extra charge of 1d. on each letter in

either direction.

One of the messengers Willilam Jakeman, who worked a maill chaise daily in
summer and three times a week in winter to Worcester, was willing to act '"under
the Sanction of the General Post Office'" for a small consideration and the
freedom from turnplke charges. He was also willing to act as the sub-deputy.
The surveyor, Mr. Woodcock, recommended that these requests should be granted.
He did express concern about the bag being carried in a mail chaise without a
guard since the letter bags were often thrown loose into the seat of the carriage
where they were ‘'‘open to observation and too much in the power of the
passengers who may not always be persons of a respectable description.'" He
asked that a more safe place be found.

The official post from Upton to Worcester began on 26th. July 1794, with Mr.
Jakeman carrying the mails and sacting as sub-deputy. The postmistress at
Worcester was ordered to tax letters between Worcester and Upton 2d. and to
account for them in her Short Letter Voucher (this suggests the possibility of a
standard short letter rate of 2d. c.f. MM49/16 parsa 4.). She was also directed to
"advance ld. in the tax of letters from Upton to Birmingham, Bromsgrove,,
Droitwich, Alcester, Stourbridge, Kidderminster, Bewdley, Ludlow, Tenbury,
Leominster, Bromyard, Hereford, Ledbury, Gloucester, Tewkesbury, Bvesham and
Pershore.,"” The postmasters at those towns were ordered to treat letters for
Upton in a similar manner. In his report to the Postmasters General, Freeling
remarked that these charges were gquite legal. Can anyone explain this? Did
Upton become, as a result of its official post more than two post stages from each
of these towns? It seems that, in financial terms, the townspeople of Upton
gained less from their new post than they might have expected. (Ref.
40/234B/1794)

GREAT BRITAIN
1580-1901

Elizabethan to Victorian
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CRIME-WATCH

Reproduced below are three extracts from the Poat Offlce Circular. The first,
which is from the issue of 10th. January 1893, suggests a degree of organisation
and mobility we assoclate with modern criminals rather than those of the
Victorian era. The other two, from 1884, show a different attltude to juvenile
crime from that of today.

Postal Orders stolen from Groby Sub-Office, Leicester.

hich are given Dbelow, were stolen from the Groby Sub-Office,
On the following dny the date stamp of the Knott Mill Town
Owders have been put into negotintion impressed with this

The Postal Orders, the numbeya of w
Leicester, ou the evening of the 30th December Inst.
Sub-Oflice, Manchester, was stulen, and certain of the

date stam). .
Any Ofticer paying Postnl Orders should refer to the list given below, and if any person prescits any one

of these Orders (especinlly if it be impressed with the Knott Mill date stnmp) he should net upon the standing
instruelions of the 10(h March, 1891—that is, he should detain the person presenting them, unless known or uble
to give a satislactory esplanation of lis possession of them, and should telegraph immediately to the Director,
Confidentin] Enquiry Branch, General Post Office, for instructions, (Abbreviated nddress—Philips, G.1’.0.)

A 145353 to 145370 .... 1s.0d. AN Ecnblesiata 3s. 6d. | 5373131 to 573140 ..., Ts. 6d.
A 410711 to 419720 ... 1= 0d. 7 546361 to 546370 .... 3 6d. | 5"31015 to 931020 ,... 10s. Od.
I 848500 to 845510 .... 1. 6d. S GG3108 to 665110 .... 4s,0d. | % 242402 to 242500 .,.. 10s. 6d.
£ 682789 to 682790 .... 2s.0d. 3151971 to 151980 .... 4s.0d. | ]} 622651 to 622600 .... 10s. Gd,
S 16981 to 16990 .... 2s 0d. I 568597 to 568600 ... 4s.6d. | ;826712 1o 626720 .... 138 Od.
| £ 514601 to 514610 .,.. s 0d. 736731 to 736740 .... 4s. Gd. | 0428465 to 428470 ... 20s 0d.
i D 574942 £ 574950 ... 2s. 6d. 1112223 t0 112240 .... 5s.0d. | & 8%871to 88880 .... 20s. 0d.
: % 690708 to 690310 .... 3. 0d. EBIPTIN: oo mi s Baas 7s. 0d.
: k184821 to 184830 ,... 3s. 0d. K 33381 to 33340 ,... 7s. Gd.

Conviction of Boys charged with dropping Lighted Matches into a
Letter Box. ' “

Four boys having been convicted of the above offence, which is & misdemeanour under th fice
Protection) Act, 47 and 48 Vie,, Ch. 76, Sec, 8, punishable by fine or imprisonment ;::E l‘:;rd ?.«;Egﬂt- ?\-ﬂ:ﬁ:
jentenced, one to a fine of 60s., or one month's imprisonment, and each of the other three to a fine of 20s.. or
fourteen daye' imprisonment. ' Sl

Conviction under Post Office (Protection) Act.

A boy baviog been convicted of attempting to open o Pillar Letter Box, thereby doi actdik

4= attemp ! y doing an act likely to
injure it, hus been scutenced to three dayp__xmprmm?ment, the judge taking into 'consideration gthnt. the boyyhud
already been a fortoight in prison. :

Reproduced by permission of P.0. Archives.

STOP PRESEE
I have just received a press release from the British Library stating that
they have acquired the philatelic collection of the late H G Fletcher. This
consists of 300 volumes ranging from Dockwra marks, early Bishopmarks, Fifth
Clause Post markings, Uniform Fourpenny and Penny FPost items including a
number used on the first day of the services, through vast ranges of stamps
right up to the 1960s. It certainly sounds as though it is worth a visit.
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COMPETITION

BEach issue of Midland Mall this season will contain copies of & number of
covers from which the charges have been obliterated. Your task is to work out
the charge(s) on each cover. However no entries should be submitted until the
competition is complete. The valuable prize will be awarded to the member who,
in the Bditor’s opinion, submits the moat correct entry.

The covers are from the Editor’s collection (Yes, it is amazing the rubbish
that some people collect), and have not (I hope) been shown at any mesting of the
Society. Some are easy, but a few are not quite so straightforward as they might

appear,.
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EARLY SIX-DAY POSTS

This brief article was prompted when I came across in Post 105 coples of some of
the contracts of Ralph Allen with the Post Office. These contaln one or two
details which are not mentioned in Appendix No. 2 of "Ralph Allen’s Own
Narrative'. .

Robinson states, in "Britain’s Post Office, p.35, that by 1873 there was a dally
service on the Dover Road and on the Yarmouth Road as far as Colchester from
where the letters for Holland were carried to Harwich. Howsver it was not until
the time of Allen that there was any significant addition to these. In the
contract of 1741, Allen was charged with sstting up six-day posts to:

1) Royston, Cambridge, Newmarket, Bury, Thetford and Lynn, and from Thetford to
Norwich.

ii) Ipswich, Saxmundham, Beccles, Lowestoft and Yarmouth.

iii) Abingdon, Faringden, Cirencester and Gloucester, and from Cirencester to Bath
and Bristol.

These three posts were to go via Hertford, Colchester and Oxford respectively.
It was stated that to sach of these three towns "a post is already erected that
goes and comes Six days in every week to & from London." This is the first
indication that I have come across of six-day posts to Oxford and Hertford. Can
anyone tell me when they came into being? It should be noted that on the
post-nights (Tuesday, Thurasday and Saturday), the route to Bristol was via
Reading, Newbury and Marlborough.

Further six-day posts were listed in the 1748 contract. They were to:
1) Wells, Bridgewater, Taunton, Wellington, Tiverton and Exeter through Bristol.
ii) Chipping Norton, Campden, Evesham, Worcester, Droitwich, Bromsgrove and
Birmingham through Oxford.

The only difference between the list of six-day posts in the 1788 contract and
that in "Allen’s Narrative' 1s that the contract states that by that time
Wolverhampton had a six-day post. See MMS1/7. For those without copies of the
"Narrative', the posts were:

1) Derby and Nottingham through Hertford, Woburn, Newport Pagnell, Northampton,
Lelcester and Loughborough. (A post between Loughborough and Nottingham was
introduced in 1734.)

1i) Manchester and Liverpool through Welverhampton, Stafford, Stone, Nantwich,
Middlewich, Northwich and Warrington.

iii) Shrewsbury through Wolverhampton.

iv) Chester through Nantwich.

I belleve that in his excellent article in Postal History No. 228, Denis Salt may
have made a very small error in stating that the road te Newport Pagnell ste. had
a dally service in 1736. That was certalnly true of places north of Newport Pagnell
but the post-night route went through St. Albans and Dunstable which were not on
the 1735 list (MM58/17). From 1) above it seems likely that until 1761 a route
through Hertford and Ampthill to Woburn was used.

Since I could not find a copy of the 1761 contract, I do not propose to comment on
it other than to say it provided for a six-day post to Daventry and Coventry
"“through Northampton on the three Additional Post Days." Also I am intrigued as
to how Mansfield, Chesterfield, Sheffield obtained their daily posts. Through
Nottingham? Or was it Newark. I am sure that a perusal of the press of the time
would provide much new information. (If only I had the timel)

Finally should anyone doubt that some towns received, after 1788, their mail by
a different route on the post-nights from that on the bye—-nights, as has been so
ably expounded by Chris Beaver, the following extract from a letter written in
April 1771 by Anthony Todd should convince them.

'".the Mails (to Manchester) being forwarded on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and
Sa.'!:.urda.ys through Litchfield to Stone, and on the Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays, through Oxford, Birmingham and Wolverhampton to Stone , and from Stone
through Knutsford to Manchester all Days alike."

I am very muqh indebted to Harold Wilson for sending a photocopy of the
original which is in the Derbyshire Record Office.
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SIX-DAY POSTS 1782

The pages shown below are taken from the 1788 edition of Ogilby and Morgan’s
Roadbook. Since this is the last in this series Denis Salt has kindly compilled an

index to the other 1liats.

1788, October 28 88/17
1761, June 22 87/14
1763, October 10 87/18
1788, October 6 88/9
1778, April 8 47/17 and 60/13
[ g 1 k ¢ o <
Fairlord Huntingdon Marsfield ;
GENERAL-POST-OFFICE, 1785 sl BRSng :f::f:;,f,ug;, .
His Majelty's Poftmafter General hath bren pleafed to efizblih a Daily Fatriagdon iitainos skl
[ Poft, Sunday excepted, fo and frem this Offcs, and the lollowing ;‘""b"d.“ IP::::!: by Holyhead Ml btk f
1 Tuwns, and the Places in their refpedive Diflrids r:::t:hé:': v s d l:'cr:_Pafri?cku VeSS
Abingden Brighthelmflone Colnzraok H F,nm,’ ? Meworil Namptwich
Alresford Oriflol Colflerwarth . Nettlebed
Arntrl'hl:u Dremiey Czengleton o | Gainfbrrovgh Kelvednn Newark
Amphehil] Broymard Covenuy - Gatethesd K tndal Newbury
X Annan :tcu;h Croydon i i Gierra:d's-Crofs Kidderminfler Newcallle upon Tynk
Arpleby ungay ' ! Gloucefler Kingflon Newc.ille under Line
AMburton Burnlwaod‘ Datking -+ . Godalmin Knutsford Newmarket
Attleborough Burroughbridge Datlingtna g Gofport Newport Pagnel .
y Bury St. Edmonds Dartford { Grantham Lancafter Nor.hallerton
mhury‘ Buzton upon ‘!‘.en: Daventry i Gravelend Leachlide Nor:hampton
:amrd v-Caille a Desl 5 Guildford Leatherhead . {Nottingham
arnet alne Desby Ledbury Norwich
Bamnfley Cambridge D-reham 3 Halifax Leeds ;
Rath Canterbury Donaghadée ! Halfted Leicefter Oxford
Bawtry Carlide : Doncafler it Harwich Lawes
::“m.ﬁ gl:t:n Dorcheflar Haflemere ; Lincola . |Penrith
aconchield tham Dover Hatfield Litchfield - Patersfield o
Bedfard Chelmford | Dumf jes. Havant Liverpaal 3 Petworth L
Bewdley Cheflerfield Durhatle : Henley Loughborough Plymouth
Biggleiwade Chelter Durham $ | Hertford Loweiloff Pool
Birmingham Chichefler ' ¢ Hereford Luten Porifmoath ]
Bicefler Chippenbam E:1-Grinflcad Hitchin Lynn Preflon
Blackburne Chippiog-ncrton Lndilone Holm's-Chapel
Buadford Cirenceller Epfom Holt Macclesfield Queenborough
Bradford in Yorkth,  |Cobbam Eiser Holyhesd Maiidenhead
Enintres Cockermouth Exzter Hounflow Maidftone Ramfbury, .
Jdndgyeraces Colghefier y Ers . Hull Manchefter Reading
Y a Faisford Hungerford Manningtree Redord . +
5

YA = T

[ 117 | [ 118.]

Ringwoed Stilon Warw(ek 1on, Witner, Uttszeter, St ckion, Yarm, Steyning, Shercham, Wif-
Ripley Stock port Watferd bch, Grays, Sewport in Shropihire, Peterborough, Spa.ding, Bofton,
Rochdale stnke in Norfolk Wells in Somerfet and Leuth, and reiurn hitlier on Mond.ys, Wednefdays, Thurfdayy,
Rechefer Stone Wells in Nerfolk and Saturdays.
Rofs Stourbridge Wellington in Sometfat Likewife to the Devifes, Melktham, Trowbridge, Sufron Wilden, »nd
Roy#on Stratford on Avon Welwyn Brecknock, every {duy, Fruoay acd Su fage e «d; and return oo
Rumford Stroud, Gloucciter(. Wetherby Mondays, Wed efdays, Tluridays an! S:ztuoayt.
Rumfey ﬁudhur)r Weymouth To Somensor, Ilminfier, Chard, <rd Az~ N0, every Day, evient Sune
Ryegate Sanderiand Whitehaven diy ard Mun/iy; and back =very Day.  To Blindicrd, on Turfaays,
Swalfham Wigan Wedne dayvs, T!u-!ﬁq §, a0 ratmdars,

falitbury Wight, 1fle of
Sandwich Tadeater Winbkorn In GREAT-BRITAIN and IRELAND, Poflageofa fingle let-
Saxmundham Taunton Winchefler ter 10 Britith Pence,
Sevenoaka . Tetfworth Windbama in Nerfolk Frem any Poft-Office in Grest.Be.tain ar lrelird to any uzde

| 3 Albaas Thame Windfor . 4 not exceeding cne Stage 1o m fuch Ufice * s 1
‘h-‘&hu T!uiford Winghm:l in Kent o R Between any Pofl- Utfice 1n Tregiond, and any Piuce <bove ene. Jml
Sh:eldu North 1nd South Tnm'c!m Witham in Elfex k- rot exeeeding two Stager nem fur.la Orfice, ara rnot pating 1
lh}pﬂon upon Stowe Tunbridge Wolverhampton 'f.' tkrough Landon s > L 3
bhilna) Tuxford Worcefter ; Between any Poil-OrFce ar an! P ace rot excecding rh Diftaee
fhrew/bury Workfop 3 of 8¢ Enp.ith Mules, and rot peflire threugy, Lera: -
:ﬁﬂ::’rwﬂ Uxbridsa ﬁx:‘;“:m por Between any Peit-Ofice ard ary Pluce above thie r]".ll‘"t ol fo

W Fng i Lirou. b { and - >

fouthrmpton $.keﬁeud i g h ‘ :-‘\ Bll\?irlrfrlijr::i‘;; :rz Efl‘:np:r'r:‘t ’l\:.lr:lnel O:r‘;l‘: ok rure ﬂh - [
Sufford 4, ‘"":‘Km I Wycambe, Hig folc - Between any Pofl-''fher in Sicilind ard any Vlwe in the fame
Suincs altham.Cro Yarmouth ia Nodfe Kingdam, abive tie DNicance of cre Stage, and nooexcedirg 3
famford ﬁ"" v so Englitn M:l:«, ard rct pufficg throngh Edinburen
lievenage arringta York Btlwc:n;ny I"eft (3ffice in Scutiand asmfg'; 'NKL ;:\ the faime Kingr-
A Mail is difpatched {rom {ondnn to Edinburgh, :ad from Edmbuqh ; ;l:';tlr;;:hsﬂé“i‘;‘,k':::"“‘““j’! ol 1' ST e 3

to London every Day, Wedoelday ard Sunday excepted, Allo to

rand- from Morpeth, “Alawick, Declfoid, and Berwick, A Poft is
= likedwlfe eftabl.thed Six Times a Week between Edinburzh and
Ab:t\!om,f Grafgow - Greenock, and the iptermediate Towns,
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ST O C

Since I seem to have run out of suitable items for the "tailplece', thils
postcard, postally used in 1909, of the post office at Woodhouse, near

Loughborough will have to suffice.

THE NEXT MIDLAND MAIL

This will contain information about the early surveyors. Also I hope to be able
to complete the map of mailcoach routes which was promised for this issue. It
should appear in late October, but in the meantime articles, however short or
long, should be sent to:

John Socer, 51d, Barkham Road, Wokingham, Berkshire RGll Z2RG.

For POSTAL HISTORY

Especially GB (County), Maritims, Transatlantic and some Foreign
contact MICHAEL JACKSON (Philatelists) Ltd
Now at P.O. Box 3, St Neots, Cambs PE19 2HQ

Phone 0480-215063
24 hr ansaphane

Visitors welcome by appointment at
The Stables, The Shrubbery, St Neots




