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I have noticed on my travels a.round the country that in addition to 
Dunroamin, Honeysuckle Cottage : ~tc.,tnere is another contender for the title of 
Most Popular Housena.me. It .is· The Old Post Office. However therein lies a 
possible source of conflict which could destroy the calm of the English 
countryside. Some months a.go· I ca.me a.cross, in a. Leicestershire village, a. very 
desirable residence bearing that name. But my researches show, and this is true 
of more than one village, that there a.re a.t least two buildings in the village 
with an older claim to the title. What should they be called, The Older Old Post 
Office, The Even Older Old Post Office? Is there a. possible source of extra. income 
for postal historians in issuing a. certifies. te to say that a particular building 
is truly The Oldest Old Post Office? 

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS 

I 
Our annual competitions will be held on 18th. February a.t Ca.rrs Lane Church 

Centre, Birmingham a.t 1.30 p.m. A reminder that there are three co.mpetitions 
which a.re for nine sheet entries of: 
(a) predominantly pre-1840 material, 
(b) predominantly post-1840 material, 
(c) post-1938 material. 

On 11th. March a.t Carrs Lane Church Centre the guest speaker will be Mr. R. 
Hall of Leamington who will give a. talk on "The Roadside Letter Box". The 
meeting will begin at 1.30 p.m. 

THE ANNUAL AUCTION . 

Our Annual Auction will be held on .. 29th. April at Worcester. Details of any 
lots that members · wish to enter will be required by Easter Saturday so that a 
catalogue can be produced ~nd distributed in good time. Please send 
descriptions with an assessment of the condition based on "Poor", "Fine" or 
"Superb" to: 
Mrs. E. Lewis, 27 Rathbone Road, Smethwick, Warley, West Midlands B67 5JG. 
Indicate clearly the number of items in each lot together with a. fair market 
valuation and your reserve price, if any. Lots may be brought to the March 
meeting or handed over on the day of the auction. 

Also, dona. tions of i terns to be sold for the funds of the Society will. be greatly 
appreciated by your committee. 
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THE DECEMBER MEETING 

Well over twenty members were present at our now traditional meeting at the 
Bass Museum, Burton on Trent. After a very good lunch our Chairman Richard 
Farman provided the afternoon's entertainment with a talk entitled "Beer". At a 
rough estimate, he showed us about250 sheets during the afternoon, so it will be 
obvious that the following report can be no more than a mere half-pint drawn -
from a. whole hogshead o-:f material. 

Richard began with a number of letters relating to beer. One sent from 
Appleby on 28th. December 1723 concerned a. New Year's present - " .. a.m sending a 
small vessel o-:f Burton Ale by Wm Huskins wagon to the Old Castle, Smithfield." 
There was a. letter o-:f 1802 advertising beer colourings and one o-:f 1809 about the 
opening up of' the market in India.. Later letters illustrated the routes and rates 
o-:f mail between this country and India. One was from a. man in Julpigory 
wishing to stock up with beer before the rainy sea.son. His order for a variety of' 
ales totalled 81 gallons. We were then shown a number of' items of' ephemera 
including a. 1742 licence to brew beer, a 1747 notice of' the bankruptcy of' a 
brewery and an advertising card for the Trentham Inn on the back of' which was 
a mailcoach timetable. One item which caught the Editor's eye was a 1786 
trade-bill from the Three Cranes of' Leicester which was a stopping point for the 
Manchester mailcoach. This was :followed by a number o-:f letter sheets of' various 
breweries. A "comic" Valentine carried the verse: 

Your Ale is very queer indeed 
Your Porter's adulterated 
And the presence of' every impure drink 
In you is concentrated 

Richard ended the -:first half' with a. preprinted postcard o-:f Bass dated 6th. 
December 1870, a very early date -:for such an item and showing how quickly Bass 
made use of' the new method of postal communication. 

The second hal-:f began with a display o:f postcards showing the enormous 
range of activities in the brewing industry including the coopers trussing out 
an apprentice. Then there were cards acknowledging receipts or with orders. 0-:f 
note was the clergyman who ordered 27 gallons o-:f beer in a month. A preprinted 
card acknowledging a telegrammed order showed that such a method of ordering 
was not uncommon. Application o-:f a "Contrary to Regulations" ha.ndstamp was 
the Post Office's reaction to a postcard with a. Guinness label stuck to it. 
Another card with a Bass label received the same treatment. The seasonal 
nature of the brewing industry in the past was reflected in a letter advertising 
the new sea.son's brewing in October. Those of us who thought that lager was a 
recent invention were proved wrong by a postcard of' the opening of a lager 
brewery in 1899. Richard then -:finished by showing the "per:fins" o:f a number of 
brewing companies. 

In thanking Richard for a most entertaining display, Chris Beaver commented 
that it had shown the way in which postal history touches upon many facets of 
our everday life. 

I am indebted to Richard for permission to reproduce the document shown 
opposite. The interest for me lies in the description o:f the "Late Box". It is 
unda. ted but other material :from the same source is dated 1857'. 
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PObT OFFICE, 
BURTON·ON·TRENT. 
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Ashb r-de-la-Zoi1<: Ii, 
Lond;:in, ... 
.I iinninglrn1u, 
Tamworth, 
L. & :'.'\. \\'. Railwav, 
~hhLn·-de-la-Zou<:h: 
Leic0'st12r, 

Rugby aml Lec11s, 
Derby, 
Hirmln!2:ham 
Londo~ ... 
Birmingham, 
Tamworth, 
L. & N. \V. Railway, 

Ditto, 
Liverpool, 
)lanchester 
Derby, ... ... 

'.~urtl1~ 

(South) 
(~orth) 

1st. 
I st 
I st. 
h;t. 
1st. 
:? IHL 

1st. 

1st. 
:!nd. 
:!ud. 
3rd. 
:?nd. 

:?nd. 
London ·and Hoh-heau, 
Shrewsbury and.Tamworth Hy. P.O. 

a. m 
3.30. 

1 () :JI). 
10.:-10. 
10 31l. 

10.30 
1 o.:·m 
10.30. 
p. 111. 

l:!.:!O. 
12.20. 
12.5.5. 
!l.55. 
D.5.5. 
9.5.). 
9.5.5. 
9.5.5. 
9.55. 
9.5.'">. 
0.55. 
9.5:). 
9.5.5. 

I
I a. m. 

3.15 
:1 , I 
l 1 a.m. 
I r 10.20 

I ' ,J 

}
12 0 
pm. 
12.45 

\\'ht·nenr a mail is l1eing maclc 11p, the ~lide is drawn up to show that 
f.ld, a11<l j•l'l·~P11ts two :qwrlnres 1one o\·er the other.) Letters pnsted in the 
Luttom :qwrt11rn or too-late letti:r lJOx will not go by that mi.:l-whether 
stamped "·ith an extra ~tamp or not: therC'fore, all letters poste•l . while the 
i:;Jitle is <lrawn up,; an<l which are inten1lP1l to go by that mail must bear an 
extra stamp '_:tS a late fee,) & poste•.l in the top apedure o;· E.dra .'ifamp Bo.l'. 
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THE JANUARY MEETING 

The Post and Postcards was the topic for the meeting on 14th. January which 
was attended by fourteen members, not all of whom stuck to this title. 
Nevertheless it was a. very enjoyable afternoon, with the displays reflecting the 
wide range of interests of the members. 

The bulk of Trevor Clewley's display was devoted to mail passing between 
India. and this country, illustrating a variety of rates a.nd markings. Ted Coles 
showed us Field Service Postcards. He began with the stamped version issued in 
1914, and then moved to the temporary cards issued in a. range of colours before 
finishing with the unstamped cards. "Railways" was the theme of Chris Beaver's 
display. He started with an early Stafford Station duplex a.nd continued with a 
number of Staffordshire items on postcard including the postmark of Cotes 
Heath, the only R.S.O. in the county. Eric Lewis produced a. number of delightful 
Victorian illustrations of postmen and postboys. our President opted to show 
pre-adhesive material including a. letter sent from Bury to Ba.n:ff with a "Too 
Late" applied in transit, and a. number of Free Fronts showing infringements o:f 
the franking regulations. Photographs :from the la.st century o:f the sta.:ff a.ta 
number of Worcestershire offices were shown by Mike Young. The staff a.t 
Evesh~m in 1883-4 wa.s comprised entirely of la.dies led by a very· formidable 
looking postmistress. Eliza.beth continued the theme of the Lewis household 
with more early prints, including one by George Cruickshank. 

Derek Smeathers began the second half with a. new slant on philatelic 
literature. Surely this must be the only Society a.t which a Ladybird book has 
been displayed. It is far more instructive than some of the philatelic material 
on offer at the bookstalls. He then continued with a. postman's badge and 
postmen on postcards. Denis Salt showed us three sheets on ea.ch of the three 
Irish Packets. These included an example of the extra. charge on letters to a.nd 
f'rom Ireland for the Mena.i crossing a.s well as an example of the extra. charge of 
l/2d. levied in Wales on letters using the Milford Haven - Waterford route. 
Leicestershire post offices were shown by Paul Hill a.nd John Soer, the former 
placing a.n appropriate postmark on cover alongside ea.ch photograph. A 
bookmark postcard began John Ca.lladine's nine sheets. He continued with a. 
variety of modern postcards and ended with one carried by Mr. Ron Burden on 
his final delivery a.t the village of Cra.nha.m, on 7th. Ja.nua.ry 1989, after fifty 
years in the Post Office of which thirty were connected with Cranham. The 
stamp was cancelled with a PED OFFICE GLOUCESTER MLO rubber handsta.rnp. Does 
anyone know what a PED office is? Harold Wilson produced nine sheets of 
Derbyshire post offices which a.pa.rt from Fritchley gave the date of opening. 
Our Chairman brought the proceedings to a.n end with nine sheets of postcards. 
Notable amongst these were one for a. charity a.ppea.1 in 1896 and a.n invitation 
ca.rd with a piece to be detached for the reply. All in a.11 it was a. very enjoyable 
afternoon. 
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THE ADDRESS TO BE WRITTEN HERE. 



58/5 

AND BY YOUR DOGS YE SHALL BE KNQWN 

Eric a.nd Eliza.beth Lewis ha.ve contributed the :following press-cutting a.nd 
illustration which they :tound during the visit to P.O. Archives la.st Ja.nua.ry. 

The Postmaster-Genera.l's a.nnua.l reports have accustomed Londoners to the 
wonder:fUl resources of' our na.tiona.l post-o:f:fice. To the ma.ny anecdotes, curious 
a.nd extra.ordinary, it is our place to a.dd a. doggy one. It happened more tha.n a. 
year a.go, but it has not been told before. An artist, a. native of' Norway, had been 
ma.king a. stay in London, and one day. while passing through Hyde Park, . he 
espied a sight :familiar enough to townsmen - Mr. J. Pratt, the well-known Skye 
Terrier exhibitor, accompanied by his string of' Terriers. On his return to 
Norway the artist remembered the scene, and wished to purchase a specimen of' 
the breed, but he knew neither the owner's name nor his address. So he ma.de a. 
call upon his artistic acquirements, and posted a letter with a direction that 
implied a tremendous compliment to our Post-Of':fice, which this body thoroughly 
earned when the letter was in due course delivered to Mr. Pratt, at his address 
in Gloucester Terrace, Hyde Park. This is a. photographic sketch of' the envelope. 
The contents were self-explanatory:-

Norway, August 25, 1885. 
SIR, - When in London a short time a.go I saw a very :fine team of' Skye Terriers in 
Hyde Park. I inquired of' a. policeman if' he knew the owner. He said the owner 
lived near Paddington Station, and so I send this to that district. Should this 
find you, will you please inf'orm me i:t' such dogs can be purchased, and where? 
Please communicate to me here at once, and I will call on you on my return to 
London shortly. 

I a.m, yours truly, 
ALFRED STENHULZ. 
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The Society's New Book 

Members who missed the December a.nd Ja.nua.ry meetings ma.y be una.wa.re that 
the Society's second publication, "The Undated Straight Line a.nd Numbered 
Receiving House Marks o:f the Midland Counties, 1840-60", is now on sale. The 
re-r.a.il price will be £5.50 but the book is being ma.de a.va.ila.ble to members a.t just 
£3.50, little more than its basic production cost. It ca.n be :forwarded by post 
for a.n extra. £1. Please send orders to John Ca.Ha.dine, Dunley House, Cra.nha.m, 
Gloucester. 

The new publication (ISBN: O 9513311 0 8) is in a. similar :format to our UDC book, 
illustrates a.ll the marks listed a.nd includes a. rurther 37 illustrations o:f 
examples on cover. Many o:f the stamps a.re very sea.roe a.nd it is doubted tha. t the 
task o:f listing them systema.tica.lly ha.s been attempted before. The book bridges 
the ga.p, so :fa.r a.s the Midland Counties a.re concerned, between the Willcocks & 
Jay volumes of "The British County Catalogue o:f Postal History" a.nd the 
Society's UDC book, a. third edition of which will appear in the Spring. It is hoped 
that members will spread the news o:f its publication to :friends outside the 
Society and, perhaps, interest local libraries in our books. 

***** 
THE INLAND POSTS (1392-1672) 

Attention should have been drawn before this to Dr. J.W.M. Stone's compilation 
o:f source material, published in 1987 by Christies - Robson Lowe a.t £15. The 
sub-title is "A Ca.lenda.r of Historical Documents with Appendices". It is a. book 
to use rather tha.n read. Some o:f the appendices, mostly long a.nd full 
transcriptions, a.re :fa.milia.r sources to the extent that they a.re often quoted 
:from by the authorities; ma.ny will be unknown to most students. The "Calendar" 
is a. summary , chronologically a.rra.nged a.s far as possible, of a. very large 
number of letters a.nd papers, some o:f considerable importance, ma.ny trivial, 
most rea.sona.bly intellegible, a. :few pra.ctica.lly meaningless without e:f:fort a.nd 
research. Here's a. typical example:-

1638, 1 Ma.y. Petition o:f John Chew, postmaster o:f Bewdley, to Secs Coke and 
Windebank. He is above 90 yea.rs of a.ge and has served a.s post above 30 
yea.rs. There is due to him for his wages in his stage towards the Marches of 
Wales, begun 2nd June 1625, and ended this day, £471. 4s., and he prays relief. 
SP16.389.(4). 

Reference to Bewdley in the Index (only eight to Worcestershire, three to 
Bewdley, five to Worcester) leads to a. sequel but not the conclusion of the 
matter:-

1639, 10 Ma.y. Petition of John Chew, late post at Bewdley, to Council. At his 
entrance to the place he pa.id £100. He is behind in his pay £471.4.0 and is 
indebted. Being upwards of 90 yea.rs old his place a.bout twelve months since 
was ta.ken a.way without recompence. SP16.420.(128). 

SP16 means the State Papers Domestic of the time o:f Charles 1. Dr. Stone's 
Bibliography locates his sources, whether originals or in published collections. 
The introduction demonstrates that ma.ny more sources (particularly local ones) 
wait to be similarly searched and that the book needs to be used in conjunction 
with authoritative works covering both the historical background and the 
postal developments of the time. Members will realise tha.t the concluding date 
coincides with rt.he beginning of the Peover Papers (Post 94) from which Dr. 
Stone's precis in da. te order is being serialised in Cross Post :for Friends of the 
National Postal Museum a.s well a.s (local allusions only) in Midland Mail. 
Virtually nothing earlier than 1672 is located a.t Post Office Archives. 

***** 
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TWO UNUSUAL STRAIGHT-LINES 

As I :failed to persuade the Co-ordinating Editor tha.t the two straight line 
marks, shown below, should be included in the Society's la.test publication, I 
sha.11 inflict them on readers of Midland Mail. The first is a. KETTERING ma.rk 
used to ca.noel a. postage due. It looks rather like the cancellations I ha.ve seen 
on the adhesive sta.mps of va.rious ra.ilwa.y companies. At first I thought tha.t 
the Lutterworth mark, on the registered letter receipt, had been produced by 
removal of the lower line :from the penny post handsta.mp but at'ter a closer 
inspection I a.m not so sure. 

s•:\f~'~ 

~~~ 
N~~ -

j---- --- ---- ·--- - -- - -- --- - ---------- -----------r--------
! No,.1" 4/P. olt1.t/CTtJ.107ifthe_/tLtmy ot@'J&i-? lf~ l 
: Received a REGISTERED LETTER addressed to 
! DATE STAMP. !lt~;_'ir 4.uu.,,_./13.-t,;.uj~ 
! (f~ (JP~ IJP~ 
: I l atttTliJOJi/l 

Pos~ter's Signature,,..~~-"::::=>-·(..,.---------
,_ - -- - - -- - - - - - --- ---- . -- - ----- - - - ----- - - --- --- - - - - --- - . 

Ltt ttcr111ort/t 
Pt!JtllJI Post 
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GRANTHAM 

In recent yea.rs the small town o:t Grantham has :tound :ta.me (notoriety?), 
through the achievements of one its daughters. Ba.ck· in 1835 its post o:tfice 
acquired a.n importance out o:t all proportion to the size o:t the town. 

The times o:t the Edinburgh and Glasgow mails were such that Grantham was 
the only sorting o:t:tice between London and York on the line o:t the former ma.11; 
and between London and Wetherby on the latter. Likewise when the Birmingham 
- Yarmouth ma.ilcoa.ch wa.s introduced in 1835, it was the only sorting office 
between those two towns, a.pa.rt :trom a. small a.mount done a.t Leicester. There wa.s 
also a. branch mail f'rom Nottingham. As a. result Grantham, in addition to those 
f'or its penny posts and London, ma.de up bags :tor a.nd received them from over 
f'i.fty towns, a.s far a.way a.s Boroughbridge, Yarmouth, Bury St. Edmunds, Barnet 
a.nd Birmingham. It will no doubt interest the Rutland fa.ns (honest, they do 
exist) that one of' the ''towns" was Greetha.m. 

The sorting commenced a.t 6.15 a..m. on the a.rriva.l of the cos.ch f'rom Yarmouth 
:followed by tha.t to Edinburgh a.t 7.23 and tha.t to Glasgow a.t 7.40. The latter two 
mails were sent on in :forty minutes and tha.t to Birmingham at 8 a..m. In the 
evening the duty bega.n with the a.rriva.l o:f the Glasgow mail a.t 4.26 p.m., 
:followed by tha.t :from Birmingham a.t 4.37., a.nd the Edinburgh a.t 4.49. The 
Glasgow and Edinburgh mails were a.gs.in dispatched in :forty minutes, and tha.t 
to Ya.fmouth at 6.30 p.m. Wha.t a. glorious sight the ma.in street in Grantham must 
have been in the ea.rly evening. 

***** 

SIX-DAY TOWNS, 1768 

In the la.st issue I commented tha. t Bromsgrove and Evesham appeared in the 
1755 list but not tha.t of' 1763. Denis Sa.lt ha.s kindly drawn my attention to the 
:fa.ct that the explanation can be :found in a Post Office notice da.ted 24th. 
December 1757, which he reproduced in a.n article in Postal History No. 228. In 
brief this sta.ted that the bye-night ma.il between London a.nd Birmingham, 
Wolverhampton, Shrewsbury etc. wa.s to be sent via. Shipston, Stratford and 
Henley in Arden instead o:f Evesham, Worcester a.nd Bromsgrove. 

O:f note on the 1768 list is the continued absence o:f Coleshill and Lich:field. 
New to the list a.re towns on the bra.nch, erected by Ra.lph Allen in 1736, :from 
Lynn to Norwich and Yarmouth. This is not the appropriate pla.ce :for a f'ull 
discussion but there a.re now six-da.y routes to Portsmouth and Southampton. I:f 
time permits I will produce a. more detailed commentary when a.11 the a.va.ila.ble 
lists have been reproduced. 

***** 

For POST AL HISTORY 

Especially GB (Cowlty), Maritime, Transatlantic and sane Foreign 

Caitact MICHAEL JACKSON (Philatelists) Ltd 
Now at P.O. Box 3, St Neats, Cambs PE19 2HQ 

Phone 0480-215063 
24 hr ansaJ;ilooe 

Visitors welcx:rte by appointment at 
The Stables, The Shrubbery, St Neats 
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:·_a1icaaAt·Po1T-01~ac1, sep1111Jkr~-6d:J, 1168. 

His Majc(ly'1 Poflniatlcr:.Gcncral barlog been plcafed to ~lbbJilh a Daily Poll, Su?d~y 
· cxccptetl, to and from hence, ~d tile following Poll 'rowos.. All Pc:rfon1 within 

their rcfpcd:ivc: Collcaions and Dclivc:ric:s, m:ay avail tlacmfclvcs thereof who may 
think proper .to have their Lcttcn fetched and carried to and from the laid Towns. 

Abingdon. 
Ann:m. 
Appkby. 
Aihb~rton. 
l/\ttlcborou~h. 

Banbury. 
Bam:ird's-C:iftlc, 
Barnet. 
Bamflcy. 
Bath. 
Bav.m. 
BccclcS. 

Doncaficl'. 
Do\'er. 
Dnmfrcis. 
Dunft:ible. 
Durham. 

Eall-Grinllea<l. 
End field. 
F.nfionc. 
Epfom. 
Elhrr. 
E>:cter. 

Lclccllcr. 
Lewis. 
! .. herpool. 
Loughborou,i;b. 
Lowc1lolf. 
Lynn. 

Maidfione. 
Manchcllcr. 
Manslicltl. 
M;i...-1tc {-"'lot'-

' "llk.J•ha.at, 

Beaconsfield. Fairfonl. 

M:irkct J farborcugh. 
Marlow. 
Middlcwich. liinningh:im. F:ikcnhain. 

Bifrrficr. . . Farnham. N:imp:wich. 
Newark. 
Nc:wt:!lllc. 

Bradford in Yorklhirc. F:irringdon, 
Bridgwatcr. J'.:c:nybridgc. 
JMghthclmllonc ! .. _..,..,._ fc\•crJh:im. 

• w..a..i.... 
Brifiol. 
Bromlev.·1 {-.,._ .............. 
Brough. 
Burntwood. 

· Burroughbridgc. 
Bury St. Edmonds. 
Burnham i11 Norfolk. 

Cambridge. 
Cam pd en. 
Cam:rbu.ry. 
Carline, 
Caxtnn. 
Chatham. 
Chelmsford. 
Chelh:.rlicld. 
Cheller. 
Chipping-norton. 
Chorley i11 Lancalhire. 
Circnccfter. 
Cl~mont. 
Clay. 
Cobham. 
Cockcm:outh. 
Cukhcficr. 
Colterfworth. 
Coven ti)'. 
Croydun. 

Darking. 
Darlington. 
Dartford. 
Daventry. 
Deal. 
Derby. 
Dercham. 
Donagh:idc-c. 

G arll:in i;. 
Gcrrnnl's-Crof:. 
Glouccllcr. 
Cod:ilmin. 
Grantham. 
Cravefcn.t •. 
Guildford. 

N:::::::::rl;ct. 
Newport-P:igncl. 
North::illcrton. 
North;.mpton . 
Nouingb1m. 
Nonhwich. 
Nom·ich. 

Oakinl(l1:1m. 
Hallifax. Oxford. . 

Hamptoni• Cloocdkrf. Penrith 
Haflcmerc. • 
Hcnfon!. Pc1erJiclJ. 
Hcrcfon!. Plymouth. 
High W eomlic. l'on.fmouth. 
HolkhaJ. Prtlcot. 
Holt, Prcllon. 
Holyhc:ul. 
Howden. 
Jfu!I. 
Huntingdon. 
Huthersficld. 

Jng:itell1Jnc. 
Jpl\ ... ich. 
Jrdand, r ., ....,_ 

).-..,., ....... 
Jflc:wortJ\, -

Kch-cdu1:. 
Kendal. 
}\"{wick. 
Kinsllon. 

L:inc:iflcr. 
Lcathc:rhc:1tl, 
Lcdbury. 
LcW~. 

Jl - I:... I: ....... :.rr.i~tc, •r ii~..., 
R:iwcliffc. 
Jtca•l.ns. 
11..:tf:.:rd. 
N.i;il~. 
Rochcfaic:. 
R'-'thc1l~~ 
lle:h,rl>:im. 
Royllm:. 
Run1f,, .•. 
K;c::t•'· 

Sai.tlwich, 
Sa:rmundh2m. 
Scvi:noake r- ... _ ··-­St. Albans. 
Sheflicld. 

Shipllon Jt/011 Stower. 
Shifnal. 
Shrcwlbury. 
~ittingboum. 
Southall. 
Suuth:impton. 
Stafford. 
Stilton. 
Stoke in Norfolk. 
Stone. 
Stamford. 
Stainrs. 
~!i";rtford 011 Avon. 
Stroud. GlouceJlufiH:i:, 

'f adc:ificr. 
1'.au11:011. 
Tcdbury. 
Thame. 
Thc:ford. 
Thome. 
Ti\'erton. 
Tunbridge. { :--..==­
Tuxford. 

Uxbridge. 

Wakefield •. · 
\\:alla!I. 
Wall'ingham. 
Ware: 
Warrington. 
Warr1ic.k. 
Wa:ford. 
Watton ;,, Norfolk. 
Wells;,, Somerfct. 
Wells ;,, Norfolk. 
Wellington i11 Somc:r{ct. 
WethcrbY. 
Whitehaven. 
Wigan. 
Wight Ifie of. 
Winchcficr. 
Wimlham ;,, Norfolk. 
Windfor •. 
Wingham ;,, Kent. 
Witham ;,, E!Tex. 
W olvcrhampton.· 
Wr.rcc!ler. 
Workfop. 
Workington. 
\\'oobum. · 
W oo-.lllock. 

Yarmouth;,, Norfolk. 
'\" ork •. 

A .Mail i1 Jifpat'1Jttlfro111 London I• EU!nOOr.;h, n/ from Edinburgh 10 London~""] DllJ, Wcdnd"day 
01:t! Sunday n.·tpt"I. .A/fo lo 1111tl f ro111 Morpeth, Alnwick, Belford, tin/ Berwick. A PoP i1 /i1'9ift 
!PaMift.wJ s,;, '11'111<1 II H-"tri hrtv=mr EdinbLlll)h _, Abcrdc:-rn, GW'gow Crccnock, _, tllDrr i111n--
11lt1liott 'T wms i11 Sc«land. ' · 

Lntn;.111r, fmtfrom knu o'! l\fombys, Tuefd:i,·s, Thurfi::sys 11d Saturdays fvr Arundc;I, Brighthdmflone, 
Chllhcftcr. Gr::aycs, M1dhurft, Petwonh,' · Str.ynin;;;. Shoreham u/ Wilbich, aJ/ rrtJtr-. bitl>tr • 
Mondays, \\'cdnc:fdays, Thurfdays 1111/ Satunbys. 

ll.J Cr.m11UNI if 1'1t Ptff".fl"-CnH.l, 

A}'; TH. T 0 DD, ScmtarJ. 

I 
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1839 MAIL COACH ROUTES 

Recently at a local sale of' junk, woops sorry, Antique and Collectors Fair, I 
came across some pages, apparently f'rom an old directory, which are reproduced 
on the following pages. That below is enlarged but the others a.re the same size 
as the originals. I do not know the title of' the book f'rom which they originate 
but the year 1839 is written in the top right-hand corner of' the f'irst page. From 
the contents this would appear to be correct, though the Halif'a.x coach was 
withdrawn on 5th. April 1839. A comparison of' the route of' the Manchester coach 
with that of' the one to Halif'a.x reveals a slight dif'f'erence in the distances f'rom 
London to Redbourne and f'rom Market Harborough to Leicester. Anyway they a.re 
of'f'ered in the hope that they might be of' interest and use to members. 

483 

MAIL COACH ROUTES 

DIRECT FROM LONDON. 

[By permission of Messrs. CHARLES KNiGHT and Co., we are enabled 
to subjoin the following useful table or the Mails Crom the" British 
Almanac."] 

TH& followiug Liat, by the 'kindness of the Gentlemen connected with the 
Mail Coach Suveriutendeut'a Depnrtment at the Post Office, hos been cor· 
rected accordiug to the latest arraugemeuta, aud is of impn1·urnce, 111 t!D• 
abling persona to aacertaiu the time of receiving and delivering letteu, aa 
well aa of forwarding parcela, and otherwise availiug themaelvea of theee 
conveyances. A nry trifling computation will enable them ttl110 to 11acertaiu 
the time of the m11il paaaing any of the intermediate placea. The firat 
column 1rivea the diat11nce in milea from London, meaaur"d from the Poet 
Office; the third ia the time of the m11ila paaaiug .from, and the !eat ita time 
of paaai ng ea, Londou. The mail a leave the Poat Office, London, enry even­
ing at ll, except on Sund1tya, when they are an hour earlier. The time men· 
tioned ia London time throughout, fo1· the dift'ereuce betweru whirh eud the 

- time at the di11'erent placea, 1ee the Companion for 1831. The Edinburgh 
aud Glugow maila arrive a& the.Genrral Post Office at 6h. SOm. a.m. • the 
othera arrive between 6 and 7 a.m., with the exception of th11 Liverpooi and 
Leeda, which arrive in the eveninir at half·paat 6 o'clock. 

Fr-om L<indun. 
11 Om 
8 3'la 

LONDON to BtRKJNGB.ur. Railway. 

From Birming1iam. 
8 30m 

• 11 30a 

BRIGHTON, from the SJn·ead Eagle, Regent Circus. (Day Mall.it 

10 Croydon 11 38m 3 Oa. 

J2 Reigate . 12 49m l 46a 
9 Crawley l 44a 12 lilm 
9 Cuckfield 2 40a 11 55m 

lli Brighton 4 l5a 10 30m 

M 

t The Night Mail leaves the Post Office at 8 30a. through the same 
route. 
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DsvoMPOH, Esnsa, and BAT.II, lrom the Swan "'it/I 

C£&Jlll.lllTBJCM, G1.0ucs1T&a, and CH•a.T&lfOA11. from lho 
Two N11<I.,, Lad Lane. 

Goldan a-ou, CWing Crou. , - Ill Hounalow 9 Lia 6 ll6m 
ll9 Maidenhead • JO 40& 3 "4m 

Ill Hounalow 9 i!Oa 6 30m 47 Thea le • Ill 40m 1 Mm 
ll9 llaideohead • 11 8a 3 49m as Newbury 1 113m lll '2m (9 Benton 1 llOm I 30m .,, Narlboroagh 3 43m 10 '9& 
Ill Osford ll 311m Ill 19m 91 Devlin 6 6m 9 ll4a 
7S Witaey 3 5Um II Oa 101 At worth 6 6m 8 ll4& . llO Norlhleach 5 f.1m 9 !Ga 109 B&TR 1 Om 1 30a 

109 Cu&.LTBHH.&11 7 3m 7 47a lllll Old Down 8 &om .6. 3511 llll Gt.oucsaT11a 8 Om 7 Oa 199 Wells 9 ll7m ' Ma lll9 Rou • 10 Um 4 62a 
, 

137 StrHt • 10 16m 4 7a .._ 
139 Monmouth . II Um 3 44a 149 Bridgewater • 11 30m ll 6lla 
147 Ragland • 12 la ll S!)a 160 Taunton • Ill 36a 1 37a 156 Abergavenny • 12 roa 2 2a 171 White Ball I 46& Ill :Ha 
176 llrecon 3 la II Mm 180 Coll ump ton ll 42& 11 38m '1118 Trecutle ' 3'a JO 46m 193 Ez:&T&R 3 57a Ill 40in 
197 Llandonry 5 lllla 9 4Um 204 Chudlelgh 6 68• II 32a 
llW LlandWo 6 32a 8 3.'lm lllO Newlon 7 36a JO Ma 
llll4 CA&&llAATHJUf 8 Oa 7 I Om lll8 Totneu 8 28a 10 lla 

l30 Enne Bridge 9 45a 8 "2a 
243 fl&VOHPORT • II 8a 7 15a 

LoNDOM and L1vsaP001., per Railway. ' I Dovsa, from the O.ldm ero.1, Charing Crou, and the 
Euston Grove 8 30a 5 36m \, Bwa11 wllh Two N<eb, Lad Lane. 

20 Watford 9 29a 4 37m 
1' Trtng • 10 Ha 3 52m 11 Wellin1 9 25a 4 «m 

8 Lelghlon Buzzard • Ill 42a 3 24m 16 Dartford • 10 Oa 4 llm 
11 Wolverton • 11 llla ll 45m 30 Rochester • II 45a ll 34m 
10 Bila worth • II Ma 2 12m 41 Sittlngbourae I 6m I 17m 
7 Weedon • 12 17& I 49m 68 Cauterbury 3 Im II 25a 

14 Rugby I 3m 1 3m 73 Dov•a 4 57m 9 46& 
11 Co•entrv I 38m Ill 28m 
18 Binning ham ll 38m 10 58& l'ALlfOUTa, DnoMPOaT, and Ez•T•R, lrom the Sprll<ld Ba1l•, 14 Wolverhampton 3 50m 10 20a Gracechurch St. and the Swan with Two N•ckl, Lad Lane. 15 Stalford 4 27m 9 32& 
14 Whitmore 5 19m 8 Ma 

_, 
ll9 Bag a hot • 10 47a ' llm 

11 Crewe 5 40m u 12& 60 Whltolulrch 1 4lm l Sm Ill Hartford «I 17m 7 37a Ir/ Andover II llOm Ill 19m 
Ii Warrtugton fl 64m 6 58a I 

80 Amesbury 3 39m 11 Oa 
111 LtV•RPOOt. 7 6am 5 68a ~: 1111 Deptlard Inn ' 34m lt 5a 

97 Crkt.iade 5 15m u ll4a 
lllO 

r 2T2 ,, 

'"' 486 MAIL COACH ROUTE!>. 
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MAIL COACH ROUTES. 487 

125 llchester 7 50m 6 49a 
137 llminater 8 58m 5 Oa HALI PAX, rrom the Swan with Two N•ckl, Lad Lane, and the 
154 Honiton • 11 om ' 4• Bull a11d Muut11, St. Martin'11·le-Grand. 
170 Exnsa • 12 Ma ll oa 

Redburn • 10 40a 4 J5m 190 Aahburton ll 41& Ill 3a ll4 

lll4 Plymouth 6 61 9 39m 4i Woburn .Ill lillm ll 35m 

1116 D.svoMPOAT 5 14a 9 30m 60 Newport Pagnell I Um 1 4~m 

1117 Torpoint 6 21 8 42m 83 Market Harborough ' i3m 10 :u .. 
1134 Liakeard 7 55& 6 52m. 98 Leicester 6 48m 9 7a 
ll46 Loatwllhlel D 12a 5 36m 11» Loughboro111h 6 50m 8 5a 

llM St. Auatlc • lU llOa 4 29m lll4 Nutting ham 8 17m a Ha 

Ml Truro • 11 Ma ll Mm 161 Cbeoterfteld • 11 17m 3 a:Ja 
16.1 Sheffield • Ill 30a ll 13.1. ll79 F.t.LllOUTK 1 5m I 46m 
188 Hudderafteld 3 lUa II 3lm 

C.laLilLR, and W&TH&RBY, from the Bull and Movth, 196 HAt.ll'Al< ' 5a 11 45m 

St. Martin11-le-Grand. 
ST. L•ONAllD'•• through HUTINOI, from the Boll·in-Tun, Fleet 11 Barnet 9 18& 3 Mm 

\ 
ll6 Welwyn • 10 463 ll 24m 

Street, and the Golden Crou, Charing Cro1L 

38 Baldock • 12 6m I 4m 15 Farnborough • 9 50& ' 7m 
47 Caldecot I 2m 12 7m ll4 Snenoaka . II 6& 3 Om 
66 Alcon bury 2 59m 10 7a 36 'l'unbridge Wells • Ill 34m I 3Jm 
75 Stilton 3 5Gm 9 8a 

I 
38 WoodJgate • Ill '4m I 2.'hn 

119 SIAmford 6 ll8m 7 33& 47 Roberlibridge ll ll9m II 3Ua 
97 Streeton 6 18m 6 3la 59 Battle 3 llm 10 5Gd 

110 Grantham 7 40m 5 Ga tr1 H.&.BTlNOI 4 15m ~ 42a 
116 Fo:i:ton 8 5Gm 3 '4a Iii ST. LaoK.&.ILD'I 4 37m 9 30a 
124 Newerk 9 '4m ll 54& • 137 Ollerton • II 3m I 3.5& HULL, LINCOLN, and P&TMBBOROUOH, trom the Spread Eagle, 
146 Workaop • II 52m 12 46& Q.......,hurch St., and tl1e Swan wUh Two Nech, Lad Lan• • 
154 Bagley • Ill 48& 11 58m 
158 Wad worth I 3.1. II 3.5m Ill Waltham Crou 9 25a 6 om 
lflll Doncuter I 26& II 12m ll7 Watton • 11 Oa 3 2Sm 
176 Pontel'ract ll 53a 9 45m 311 Baldock • Jll 16m 2 Um 
186 Aberford 3 52a 8 46m 57 Eaton 2 4m Ill 21m 
19.1 W.CTHSRBY 4 36a 7 llllm 7t Alcon bury 3 ll4m II la 
200 Borough bridge 5 4Ua 6 !Om 83 P&TSR&OROUOH . " 6m 9 241 
lll8 Leeming Lane 7 35& 4 68m 1111 Bourn 6 2llm 7 48a 
~ Catterick Bridge 8 41a 3 52m 108 Folklngham 7 16m 6 Ma 
ll42 Greta Bridge • 10 2a ll 30m .. 117 Slealorcl 8 'em 5 57a 
25i New Spital • 11 IOa I 24m IM LtlfCOLlf • 10 llllm 3 43& 
ll6i Brough • Ii I.Sm 12 Um 140 Splttal . II '4m ll 3la 
ll70 Appleby I 7m II 18& 168 Brigg • Ill Ma I 21a 
118.1 Penrith ll ll81n 9 ..... 17ll New Holland II Illa Ill 151 
ll93 Hesketh 3 23m 8 6la 177 HDt.L, on the oppo1ite tide of the Humber, 
3lli C.&at.111.1< 4 17m 8 O& computed •I 3 miles •. ll 4tla II 30m 

... 
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MAIL COACH llOUTES. 489 I 

L••D•, from the Bull and Jlovth, St. Martin's-le-Grand. LUDLOW and Woac•l1'••• Crotn the .Bull aa4 Jlotlllto 
St. Martin's-le-Grand. 

-, 
11 Bamet 9 lla 5 3a I 

311 High Wycombe • 11 ... s Om 
ll5 Welwyn • 10 .a. 3 '°" 

! 
67 Osford I 7m 19 7m 

34 Hitchln • 11 40a ll «a 811 Kiddlngton s ll9m 10 47• 
50 BedCord l ll4m lll 51la 85 Jloreton-hi-the-Manh 5 5m 9 7• 
65 Higham Ferrari ll ll6m 11 ilOm 115 Woac•1r•R • llOm 5 14& 
75 Kettering 3 '6m 10 ilOm 1116 Hundred Houoe • 10 Im 4 ll• 
811 Uppingham 5 ilOm ·e 60m lSll Tmbury • 11 ll7m I 37a 
96 Oakham 6 6m 8 Um i 146 LUDLOW . Ill Ha l 40a 

106 Melton 7 7m 6 44m i 
119 Plumbtree 8 47m 5 lllm i lll5 NOTTJHGH.t.ll 9 lllm 4 37m P•11•aos•, CA&R11••TH&H, and Ba11TOL, from the ScoAn with 139 Mansfield • 10 55m 3 l3m Two Neck•, Lad Lane. 146 Heath • 11 40m ll lUlm 
151 Che1terlleld • II 3a 1 59m II HoUDllow 9 Ila II 47m 
157 Dronfleld Ill 49& l 16m ll9 Maidenhead • 10 50& 4 llm 
164 SH&f'flKLD I 29.\ Ill ll6m 47 Theale . 11 32m I 510m 
171 Hood'• Hill I 26& 11 «a 59 Ne,. bury 1 4lm l !Om 
in Barn1ley 3 6a 11 fa 90 Caine 4 49m 10 ll• 
188 Wakefield 4 ea JO lla 109 Bath 6 3l!m 8 15• 
197 LssDI 5 lla II Ba llll BRllTOL 7 45m 7 Oa 

134 Au1t Pu1age 9 12m 3 67• 
166 Carditf' . Ill 53m 11 J6a 
llll Swamea 5 18& 7 26m 

LoOTll and Bo1ToN, Crom the &ii and Crown, Holborn, ll38 Caermarlhen 8 3la • 33m 
and the Sarae<1n'1 Head, Snow Hill, ll69 Cold Blow • 10 Illa ll J8m 

ll73 Hobb'• Point • 12 34m Ill 20m 
lll Waltham Crou !175 PSllBROK• .. I 9m Ill Om 

9 25a 4 46m 
II Ware , JO 30a 3 45m :itJ Buckland • 11 50a ll lllm 
45 Arrington • Ill 63m 1 18m Noaw1cH and IP1w1c H, Ct om the Swan 10lth T'4'•l Nick.•, Lad Lane. 
60 Caxton 1 3l!m Ill 39m 
59 Huntingdon ll 26m 11 '6a 24 lngate1tone . 10 30a 4 13m 
69 Connington 3 34m 10 JT• 38 Witham . II 57• 2 46m 
77 Peterborough • lUm 9 3lla 6ll Colchesler 1 Y3m I YOm 
86 James'• Deeplng 5 23m 8 ~ 64 Bentley 2 :J6m 12 7m 
98 Spalding 6 34m 7 27• 70 JpjWlCH 3 12m 11 llla 

108 Sutterton 7 32m 6 li9I\ 76 Barham 3 57m 10 46a 
11.t BOITON 8 lhn 5 37& 88 Stoke 5 9m 9 3lla 
131 SpU1by 'JO Um 3 Ml 103 Long Stratton 11 37m 8 la 
148 LoU'l'JI • 11 ~m ll !Sa 113 Noaw1cu 7 38m 7 Oa 

~ 

"'i MAIL COACH ROUT&S. 491 
490 !llAIL COACH ROUTES. I 

4 37m .9 tea 
115 Market Harborough 

ti 3m 7 38a 
N0Rw1c11 and Nsw11A111tar, from the Belu Sau11Gp, w Leicester 

7 361Jl 6 31• 
Ludaate HUI. 

Ill Loughborough 
8 9m JI 53a 

116 Keg worth 
9 llrn " 25a 

• 11 30a ll 6llm .... 127 Derby 
• 10 15m 3 lUla 31 Blohop'• Stortrord 135 Bel per 

44 Littlebury • Ill 62m 1 3lm Madock • 11 7m ll l17a 

I 
144 1 i9a Ill 1• 156 Six-Jollie Bottom ll lf m 12 4m 165 Bus.ton 9 lOm • O& 61 N.&\V.WARKKT ll 54m II llla 190 JilANC•UTSa 

76 Bury St. Edmund'• 4 l17m II 3Sa 
68 Thetrord 5 52m 8 13a 

r 
PoRTHIOU'l'll, ftom the Whil1 Hon1, Fetter Lane, 

103 Attleborough 7 l17m 6 aea and the Boll·in-Tun, Fleet Street. 
118 NORWICH 9 601 5 en 

II 3ila • 55m 
13 Kingaton 

. 12 36m I 55m ... 37 Jtoushill 
2 55m 11 40a 

PaNU.Ncs, F.u.uouTu, and E•n1n1, Crom the Bull and Jlou1•, ., 55 Peterafleld 
5 lOm 9 30& 

St. Mutln'a·le-Grand. 73 PoaTIMOUTK 

19 Staines . Ill lla 4 3llm SoU'l'll&llPTON and Pooi.a, from the Su-an will• Two Nech, 
29 Bag1hot • II oa 3 33m ~ Lad Lane. 
38 HartCord·Brhlge • 12 I Om ll 33m • 10 Ila 4 llOID 
156 Overton I 55m Ill 48m 19 Staine& • Ill llllm ll Um 
66 Ando\' er 3 2m 11 32a I 40 Farnham 1 llllm l em 
84 Sal!Jbury 4 5llm 9 3lla 50 Alton 4 30m 9 18& 
95 Woodyat .. 6 6m 8 !17• I 00 SoUTHAMP'l*OH 

7 26m 6 6lla 
107 Blandford 7 19m 7 9a 

) 
lot Ringwood 

9 18m 6 O& 
lll3 Dorchester 8 .57m 5 lla lltl POOLS 
138 Bridport • 10 53m a l!(la 

Sraouo, froDI the S10an 1Dlll1 Two Ntcltl, Lad Lane, 160 .\xmlnster • 12 17• 1 63a 
160 Honiton I lll& Ill 6la and the Golden Crol" Cbarlng Cron. 
176 EX&Tli:R 2 59& 8 Ulm 

Maidenhead 11 IS& 3 ll4m 
199 011.ehamptou 8 33& 6 ll4m 29 Ill Hm ll ll3m 
lll7 Launc~ton • 10 53a 3 Sim 38 Hmley 

1 l17m I !Om 
238 Bod min I 3lm lll llllm 49 BeDIOn 

ll 27m Ill Om 
261 Truro 4 3.lm II Illa 58 Abingdon 

3 67m 10 oa 
271 FALJJOUTH 5 55m 8 (IA ii Farring<lon 

5 Sim II 311& 
296 P&HZANCIC 9 50m 4 10:. Bi Falrfotd 

5 57m 8 311& 
Ul Clrenceater 

7 47m 6 60& 
106 STROUD 

llANCH&ST&R, f'rom the Swan with Two Neck,, LaJ. Lane. ~ .~•&RD&•lf, EDtNBURGB, and Vow.a, from the Bull and Movth, 
Same as Holyhead and Chester to i St. Martin's-le.Grand. 

ll6 Redburn • 10 44a s 42m 

t 
4 lllm 34 Dun1table . II 3'1a ll ~ 9 25a 

5im Ill Waltham Croll 
10 ll6a 3 !Om 43 Woburn • Ill 27m I :ll Ware 42m 52 Lathbury I 25m Ill 60m 11 52& I 

:,1 
3S Bucklatlll 

b7 Northam11tun ll '5m 11 Illa 

;. 
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46 
59 
66 
7i 
88 
114 

100 
116 
1512 
1311 
145 
JM 
1511 
174 
100 
198 
209 
219 
229 
ll~ 

263 
278 
29j 

Arrington 
HunUngdoo 
Alcon bury 
SWton 
Stamford 
Stretlon 
Grantham 
Beoningtoo 
Newark • 
Scarthlng li!oor 
Bamby Moor • 
Roulnr.ton Bridge 
Doncaster • 
Ferry bridge 
Tadcaoter 
YORI< . 
Eulngwold 
Think . 
Northallerton 
Darlington 
Durham 
Newu1tle 
Morpeth 
Felton 
Alnwlck 
Belford 
Berwick 

302 
313 
327 
342 
366 
372 
383 
3!19 
411 
413 
429 

Hound wood 
Dunbar 
Haddlngton 
EDtHBUAGH 

"' 466 
483 
496 
610 
619 
634 

South Queen's Ferry 
North Ditto 
Klnrou 
Perth 
Dundee 
Arbroath 
Montrose 
Ben le 
Stonehaven 
ABll:RD•SH 

II 57m 
I 30m 
3 3m 
3 46m 
6 15m 
8 3m 
7 23m 
8 63m 
9 30m 

IO 34m 
II 4!lm 
Ill 47a 
1 Illa 
I 44& 
3 66a 
4 54a 
6 Ma 
7 68a 
8 5lla 

JO 28a 
12 ll3m 

1 50m 
3 ll2m 

' ll3m 
5 17m 
6 •7m 
8 17m 

10 9m 
II 41m 
12 46& 
2 23a 
5 Oa 
5 30a 
7 15a 

lll 33m 
10 63& 
10 l!Oa 
9 33a 
7 '511 
6 66a 

'~ 3 63& 
3 16& 
ll Ila 

Ill 60a 
11 4Um 
11 12m 
9 36m 
8 16m 
8 3lm 
5 7m 
3 69m 
3 Im 
I 17m 

II 12& 
9 l!l1& 
7 47• 
6 41a 

6 "• 
3 36a 
ll la 

Ill 33a 
10 66m 
9 46m 
8 Om 
6 Om 

' 30m 
ll 47m 

9 Oa 
II 1.5& 
I Om 
2 23m 
J 47m 
4 47m 
6 ll2m 

Ill 62m 
10 32a 
8 ll7a 
7 3a 
6 39& 
4 37a 
3 Oa 

WSLLI. LYKN. CAUBBlUOS, and LONDON, from the &llandQ-ocon 
Holborn, and the Stron with Twu Necki, Lad Lane. • 

24 Wadesm!ll 10 & 

494 CROSS MAILS. 

A Mail from 
Cardlll'to Merthyr I 45a 8 om 
Carli1le to Edinburgh 9 Um 6 Um .. Ditto 8 49a 9 Ila 

~· 
toGlugow 9 Um 6 t9m 

Ditto 6 49a 10 4a 
to Portpatrlck 4 30& 9 9a 

Caermarthen and Cardigan 5 Jam 3 16& 
Caera..uvon and Barmouth 7 um 9 Om 
Chal!ord to Wotton 8 Om 5 1.5& 
Cheltenham to Abery1twlth 7 llOm 6 ·~ .. to Bath 7 Om I Oa 
Chester to Hartford 5 10& 6 30m 
Cold Blow and Haverfordwe1t . II Oa 10 30a 
Devlzea to Welb 5 ~m 4 46& 

Devon11ort to Launcest~n 5 ll4a 5 aom 
Eseter to Darunouth 1 15a 7 30m .. to Budldgb Salterton 6 Oa 6 60m .. to Bideford 1 Oa 9 Om .. toBrlatol 8 (Om 9 30m 
Gloucester to Chep1tow 6 Om 3 3.5a 

Grantham to Nottingham 8 Om I 39• 
Hartford to Holyhead 8 30& 4 1.5& 
Hererord to Shrew.bury 6 Om 3 oa 
Hull to Patriogton 3 Oa 8 15m 

,. to Doncuter 4 30m ll oa 
,, to Scarborough 2 53& 4 30m 

King1brldge to A1hburton 8 15m 3 oa 
Kendall to Whitehaven 3 54& 3 16m 
Lancaoter to Clapham 6 Om 5 Oa 
Leedo to llalifu 5 20& 6 46m .. to Ponterract 2 53& 8 Om 

Leicester to Burton 8 30m 3 Oa 
Llnrpool to Shrew1bury 6 30& I oa 

to Preston I 46& 8 Om .. to Lancaster 8 15m II 30m 
Louth to Grlmoby . 12 30a 10 om .. to Shelll•ld 5 15m 8 46m 
Manchester to York 9 lOm 9 Om 

Ditto 8 Oa 9 Oa 
to Carllale 7 60.l 4 19a 
to Colne 9 Om I oa 
to Bl&cltbum . Iii 16& 9 Om 
to Staley Bridge 4 45a 8 Oa 

to GIOlilOp ~ Om ll 30a 

; 

r 
Ii 

i 

l 

"\ 
1 
I 

l 

~ 
l 
r 
i 

~· . 

35 Buckland 
42 Melburn 
Ii C••••U>O& 
G9 :E;ly 

MAIL COACll ROUTES. 

78 Brandon Creek 
rt Downham 
99 LYNN 

110 Sneltl1ham 
I 16 H un1tanton 
121 Tlchwell 
117 Burnham Market 
133 WKLLI 

11 43& 
Ill 3lm 

31im 
31m 
nm 
lllm 
33m 
13an 

1 
3 

' 5 
6 
8 
u 
9 

JO 
10 

.Wm 
ll8m 
6m 

43m 

493 

i um 
1 37m 

Ii llim 
10 2ll• 
II ll6a 
8 ~ 
8 60& 
6 Ma 
6 Illa 
4 20& 
3 '3a 
3 6a 

v .All.MOUTH and IPIWlCH, from the w1~ue Horii, Fetter Lane. 
Same u Norwich and lptwlch. 

8ll Wickham Market 
SM Yoxrord 

lll4 Y ARAIOUTH 

CROSS )!AILS. 

l\ Mail from 
Abergavenny to Merthyr 
Banv.or to Pwllhell 
Bam1taple to llCracombe 

u to Launceston 
Bath to Devlzea 
Birmingham to Worcester 

to Yarmouth 
to Leamington 
to Sheffield 
to Holyhead 

,, to Stourport 
Brighton to Southampton 
Bridport to Taunton 
Bri.tol t1.r.1ugh Taunton to Bideford 

.. 
Bri1tol and Birmingham 
Cambridge to Holbeaeh 
Canterbury tu Dul 

A Mall from 
Newport to Aber11avenny 
Norwich to V armouth 

,, .. to Cromer 

to Portsmouth 
to Shrcw1bury 
to Southampton 
to Hereford 
to Bath 

CROSS MAILS. 

Preston to Carll1le 
Rochdale to llolton 
Sallabury to Chriltchurch 
Shrew1bury to Newtown 
Southam11ton to Lymlngton 
Swanaea to Merthyr 
Taunton to Mlnehead 

toSldmouth 
,, to Exeter 

Tiverton to Barn1taple 
Worcester to Leomln•ter 
York to Hull 

Ditto 
York IO Scarborough 

Aberdeen to Balloter 
to Invernes1 

,. to Peterhead 
Dumrriea to Portpatrlck 
Edlnburgh to Aberdeen 

to Dumfries 
Ditto 

,. to Stirling 
to Dundee 

,, to Perth 
Fruerburgh to Burneu 
Glu&ow to Perth 

.. to Portpatrlck 
lnverneaa to ThurllO 
Perth to lnnmes1 

SCOTLA:SD . 

Newton to Stranraer 
ilranraer to Newton Stewart 

4 57m 
6 15m 
9 30m 

1 25& 
6 30m 
6 4om 
4 Oa 
7 30m 
5 Om 
7 45m 
8 30m 
3 30m 
3 30m 
II Om 

• JO Om 
6 27m 
8 !Om 
7 Ila 
7 5a 
9 tom 
ll 30& 
9 16m 
4 58& 
7 30m 
4 Om 

2 \) 

I '5a 
9 30m 
9 30m 
9 Ulm 
6 Om 
5 om 
8 16m 
G J5m 
0 IOm 
2 J5a 
i Oa 

• 10 46m 
1 30a 
8 60m 
7 Om 
7 30.l 
7 Om 

. 10 
• 10 
• 10 

1 
7 
1 
9 
7 
7 
5 
7 
1 
5 
I 

• 10 

• 6 

30m 
30m 
30m 
3m 

40& 
50• 
30a 
Om 

16m 
Om 

•om 
o~ 
Oa 

20m 
36m 

Ila 
30m 

9 41& 
8 23& 
5 oa 

a om 
2 30a 
7 Om 

' Om ll 30& 
7 30a 
4 30a 
1 lOa 
3 16& 
3 35m 
7 30& 

10 Om 
4 16& 
6 2.5& 
7 oa 

11 30a 
7 30m 
5 :lllm 

' oa 11 60& 
10 Om 
6 30& 

495 

a om 
1 '5a 
1 40a 
7 3oUn 
5 OJ 
5 30& 
1 30a 
6 30& 
6 Oa 
7 45m 
8 Um 

10 45m 
9 Om 

2 -4 oa 
11 30m 
3 oa 

8 30m 
l 16m 
II '6m 

Ill 37m 
3 0. 
6 Om 
6 30m 
1 Ba 
II 60& 
3 141 
1 45a 

9m 
oa 

!Om 

1 
3 
3 
li 
6 

Ill 

4lm 
Oto 

30& 
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R.A.F. STATION POSTMARKS 

Unf'ortuna.tely Steph Stobbs was not able to obtain photocopies of' the 
postmarks to go with his listing in the la.st issue f'or which he apologises. They 
did in fa.ct arrive shortly a.f'ter MM57 had been posted and a.re shown below. In 
addition some marks f'rom other stations in the Midlands a.re shown. Mr. de 
Rousset-Hall reports an earlier use o-f the Ternhill S/R - 18.4.44. 

·, MRCEJ.. RECEJVm . · OPEJQ · 
. . _ . . . DAMAGED 

.::_:_AT R.A.F~· FOST ROOM, COSFORO; 
· .. -···. . : ~ · .... ·..... ' .... 

.. . ---... -.......................... ~ ............ ·. 
: DATE : .. SEM.ORPOSiAL CLERK; 

J ••• 

OPEN 
RECEIVED . DAMAGED AT 

. ·. · ... '·"' .. · •. ·. 

JlA.F. POST ROOM. HUCKN'ALL. MOTTS. 

. ".A.F. Poaul Sum 

8TATION MAIL 

.c. ......... __ ·-- • --·· 

. ft.AF STAFFORO 
.. STATION 

·POST,· 
. ®ICE 
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INCORRECT MILEAGE MARKS 

One member has expressed interest in the list of towns for which the distance 
f'rom London differed from that shown on the mileage mark, (Post 40/117 /1829) 
which was mentioned in the MM56. Since others may be interested, I have 
extracted the details of' those which may be of' interest to members. 

Alfreton 
Bakewell 
Broadway 
Camp den 
Cirencester 
Dun church 
Evesham 
Gloucester 
Hay 
Holyhead 
Kidderminster 
Led bury 
Leicester 
Loughborough 
Mansfield 
Mkt Harboro' 
Nantwich 
Northampton 
Oundle 
Retford 
Shipstone 
Stourbridge 
Stroud 
Tetbury 
Thrapstone 
Warwick 
Wirksworth 
Worcester 

Stamp Actual 
140 141 Ashbourne 
152 154 Bishops C"le 
96 93 Buxton 

100 92 Cheltenham 
93 91 Coleshill 
87 86 Dursley 

102 99 Fairford 
111 112 Grantham 
161 162 H. Ferrers 
275 261 Kettering 
131 132 Kineton 
133? 125 Leek 
97 99 Leominster 

109 110 Ludlow 
138 139 Mkt Drayton 
83 85 Moreton/Marsh 

168 171 Newark 
66 67 Northleach 
87 86 Presteigne 

141 142 Ross 
86 88 Stafford 

124 125 Stourport 
109 105 Tamworth 
104 111 Tewkesbury 

86 85 Uppingham 
107 97 Wellingboro" 
139 141 Wotton/Edge 
117 115 Worksop 

***** 

GREAT BRITAIN 
1580-1901 

Elizabethan to Victorian 

POSTAL HISTORY 

Stamp 
139 
166 
178 
101 
104 
114 
85 

107 
65 
76 
89 

154 
142 
148 
156 
88 

121 
85 

156 
127 
141 
134 
116 
107 
90 
71 

114 
146 

We offer FREE lists-computerised-of EACH COUNTY, 
LONDON, SCOTIISH, IRISH, WELSH, LINE ENGRAVED, 
SURFACE PRINTED. MACHINES, AZEMARS, SPOONS, 
ADO. Yi 's. MILITARY BRUNSWICK'S, MARITIME. ate. 

PAUL D. HANSON 
12 MALVERN GROVE, BRADFORD BD9 6BU 

Tel. 0274-46887 0532-676945 
ACCESS -VISA- FACILITIES 

Actual 
140 
167 
166 
102 
103 
115 
82 

108 
66 
75 

108 
155 
141 
147 
159 
85 

122 
90 

155 
129 
140 
138 
117 
111 
89 
78 

112 
151 
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TWO-TIER POST PROPOSED - IN 1819 

"A plan is in contemplation, and has been brought under the consideration of' 
the General Post Of:fice, for effecting a regular communication by letter between 
the metropolis and the great manufacturing and commercial towns o:f Yorkshire 
and La.nee.shire in one day. It is we understand, proposed that light carriages, 
just of suf:ficient ca.pa.city to accommodate the coachman and guard (without 
any passengers), and to contain the letter-bags, shall be constructed for this 
purpose; and that they shall be drawn by two horses o:f good action, and run by 
short stages ll miles an hour including the time spent in changes, which will 
not. exceed 15 minutes in the whole distance. According to the arrangements, the 
coaches will not be more than 18 hours on the road, and letters despatched from 
London after 'Change time in the a.:fternoon of one day, will arrive in Leeds, 
Manchester and Liverpool, in the forenoon of the following day; a.nd letters put 
into the country post-o:ffices up to 4 o'clock in the afternoon, will be delivered 
in London in the forenoon of the following day; thus occupying, with the 
communica. tion down and up, two days instead of four. The expense of this 
facility of communication it is proposed to pay by an extra charge for postage on 
the letters sent by the Fly Mail; and, for the present at least, letters and 
newspapers requiring no extraordinary despatch will be sent by regular mails 
as usual." 

QJ.loted from "Leeds Mercury" in "The Times" of 9 June 1819. Contributed by 
Chris Beaver. 

***** 
TOLLS TO BE PAID? 

Gay Parker has submitted the photograph of the table o:f tolls for the famous 
Iron Bridge in Shropshire, and asks :for comments. He thought that ma.ilcoaches 
travelled free of tolls. Or is it a case o:f blu:ff? It is possible that no member of' 
the Royal Family ever crossed the bridge. No doubt our Salopians will tell us i:f 
the same was true o:f mailcoa.ches. 

"', .• ~~- AB--. -.·:,-. -- . ErE·s··;.~l< ....... .. '"'f:·.~- • . -~··~.-r-P. .. .t . '";\ ~- _ .... .o_ - ·, ' :', ... .; ,.._ ..... •;':: ~ •jJ.·J:.:-:·~: 
~ •

6 

• • • • ·--,..1..1..~ . . . · · ~·-or.~': i · ·· ·· .::•~·. · --~~~I 

'Nu·cverY'time Oicy.pnss.o\~r''tJiis BRIDG.El~f. -.,. ~ .... -~:: 
R1reH.'I):Cuaeh.J,arirlctu.H•'al~e.Cl1r.isc>lChttir,or ~urh like}'· s'' d' 
Otn·ingc~ dmwn hv ~ix 1.ton;~~.Ma1-c::. Gelt ing~.or ~IVif'~._:_· ·: 2. o 
DJ l to~-__ lly h1111 . D ll f.o . t. o 
Ditto:_ Hr Two. ]}it.to ___ . _ · 1.0 
Ditto __ L\' One -lJilto_ o.6 
Fort"·er," Horse.1'1 tr Jc. A"'t'·lmi r of'Otcn J)rnw ing or llnrness'<ll 
l~ tlmw aitr\\hwu .l.brl.or~ _;ch Jifo:> CftrrinJ~C. for cm·h Hor~&'j 0.3 
i·f>l'ct llm~J\Jtle.or;\~.Jadcn qn:nl;iflen arid.not draw in~, o.u 

i [-ora H0sC'~fde,orA~s f ar1U1ng, double,,··· - o.2 
IJ,01' anC ·J\{ I?-"'· ~·J llUi . cnlat · e~ 0. f 
· pr a u '· 1g. ~ 1erp.or m · . , o.o,f 
, tmJ'·er,· HoN!ie.Mde. AH~jor cttrl'J,i}Q.e _go1nf1 Qn the road" 
; ~~ll not O\'er the Bt~iu~e, h~Ir lhe saicT tolls. ' 
/.for eYery Foot passeng,er, g:o1n{! over the Bridg,e O.O.! 

LY JJ.rf!t,:,. /lj r1i/q11- tr.r:t;nq ,;~11n/.r Olf/lwtl/ s Oi!C'Nt 7J/Arf l f/t 
JiltftcJV .. 11·hcf/11~ fl!)' d11Ii Ol'nol~ ~;/ ,/inUP le '!Jury Ulkr 
/~n.J.Jf/119 {)l'~ nJ !«,/t,aJ ~ .tQ.!/.$a? "''o/l?R''•vK?,aif!.eoa,CAor. 
tft,.j'&1atJamt'fy. , . • 



HEREFORD RURAL POSTS 

The following posts a.re those listed in a. revision o:f the rura.l posts a.t 
Hereford - Post 14, Ref. 224, p.528ff. 

Hereford - Holm Lacey 
Lower Bullingha.m, Rotherwa.s, Dinedor, Holm La.cy. 

Here:ford - Dewsa.11 Circular Post 
Ross Roa.d, Upper Bullingha.m, Dinedor Cross, Ca.llow, Dewsa.ll, The Ha.ywoods, 
Grafton, Merry Hill, Hunderlow. 
(This wa.lk to be offered to either of the Kentchurch branch messengers who will 
be thrown out of work by this revision.) 

Hereford - Allensmore 
Alle::ismore, Thruxton, Whitfield House, Treville. 
Bag conveyed by Kentchurch ma.ilea.rt. Delivery by sub-pmr Allensmore. 

Here:'ord - Wormbridge 
Worr::bridge. Ba.g conveyed by Kentchurch ma.ilea.rt. 

H~re:ford - Pontrila.s 
Pont.:-ila.s, Ewya.s Harold, Abbeydore, Ba.cton. 
Ba.g conveyed by Kentchurch ma.ilea.rt. Delivery by sub-pmr Pontrila.s. 

Here:'ord - Kentchurch 
Kent.church, Grossmount. Ba.g sent by ma.ilea.rt. Delivery by sub-pmr Kentchurch. 

Mon;nouth - Skenfrith 
Sker::frith, Blackbrook House. The Newcastle messenger to receive a.n extra. 2/­
for delivering a.t Skenfrith. 

Hereford - Madley 
Wye Bridge, Black Marston, Newton, Belmont, Clehonger, Ea.ton Bishop, Ma.dley. 

Mad:ey - Kingstown Circular Post 
Para.quay (Parkway?), The Bra.mptons, Webton, Coldwell, Bridge Court, Ca.gebrook, 
Ca.geda.le. 

Hereford - Bishopstone 
Friars Ga.te, Broomey Hill, Warha.m, Breinton, Sugwa.s Pool, Bishopstone. 

Hereford - Credenhill 
King's Acre, Stretton Sugwa.s, Credenhill, Brinsop, Mansel La.cy, Foxley, Ya.zer. 
Bag t.o be conveyed by Hay cos.ch to Kingsacre a.nd thence by messenger. 

Hereford - Portwa.y 
Port.way, Mannington, Staunton o;n Wye, Mansell Gamage. Bag conveyed by Ha.y 
coach. Delivery by sub-pmr Portway. 

Hereford - Letton 
Lett.on. Ba.g conveyed daily by Hay coach. 

Let t..on - Peterchurch 
Bre=. wardine (Moccas, Bla.ckmere, Tyberton, Preston), Dorstone, Peterchurch. 

Pete:-church - Michaelchurch (Four days a. week) 
Crossway, Poston, Vowchurch, Whitehouse, St. Ma.rgarets, Michaelchurch. 
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Willersley Crossroad - Ea.rdisley 
Ea.rdisley, Lower Moor, Almeley, Kinnersley. Sub-pmr Ea.rdisley to meet Ha.y coa.ch 
a.nd deliver a. t a.11 the places. 

Hereford - Whitney 
Whitney. Ba.g conveyed by Ha.y coa.ch. 

Hereford - Clifford 
Clifford. Ba.g conveyed by Ha.y coa.ch. 

Hereford - WeobleY 
Norton Ca.non, Ga.rnstone, Weobley, Weobley Ma.rsh, Kings Pyon, Bush Ba.nk. 
Ba.g conveyed to Norton Ca.non by Aberystwyth rna.ilcoa.ch. 

Hereford - Woonton 
Woonton, Sa.rnesfield. Ba.g conveyed by Aberystwyth ma.ilcoa.ch. 

Hereford - Lionshall 
Lionsha.ll. Bag conveyed by Aberystwyth ma.ilcoa.ch. 

Hereford - Aylestone 
Ayles"ttone Hill, Wolsey Cottage, Cana.l Office, Widema.rsh, The Moor, Ha.y Roa.d, 
Whitecross. (The Withington a.nd Holmer messenger to ha.ve this wa.lk.) 

Hereford - Canon Pyon 
Huntington, Burghill, Tillington, Ca.non Pyon (Dernsda.le). 

Hereford - Wellington 
Wellington. Bag to be conveyed by the Ludlow coa.ch. 

Hereford - Marden 
Oxford Terrace, Priory Terrace, Holmer (Lower Lyde, Moreton on Lug, Upper Lyde, 
Pipe), The Suttons, Marden. 

Hereford - West Hyde 
Ea.uwithington, Wythington, West Hyde (Ocle Pycha.rd a.s fa.r a.s the church.) 

Here:ford - Bartestree 
Tupsley, Lugwa.rdine, Longworth, Ba.rtestree, Dormington. 

Here:ford - Fownhope 
Eign, Li tley, Hampton Bishop, Mordisford, Fownhope. 

Here:ford - Ta.rrington 
Ta.rrington, Stoke Edith, Ashperton, Ma.instone, The Trumpet. 
The bag to be conveyed by the Gloucester, Hereford a.nd Aberystwyth Ma.il. But a. 

1
' footnote reads: "It is not deemed expedient to disturb the existing post to 

Tarrington ..... a.s proposed by Mr. Trollope." 

In a. further revision, which ca.me into operation on 1st. Ja.nua.ry 1858, 
Lionshall, Woonton a.nd Sarnes:ford were served by footpost from Kington. There 
were a. number o:f other changes which sa.w some offices in Wales coming under 
Hereford but for details of those you will ha.veto wait for the new version of the 
UDC book. 

***** 



Kington, 

~ionsh&ll 

Ea.rdisley 

Whitney 

Woon ton W 
_ ~ eo 

K~nersley 

No\. 

Micha.elchurch 

Ba.cton 

Abbeydore 

5 Miles 

58/1~ 

(ken<rith 

· \N ewca.stle 

G.B. COVERS 
Do you see my lists of GB cover material? If you don't and are a member 

of The Midland (GB) Postal History Society, you should! They contain a wide 
selection of interesting and unusual items - county material, difficult values 
and rates- from 1840 to date. Send for a copy of my latest list today. All 
'Wants Lists' for specific items or county material will receive my personal 

attention. 

ROGER HUDSON 
P.O. Box 172, 

COVENTRY CV6 6NF 

Phone: 0203 73929 
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A CHANGE OF POLICY? 

A short time a.go, John Calla.dine showed me a. slogan cancellation :from 
Ch el tenha.m apparently advertising a. :fa.st-:food shop under the guise o:f exerting 
the people o:f Cheltenham not to drop litter. I see that in early January the same 
o:f:fice was due to use the slogan KEEP CHELTENHAM TIDY WITH KENTUCKY FRIED 
CHICKEN. This prompted me to look a.gain at a. Leicester slogan which ca.me in the 
post la.st autumn and is shown below. Surely that must rank as commercial 
advertising. I was under the impression that the Post Office did not allow 
commercial advertising as in the case, in the late sixties o:f the Mole Wrench 
from Newport. Has the Post Office changed its policy? 

.. 

TAILPIECE or Plus ca. change! 
' 

The :following is ta.ken from the "Report on the Manuscripts of the late 
Reginald Rawdon Ha.stings ... " (HMSO 1928). It was sent from Da.ylesford House, 
near Moreton-in-Marsh on 22nd. August 1805, to Ashby-de-la.-Zouch. 

"Your la.st letter, though dated the 17th., did not reach me till this morning. 
We sha.ll be happy to receive you, Mrs. Ha.stings and your son on Monday, and 
shall expect you with impatience. I answered your former letter on the 16th. I 
hope you received it: for ta.king my instructions from the town annexed to the 
date of yours, I directed it to Atherstone, but a.fterwa.rds seeing 
Ashby-de-la.-Zouch stamped on the cover, I added Ashby-de-la.-Zouch to the 
direction of mine; so that I foolishly gave the postmasters two chances to commit 
a. blunder, which they a.re too a.pt to do with only one." 

THE NEXT MIDLAND MAIL 

The early Easter makes the date of this somewhat uncertain but it will reach 
you well before the meeting at Worcester of which it will contain full details. 
There should be something on the dangers of travelling by mailcoa.ch as well as 
more rural posts. Contributions please to: 

John Soer, 51D, Barkham Road, Wokingham, Berkshire RGll 2RG. 

G. B. P 0 STAL HIS TO RY 
ALSO: Some Foreign, Ephemera, Post Boxes - etc. 

Wants Lists - for soecific items or for general 
interests - wEl receive my personal attention 

JIM HAMMOND 
5 Staverton Rd, Davenb:y 

Nort:-..ants . NNll 4HL. 
Tel. Daventry (0327) 71842 


