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Due to holiday dates and other commit ments this issue is earlier than is 
usual, but I pre:f'er to give adequate warning o:f the date o:f' the £irst meeting. I 
do hope that as many 0£ you as possible will try to get a.long to some of the 
meetings. Your committee has arranged a. varied and intere:;;ting programme 
which deserves support. I:f you a.re coming to one o:f the nine sheet meetings, 
please do not :feel restricted by the chosen topic. I:f you have nothing relevant 
to tha. t theme feel :free to bring a.long other ma. teria.l. 

Please note the c han ges of venue a nd t ime lis ted b elow. 

THIS YEA.R'S PROGRAMME 

September ~4th - at Ca.rrs Lane, Birmingham. Recent Acquisitions - nine sheet 
displays by members. Members a.re allowed to put their own interpret ation on the 
word ''recent". 

October 29th - at the Birmingham and Midland Institute. "A Question of 
Knowledge'' - Mr. & Mrs. E. Lewis. This meeting coincides with the fair organised 
by the Birmingham Philatelic Society. 

December 10th - Bass Museum, Burton-on-Trent. "Beer" - Mr. Richard Farman. 

January 14th - Carrs Lane, Birmingham. "Postmen and Postcards" - nine sheet 
displays by members. 

February 18th - Carrs Lane, Birmingham. Annual Competitions. 

March 11th - Carrs Lane, Birmingham. "The Roadside Letter Box" - Mr. R. Hall o"f 
Leamington. 

April 29th - St. Johns College, Renwick Road, Worcester. A.G.M. and Aucti on. 
Please note the change of date and venue :for this meeting which will now be 
held at the Three Counties Federation Annual Fair. 

All meetings commence at the new time of: 1.30 p.m. with the exception of the 
Burton meeting which will remain at 2 p.m. 

The September, January and April meetings will be preceded by a Committee 
meeting at 1 p.m. prompt. 
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LETTERS 

Eliza.beth and Eric Lewis write: 

As collectors o:t Birmingham Postal History we were na.tura.lly interested in 
the item illustrated in MM55/7, namely the cover addressed to Cap.ta.in Walpole o~ 
the Ri:tle Brigs.de s.t Birmingham. We a.re inclined to agree with Bob Fla.ma.nk 
tha.t the detachment wa.s a.t Birmingham in connection with the Chartist Riots, 
and illustrated below is a. letter :trom the Tree.surer of Warwickshire a.s a. sequel 
to Bob's item. 

Enclosed with the letter were cheques to the value o:t £477.12.10 a.nd £681.18.ll 
being compensation :tor "Damages, costs a.nd interest by the rioters a.t 
Birmingham" to two o:t the victims. 

In a.ctua.l :ta.ct a. tota.1 o:t £15,000 wa.s eventually pa.id out :tor da.ma.ges ca.used 
by a. mass a.tta.ck on a. dozen sb.ops, in the Bull Ring on 15th July 1839, most o:t 
which were destroyed by :tire. 

c·---------------------------~----11:==----------r; 
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Mr. 0 . de Rousset-Hall commentine; on the piece "Last. o:t the Thimbles" in the 
last issue writes that Great Bowden's single circle (21 mm) survived the war -
his la.test is lst August 1946. He a.lso has Tongwynla is (Ca.rdi:t:t) 29 December 1945 
a.nd Dingley 2 June 1935, both o:t which outlived Countesthorpe. 

He also mentions that RMSD stands :tor Royal Mail Special Delivery. The colour 
purple is stands.rd :tor "Express" style items; it is also used :tor Swi:tt.a.ir. 

Mr. Fieldhouse has sent the .:tallowing cutting :trom the Birmingham Post o:t 
23rd. May la.st. He presumes that the town re:terred to is Birmingham, but i:t not, 
no doubt some member will advise in which town the Castle Inn wa.s to be :tound. 

200 YEARS AGO • _., · . 
. ,fa posf horn wlll be b1own, starting on Monday of next week In the forenoon.' 
when the London mall coach does arrive on the out.sklrta of thla town on Its 
~ay to the Castle Inn. The town commissioners have been requested by 
townspeople tor this to be done as they wish to have early warning of the 
coach's arrlv~ from t~~ metropolis. _:.'Arls'a Birmingham Gazette, May 1788/ 

Another Meter Ma.il Irregularity 

Illustra.ted below is a.n item which I ca.me a.cross recently which is a.n 
addition to the a.rticle in MM50. I do not know i:t.' the ha.ndsta.mp wa.s applied (in 
green) in London or a.t Bromsgrove. 

\. ·J' 
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' 'AT CHRISTMAS NEXT" 

by Rev. Christopher Beaver 

The people of Birmingham would not have been a.a doubtrul a.bout when their 
six-day post with London would begin a.a wa.s suggested (MM54/8). J ohn Wilson's 
announcement of 9th. December 1748 stated it would commence a.t "Christ.ma.a 
next" e.nd the townsfolk knew on which three da.ya their post already went o:t:t to 
Coleshill to Join the rest o:t the London-bound me.11 on the Chester Road. They 
would soon realise, if they did yet know, tha.t the G.P.O. was now handling 
incoming a.nd outgoing ma.11 on every day of the week, but neither on Sunday. 

For convenience in a.ccount.in g it wa.s usual to start a. newly-contracted 
service a.t the beginning o:t a. qua.rt.er and to require three months notice of 
termination. Until 1752 La.dy Da.y wa.s New Yea.r's Day (according to the old 
reckoning, which had been a.ba.ndoned for some purposes) and the other 
qua.rter-da.ys were St. John Baptist, Michaelmas, and Christmas Da.y; that is 25th. 
March, 24th. June, 29th. September and 25th. December. 

There is not much doubt tha.t what Wilson led people to expect was confirmed 
by a. notice in Birmingham Post Of:tice. Herbert Joyce's History o:t the Pos t O:t:tice 
(1893) is remarkably accurate a.nd detailed. Would that sources were referred to 
1 There it is precisely given that Ra.lph Allen's thrice-weekly mail between 
London and Birmingham through Ox:tord bega.n on 26th. December 1748. Assuming 
a. London source :tor this date, it would mean it :tirst lett. the G.P.O. that Monday 
night, the t"irst bye-night a.tt.er Christmas. However since the "Account o:t the 
Post a.t Birmingham" (MM51/7) shows this post as leaving Birmingham in 1751 on 
"Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays at Six at Night", it is rea.sonable to suggest 
the up ma.il e.ctua.lly set out on Christma.s Day itselt'. 

It ma.y not have registered why the tax yea.r begins on 5th. April. It should be 
25th. March, but to correct the calendar to :tit the terrestrial year Brita.in 
omitted 3rd. to 13th. September in 1752, and quite naturally nobody expected to 
pay or be pa.id :tor these eleven missed days. So business including Post Of':f'ice 
contracts therea.t'ter generally became e:tf'ective f'rom the new :fiscal 
qua.rter- da.ys or the beginning of the next working week. Annual accounts were 
drawn up to 5th. April and quarterly ones to 5th. July, 10th. October 5th. January 
a.s well. Later, it woul d a.ppear, the oddity seemed pointless and October was 
a.ltered. 

The :t'isca.l year is never likely to be ma.de to coincide with the Calendar year 
and end on 31st. December.. Nor -J!or tha.t matter are the names of' the months of' 
September to December going to be altered now. We ignore what these words 
signif'y a.s readily a.s we .t'e.il to associate the other months with the Caesars and 
their gods or the da.ys of the week with nordic deities. 

***** 

A SECULAR DIARY 

The "perpetual calendar" shown on the opposite page has kindly been 
submitted by Steph Stobbs. From this it a.ppee.rs tha.t Christmas Da.y, 1748 wa.s on 
a Sunda.y. 

***** 
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T11 .. day ...... ll Wtdneoday ... ll Tbonday ...... 2 Friday .... ... . . ll llatO!'daJ .... ,. 2 Sunday ......... ll Mondar ...... 9 
Wtdne.day ... a Tbun~ ...... 3 Ptjday .•.••••• 3 Sato~ •••••• 3 8aaday ......... 3 Monday ...... 3 Tal!ldar ...... 3 
Tbanday ...... .. Frld11 ......... • Satardar ..... . 4 Sonday ......... 4 Monday ...... • Tuaday ...... .. Wcdnt1d•)'··· .. 
Fridl.y ......... 6 Saturday .... .. 6 Boaday ......... s Monday ...... 6 Tuuday •••••• 6 Wedoeoday ... 6 Thured&J ••• 5 
Saturday ...... 6 Sunday ....... .. 6 Mocday ..... , 6 Tuuday ...... 6 Wedoetd&y ... 6 Tbunday ...... 6 Friday ........ 6 
Sunday ....... ,. 7 Monday ...... 7 Tunday ...... 7 Wedneoday ... 'T Tbarrdiy ... ... 7 Friday ......... 7 Saturday ...... 7 
Monday ...... 8 Tueodar •••••• 8 Wtdottday ... 8 Tbureday ...... 8 Friday ........ 8 Saturday . ..... 8 Suoday .. ... 8 
TaHday ...... 9 W1dne1da1 ... 9 Thureday...... 9 Fridar ......... 9 Saturday ...... 9 S11.DdaJ ......... 9 Monday ...... 9 
W oclollday ... IO Thunday ... ... 10 Fridiy ......... 10 Saturday ...... JO Sunday .... ..... 10 Monday ...... 10 Tu .. daJ . .... 10 
Thursday...... 11 Friday ......... II Saturday ...... II Sunday ........ ll Mondar ...... 11 Tueeday . ..... II Wednud&J •• 11 
Friday •••••••• 12 Sa1urday ... ... 12 SuodAf ........ 12 lifondar ...... 12 Tueoday ...... 12 Wednudar ... 12 n..,.<1q ... 12 
Satwdar ..... 13 Sunday ••••••••• 13 Monday •••••• rn Tuudar ...... 13 Wednnday ... 13 ThundaJ ...... I 3 P'rid&J', ....... 1'3 
SuadaJ ........ , 14 Moodar .... .. 14 Tueoday . . .... 14 Wedot1d&J ••• 14 Thurad&y •• •• • H Friday ......... 14 SaturdaJ ... ... 14 
MondaJ ...... 15 TuMd~y ...... IS Weclnnday . , 16 Tbund&J••••" l.S Friday ...... ... IS Saturday ...... 1$ Su.ndaJ ••.••• IS 
Touday . ..... 16 Wedaudar ... 16 TluindaJ ...... 16 FridaJ ......... 16 Saturday ... •• 16 SIUldaJ ........ 16 MondaJ ...... 16 
Wednudar ... 17 Thuncl•T •• ... 17 Friday .... ..... 17 Selorday . .. .. , 17 Sunday ......... 17 Monday •••••• 17 Tuudar ...... 11 
Tb11!'9dey ...... 18 Friday ......... 18 Sa!urday ..... 18 Sanday ......... 18 Moad&y ...... 18 TuH<laJ •••••• 18 WedoHd•T··· 18 
Fridar ........ . 19 Seiurd&J ...... 19 Sonday ......... 19 Monday ...... 19 Tuuday ...... 19 Wedaeeday ••• 19 Tbartdar ... 19 
Satorday ...... 20 Sunday ••••••••• 20 Hoad&y .. . ... 20 Tuetd&J ...... 20 Wedntllday ••• 20 Tbunclay .. .. .. 20 Fri~·······• 20 
Suadar ... ...... 21 Moodar .. .... 21 Tuf!<lday ...... 21 We1loeada7 ••• 21 ThundaJ ...... 21 Friday ........ 21 Setu , ..... _ 'JI 
Moad&r ...... 22 Tauday ...... 22 Wedn,..daJ ••• 22 Thund_a,. ...... 22 Friday ......... 22 Seturd&1 ...... 22 Suoci•J ...... 22 
Tuesday ...... 23 Wednetd&J ... 23 Tbnnday •••••• 23 Friday ......... 23 Saturday ...... 23 Sunday ......... 23 Monday ..... , 23 
WedaeedaJ ... 24 Tbunday ...... 24 Friday ......... 24 Saturday ...... 24 SundaJ ......... 24 Monday ...... 24 Tu...tar ..... 24 
Tliunday ...... 25 Friday ......... 2.5 S.t111day .... ., ~ Sanday ........ 25 Monday ...... 25 TuHday .. .... 25 W eclaeodlJ' ... 25 
FridaJ ., ....... 26 BalardaJ _ .. ... 26 S11ad•7 ......... 26 Monday ...... 26 Tuud&J •••••. 2U Wedaeed&y ... 26 Tbaredar ... 26 
SatnrdaJ ...... 27 Swiday ......... 27 Moaday ...... 27 TuMday ...... 21 Wedaeoday •• • 'J:1 Thoraday ...... 27 Fridar ....... . 27 
Sanday ......... 28 Monday ...... 28 TundaJ ...... 28 Wednesday ... 28 TboradaJ ...... 28 Fridiy ......... 28 BalurdaJ ...... 28 
Moadar ...... 29 Taffday •••••• 29 WoclnudaJ .. . 29 Thanday . ..... 29 FridaJ ........ 29 SaturdaJ ...... 29 Sunday ..... , 29 
T11etd&y ...... 30 Wednesday ••• 30 Thur.clay...... 3Q Friday ........ 30 Satardar ...... 30 S11ad&J ......... 30 Mond&J ...... 30 
Wednuda7 ••• 31 Thonday ...... 31. Friday ......... 31 Saturdaf ...... 31 SundaJ ......... 31 Monday ...... 31 Tu8Clay •••••• 31 

PriCI!, oa a Sbeet, 11. &1.1 Mo1111ted 11 a Book, 2.o. (Eal.aed u Sl&tlonc .. • Hall, July 6, 1836. 

lliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii~ 
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SOME THOUGHTS ON MILEAGE MARKS 
AND RELATED MATTERS 

A number o:f' articles in recent. yea.rs ha.ve re:tlected the enormous interest 
tha.t these mileage ma.rks a.rouse. In Posta.l History No. 233, .John Harrison put 
:rorwa.rd the theory that mileage marks were issued a.s a public relations 
exercise, a.nd were not intended :for the rating or :tor checking the rates on 
letters. 

I would like to ma.ke another suggestion, which is that they were intended to 
:facilitate the checking o:f rates in the Inland O:t:fice in London. These marks 
ca.n have been o:f little use to postmasters unless a letter originated :from a 
place which wa.s on the same road to London. For instance the Birmingham post 
o:f:fice would not ·have f'ound it much use to know the mileage, from London, o:f sa.y 
Derby and Bristol. 

There a.re a. number of entries in Posts 14 a.nd 15 which"Seern to imply that the 
President of the Inland O:f:fice was responsible for ordering ha.ndstamps for 
o:f:fices in the country a.s well a.s those in the London postal area.. In Post 15, Re:f 
?"there·is a. letter dated 22nd . .July 1802 from Daniel Stowe to Francis Freeling: 

Dear Str. 
Many of the Scotch Post Town Stamps being almost illegible,. and 

few having the distances to them. I beg to know if you are of opinion that 
they should be general.l.y provided with new ones in the same manner as 
the Post Towns tn England have been. 

In consequence of your ordering the distances not to be added to the 
Sub Town Stamps. Mr Brooks was desired to discontinue making them, but 
previously he had compLeted al.L the ptaces on the alphabeticat List of 
Towns as far as N. and I wish to be informed tf they are to be forwarded 
tn their present state,.or. tf I shatl gtve directions for the distances 
being taken off and then sent. 

I am sir ••• 

I hope to return to the subject of the mileage stamps of some sub-offices in 
the next issue. For the moment it is probably sufficient to say tha.t the 
distances ·Were not erased. Then in August 1826, Stow a.gain wrote to Freeling on 
these sta.mps. 

Dear Sir. 
In repty to your letter of the 9th. tnst. suggesting whether the 

dtstances which are affixed to every Country Stamp might be 
discontinued,. the routes of the Post so constantly changing. that these 
dtstances must become incorrect & consequently misleading & that the 
omission would be some saving of expence in the Stamps and diminish the 
risk of the letters being def aced, on which you desire my opinion. 

I beg to acquaint you that I have consulted with the Presidents & som~ 
of the most experienced Officers on the subject, & we are of opinion that 
the distances as now annexed to the Country Stamps is of general 
convenience in as much as affording an immediate reference on every 
particular case of complaint & not infrequently enables us to decide 
when the name of the town may be indisttnctly stamped at what office 
such a letter may have o/Jeen put in. The distance as now annexed is also 
of great convenience to the Inspr of Franks in charging Letters. In 
respect of the clerks who charge the Letters passing through London. I 
fear that Duty would not be so well performed tf reference was to be 
made to ·usts. certainly it would take more time to go through. because 
they have only to turn each letter to make out the distance. & I cannot 
help thinking that the saving in expence of cutting the stamps wilt not 
counterbalance the delay & inaccuractes that -the omission of the 
di.stance might Lead to. for however accurate the list may be to be 
referred to tt must cause delay and inconvenience, but I state these 
observations with great deference to your better judgement~ 

1 am .•.. 
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Whilst the e.bove does not prove tha.t the idea. :tor mileage ma.rks origina.ted in 
the Inla.nd O:tf'ice, it does indica.te that the sta.:t:t there were in :ta.vour o:t 
reta.ining them. Also it is di1'1'icult to see a.nyone else who could have 1'ound 
them o:t use. 

Much ha.s been ma.de of the discrepa.ncy, on a. number o:t sta.mps, between the 
mileage shown a.nd the actual dista.nce the mail wa.s carried to London. I submit 
tha.t in most instances that this did not ma.tter since the system o:t rating 
consisted o:t a. series o:t bands o:t distance. In a. list compiled in 1829, showing 
the cases where there ws.s s. dif't'erence between the milee.ge shown and the 
actual distance, the variation was only a :tew miles -:for most towns, a.nd in very 
:tew instances would there ha.ve been a. discrepancy between the cha.rge levied 
for carriage to London and the distance shown; one example was Buxton for 
which the distance shown was 178 miles but the a.ctua.l distance was 186 miles. I 
think that it must be signi1'icant tha.t when the route of the London mail to 
Ashby de l a. Zouch was altered in 1815, 1817 and 1823, ea.ch change involving a. new 
mileage on the opposite side of 120 miles, a. ha.ndstamp showing the correct 
distance was in use two to three weeks after the change. 

Most readers will be a.ware o:t the :ta.ct that most unpaid letters passing 
through London were rated by the dispatching office to London only; the overall 
charge was applied at the Inland Of:fice. Possibly this was a. relic from the 
da.ys when all letters between places on different post-roads had to pass 
through the capital. The practice was discontinued in May 1837. It is possible 
tha.t as a. result o'f a. small discrepancy, an error in charging could have 
resulted on letters sent through London when they were re-rated at the Inland 
0£fice. 

CI RCULAR. 

O::iwestry, Jst.,->f May, 1837. 

Sir, 

TnE Postmaster-Ge11eral has tleci<le<l that the practice 

of charging Unpaid Letters, circulating through the Loudon Office_, 

with the rate to l.,.oudon only, ~hall be discontinued; I am therefore 

to tlesire that you will lax. ull Lctlers passing through London with 

1hc Full Postage"' as you aln:utly chnrg·e Pai<l Letters . This fie,gula· 

tion is to commcuce with the Letters which will rcal.'h Lonc.Jon,. on 

Tucs<lay, the 16th Ins~ant. 

l am, 

Yuur mmst obedient Servant, 

D. CIJUllCHILL, 

Surveyor-General Post Office . 
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A cover o:f 1827 ra.ted 9d. to London. but e.ltered there to e.n overs.11 cha.r~e o:f lld. 

In MM55 Chris Beaver mentioned the di:f:ference, in some instances, between 
the distance shown on time-bills a.nd that for which the contractors were pa.id. 
The t'ollowing comment of Freeling on a complaint, ma.de in 1831~ that letters :from 
Melton to Leicester (15 miles 4 rurlongs in the sixth edition of Cary) were 
charged 4d. whereas those 1'rom Market Ha.rborough to Leicester (14 miles 5 
fUrlongs in Cary) were charged 5d., mi ght be 01' interest in this context. 

I cannot say the Maitcoach Ttme BiUs are an authority to decide the 
rates of Postage when disputed. A Surveyor has the same means to 
ascertain a distance as I have~ that is to count the Mi'le Stones & have the 
fractional. parts to the Post Offices measured or guessed at by watking 
them. 

With respect to Harboro• and Leicester I find the 11th Edition, of Cary 
gtves 14.5 from the Market House to the Three Crowns Inn (Leicester). 
The Time Bitt is 14.4 and the contractor has acquiesced in it. so I suppose 
it ts the distance between the stables. I do not believe the distance can be 
15. 

With ail the fast Matis pains have been taken to get the distances true 
to furlongs between the changing places. I cannot say so much for other 
Bills. and very probably the distance from Melton to Leicester was put 
down at 15 as it ts generally understood to be. I do not think the Surveyor 
should depend on the GPO for distances. but ascertain them . 
independently. as they have the best means of doing by their own tocaL 
knowledge & such measurements as they can get. In tocat rates they want 
to know the distance from office to office but I want to know it from on.e 
changing place to another which shows that Time BiUs wiLl not decide a 
disputed question. I have no doubt the totaLs of the principal Mati Time 
BiUs are very near the truth. 

***** 
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P'ROM THE RUGBY RECORDER 

Ga.y Pa.rker ha.a sent. t.he :rollowing extracts 1.'rom the Rugby Recorder. First. o:r 
e.11 i'rom 1840: 

Stnce the opentn• of the London to Btrmtn6ham ratlway tn l8SB we 
have seen a •reat deai of change tn the town and none more mar1'..ed than 
tn the almost revoluttonary changes wrought tn the postal. servtc•s. 

The speed wtth whtch letters are now communtcated vta the 
natton-wtde system of ratl.ways ts al.ready taken for granted; as is al.so 
the universal, penny post. 

Many readers wtl.i stiU recalt the endeavours of our t..ate 
post-mistress. Mr"s. MtUer and her son who, come rain or shine. sorted and 
deitvered au letters to and from the town and out-lying viU.ages. Mrs. 
Miller. operating her postal services until after she became seventy, 
received no salary from the Post Office. The half-penny charge on each 
letter ·must sometimes have seemed small recompense for their efforts. 
Posting a tetter of whatever weight would cost ninepence to travel from 
Rugby to London and could take several days to reach its destination 
whether by road or the so-catted Special l//xpress Mail Boat. The rate of 
progress of the latter was a "racey" six miles hours per hour tn ideat 
conditions. However. due to the circuitous canal system in th.ts area 
together wtth " unforseen circumstances" it was commonly observed that 
a canal boat beginning at 6 a.m., "Woutd not be out of the sound of 
Newbotd church clock strilttng six tn the evening. when travetttng 
towards Htllmorton". 

During the ttme of the Peninsular Wars, the son of Mrs. Miller would 
announce a new victory by bedecking htmseLf tn rtbbons of many colours. 
It became custom that the boys from the schoot would set a tookout to 
watch for the arrival. of our intrepid tetter carrier as he made his way 
from the post town of Dunchurch. The boys would meet him with a sleigh 
and convey htm triumphantly into Rugby town." 

As Ge..y points out there a.re probably a. number o:t ine..ocura.cies in this 
extra.ct. It would certa.lnly ha.ve been: illegal for e. letter to have been carried 
by 'ce.na.l boe.t to London. Then 1.'rom February 1890: 

Half-a-dozen post cards. dated 1874. and two or three Letters - one of 
whtch appears to be dated 1878. though tt has been partLy consumed by 
mice - have been found at Rugby Post Office. During the recent 
atterattons, the stray missives were discovered in a smaLt crack created 
by shrinkage of wood. Needtess to say. the correspondence has been been 
forwarded to the intended reciptents. It would be interesttng to know 
whether these communtcattons actually arrtved wt th the people for whom 
they were intendedJ and whether the news they should have received 
si:cteen years ago would have caused any changes to their tives." 

***** 
MAILCOACH TIME-BILLS 

In his book "Mail Coe.ch Men", Edmund Ve.le incorrectly listed the London -
Ha.stings and London - Steyning mails a.s being operated by ma.ilcoa.ch. He 
probably con:tused a. ma.ilcoa.ch time-bill with that. :for a. me.ilea.rt. The 
ma.1lcoa.ch time-bills were of a stands.rd layout and were signed by the 
Superintendent of Ma.ilcoa.ches. Re:ference wa.s ma.de to the time-piece, pa.rt o:f 
the gua.rd's equipment. On the time-bills :tor me.ilca.rts, there was no mention o:f 
a. time-piece, a.nd they were signed by the appropriate surveyor. The di:t:ference 
can be seen on the two :following examples. 
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General 
The Earl of C H E ST E R F t E L D, 

• 
A N D 

The Earl of L E I G E S T E Rt 1 
Poftmaftct· 
General. 

Ludlow to W orcefter Time-Bill. 
Milu. n.. Oi(patc:hed from the Poll-Office, Ludlow, the: of 

.uo-t • hM . H. M. ~t 'Y in t e oming 

/ l With a Time-Piece U!e 
l .N• . to . 

Dt.ikcs .i..-- 9 20 Arrived at Tcnbury at 

knowlcs - 2 l .!._,!_c i\i uvc:d at Worccltcr, lhc ut lit 

32 s c 

l Pclivc:n:d the Time:-Pi~ fJc 
N• to ---

'f'o t1rriw at Woruflu tit 'f'IL·dw o'Clod Ill N,,.,, 

I 

Returned 

From the Pofi.Qfficc, Wo~cftrr, the: of 
3t in the After noon 

s With a Tim:.:Picc:e U!c 
l N~ fO 

Knowles --... 23 3 4c Arrived at Tc:obury at 

Dulcn - 9 1 2c Arrived at the l'oft-Utncc, Ludlow, the ot 
-- - at in the E vcniDg 

32 s 0 

1 Delivered the Timc:;Piccc I.afc' 
l N• to 

'Io arri'l)r at Liiii/ow Ill Stvtff 1'Cl«J in //w Ewnil1t 

q rl J:. 'J , ,., ~1 "'"~'•l ''"" ~·1az111 '" "nu1n1J ;r•,,. ·"' <..• •• o' 1 d,rrv•/, I'• u hlJHlfl /w "'"'"''".: J••' 
.L H,,/t1, u" •wtb ..sis 11utJ!a'?, utl •1 lbt Ti'l't U1bttbt1 "'"' o~ ~fs, i111 ot f 11d>N •!la 1•1 c-11 •I 
ti# SI•&'• ii i1 tl1t Ct4cb .. 1'• D1t/J 11 Ir ., t.tptiitiH• •I pofJ::u, ..,_ I• ''1"'1 1'14 Hwft·l«r'l if 1 •1 
.,, - .iw~I ""tb ~>-. 11>1 Cuc/J •rriv11, a11J •D•vt i• zttti•t i11.f. 

By Command of the PoflmafiCT"•Cen.:nl, 
T. HASKER 

.Reproduced by permission of P.O. Archives. 
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General . Poft -Office.· • The 1£arl ot C H E S T E R F I E L D, 

] Po~aftet General 
A N D 

The Earl of L E I C E S T E R, 

y( 

fo .~/d-t1°v' 

Poll mailer 
Hereford. 

Pollmall~ 
Hereford. 

Hereford and Worcester Way•Bili. 
MUu. 

16 

16 

16 

16 

J!:. Difpatched from the Poft-Ol!ice, Huerord, the or . 7 
H. M. 179 at o'Clock in the Morning 

% <f.O 

% 40 

I 40 

% 40 

, .. 
Received at Lcdbury, at f · 4 'o 

. ,. 

Jent aw;iy at f .· .; '~) 

I--:--
Arti\'c:l at Worcdh:r, at /,,i' . ~ 5" 

~ ~ 

Returned 

From the Poll.Office, Won:cller, the: of 
at /,f . ~-// A 

I'~'!"--· 

RccciYcd at Lcdbury, at _1 · . .:o 

Sent away .at 

Arrived at Hereford, :it 

N.B. 'l'biJ Mail mvjl 6-,. convt)'td di lbt ~alt of Six Mi!n in tk IIvur 
ar ltajl. and tbt Way-Bill lrulJ a•J nu1fll, Jauil df ta<b Stt18t• 
E".JtrJ D1put.y or Contratlor viii 6t rtj)on.fi6k (at tiNir Ptri/) f,,. 
tbr rtgul11r Ptiformanct of thtir RiJing DufJ· ANI if ll"J Po.JI-Bl! 
~r Ridtr, '11rrying tbi1 Mail, 1ifa.,,tl l#iltri1f8 111 llw RooJ, IN viii/ 
61 <0111mi11uJ to tht Houft if Corrt8im, .,,, confoud t1 buJ L4/>fnU 
fM' ont Month. 

Return c:ich Way.-Bill (by the firft Poll) to 

. I. W oodcock1 

Su~or, Gl«r.fitr. 

Reprodu.ced by permission o~ P.O. Archives. 
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OF INNS, PUBS AND POST OFFICES 

The link between early postmasters a.nd innkeepers ha.s often been the subject 
of comment. In a. minute of l "'792, reproduced in MM33, the res.sons for the 
Postmasters General favouring the appointment of innkeepers as postmasters 
a.re set out. Amongst the res.sons were: 

i) they did their own rides a.nd kept their own horses so if one was la.me 
another was ready thus a.voiding the exPense of the postmaster hiring 
another; 
11) they could do the duty for a smaller sa.la.ry since i t brought them much 
more custom; 
iii) it ga.ve the PMGs a.n opportunity 0£ employing ma.11 cos.ch contractors a.s 
postmasters so providing a.n a.dditiona.l inducement £or them to conduct the 
business efficiently. 

However Freeling wa.s not in a greement with their Lordships. So he wrote to 
a.ll the surveyors, enclosing a. copy 0£ the minute, mentioning that he ha.d often 
·discussed the matter with Lord Walsingham, a.nd asking £or their opinion. He 
sa.id that it had always appeared to him to be good policy to appoint "a.lrnost a.ny 
other description of persons to be postmasters tha.n innkeepers." Whilst there 
were good grounds in virtually a.ll cases, he confined his objections to the more 
important offices. · 

All of the surveyors replied tha.t they a.greed with Freeling. Mr. Western's 
reply went into the historical res.sons for the employment 0£ innkeepers a.s 
postmasters but went on to say tha.t these no longer applied: 

"It is true that about 50 or 60 years ago the post offices were very 
much tn the hands of Innkeepers. but tt must be considered that at that 
time the Post Office was by no means such an obJect of revenue as tt now 
is. One of the principal. businesses of a deputy postmaster seems to have 
been to provide horses for travellers, which was even ordered and 
regulated by Act of Parliament. But of Later years the system is 
completely altered. The Bye & Cross Posts have been established with a 
train of vouchers. forward letters etc & the increase of London bags. The 
extension of correspondence, with the variety of rates of postage. have 
made 'the business so very complicated that few Innkeepers have either 
Leisure or inclination to pay sufficient re.gard to it. • •• the very nature of 
the business of an inn is attended with so much confusion. hurry and 
irregularity. that it very much disqualifies the keepers of them from 
doing business in that regular. punctual. method so indispensably 
necessary for the management of any office of ariy moment." 

He went on to point out that in his district the coaches .f'rorn London to Derby 
and from London to Nottingham were both worked by persons who were not 
innkeepers, and that, in his opinion, proprietors who did not keep inns were at 
lea.st equal to those who did. Also he said tha. t postme.st.ers and mail contractors 
were very good checks on one another, as they were always complaining if' the 
other lost time. Mr. Lott also made this point a.swell as stating tha.t innkeepers 
always used their worst horses for carrying the mail, and that the letters were 
often exposed in the ba.r or kitchen. Mr. Woodcock wrote tha.t the business was 
ot'ten let't to the servants, who since they were frequently changed, had little 
idea.. Although he had given orders for an office to be t'itted out solely for post 
o:tt'ice duties, the business was often done in a. public ba.r open to ''the 
observation of all sorts of gazers." 

From Claybrook, Mr. Saverla.nd wrote: 
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"I am en.ttre£y of your optn.ton. respecttnc the lmproprtety of Post 
01'ftce11 betn• ltept at Inn.• or A£fl Houses. because I ftnd at such pl.aces the 
business very much negLected by tts betng constdered for the most part as 
a secon.dary ObJect to au others. and instead of dotng tt re•ular£y wtth a 
small de«ree of care and attentton. tt ts setdom thou«ht of ttl.l the last 
mtnute & then hurrted over tn the most shameful manner. when letters are 
tmproperLy charced cfr mtssent to the •reat lnJury of the Revenue cfr 
Correspondence. cfr encouragement to Carrters of au descripttons. 
Innkeepers were formerly employed on account of the Rtdtng Work. but 
that ts so lessen.eel a.LL over the Ktngdom by the B'stabttshment of Matt 
Coaches. as not now to be an obJect. & persons are always to be found to 
work Matt Coaches who are not Postmasters; as a proof of which,. tho• 
there are many Innkeepers engaged tn the working of the Mail, Coach 
from London to Holyhead. not one of them ts a Postmaster; and yet the 
business is perfectly welL performed. "The Post Office" ts not of the 
consequence or recommendation to an Inn which it used to be before the 
restriction on Franking took place. & a travel.Ler now finding that my 
Host at the Post Office is deprived of' that Privilege. moves over to the 
Red Lyon. 

I always insist upon the business being done tn a prtvate room. but 
then,. when that ts over the letters are brought tnto the Bar. exposed to 
the curiosity of every person who may happen to drop tn; & I do firmly 
believe that owtng to this custom. more letters , but particularly 
newspapers. never come to hand than to any other cause, which ts one 
reason amongst many, why the Inhabitants of Towns where Post Offices 
are lt.ept at Inns, are so generally dtssa'ttsfied and susptctous of their 
letters being opened. I have long const.dered cfr made up my mind upon thts 
subJect. cfr therefore do (tU.egt.ble) gtve tt as my opinion, that tf the 
Postmaster General would be pl.eased to declare tn future that 
lnnlt.eepers were tneltgtble to Post Offtces. their Lordships would do the 
most essenttal. service to the Correspondence of t4e Ktngdom.u 

Freeling expressed his agreement with the la.st point but :felt it would be 
di:t'!icult to effect since so ma.ny interests were sometimes exerted to obtain 
appointments. However he telt it worth a. serious thought by their Lordships who 
"seem determined to be actuated by principles set to the narrow considerations 
o:t' private interest e.nd·to 1-ook to the good· o:t' the service a.lone." 

Despite this weight of opinion nothing changed. In 1798 Mr. Hodgson reported 
the.t the postmaster a.t Wetherby ha.d become a. sober ma.n since he ha.d given up 
being a.n innkeeper. Furthermore he did not wish to hea.r a.gs.in ot a.n office 
being given to a.n innkeeper, a.nd no large office should ever be given to a. person 
with other business interests. Whilst Freeling a.greed with the first statement, 
adding tha.t tha.t the Postma.sters General "ha.d :felt the :force of similar 
sentiments, but unfortunately there ha.d been considerations which ha.d 
outweighed them", he could not concur with the second since the cost would ha.ve 
been too high. When the office a.t Wellington, Se.lop, wa.s declared vs.cant in 1824, 
a. Mr. Thomas Turner wa.s nominated . .Amongst Mr. Turner's business interests wa.s 
the public house "The Sign o:t' the Sun", but the surveyor reported tha.t he wa.s 
willing to provide a. room sepa.ra.te from the rest of the inn for a. post o:f:tice. Yet 
a.gs.in Freeling reiterated his views on innkeepers a.s postmasters, but added 
that there were ma.ny innkeepers who held postma.sterships a.nd tha.t two ha.d 
recently appointed a.t Banbury a.nd Cosha.m. There are probably ma.ny examples to 
be :found in the Midlands. For instance, a.t Lutterworth the office wa.s at the 
Denbigh Arms :for a. number of yea.rs up to 1845, although on the appointment o'f 
Stephen Ma.sh in 1832, the PMG commented "of course a.n of:fice must be provided 
distinct from the Inn." However in the la.rger towns a.nd cities the increase in 
the volume o'f business, a.s the first ha.l:t' o:f' nineteenth century passed, would 
surely ha.ve ma.de it impossible to combine the two positions. 
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There appea.rs to ha.ve been no cha.nge in the ot:tici&l position until 1839, when 
it ca.me to the notice o-£ the Secreta.ry tha.t & grea.t number ot the ma.11 gua.rds 
kept public houses, & practice which he· 1"elt was likely to be injurious to the 
service since such places were regarded e.s pla.oes ot ''bad ha.bits &nd low 
compa.ny". The Postmaster Genere.l issued instructions that anyone who kept a. 
public house was to be regarded as ineligible tor employment in the Post Ot:tice. 
Employees who a.lready owned a. public house were to be given one year to dispose 
ot it or be dismissed. The case ot a. wi:te keeping a public house was to be treated 
as it it belonged to the husba.nd. 

However we tind in White's 1846 directory tor Leicestershire that at lea.st 
eight ot the sub-ot1'1ces were located in inns. Presumably a. simila.r situation 
could be tound in other counties for the matter wa.s explained by a. minute o:! 
February 1852 in which it wa.s reported tha.t ''by some oversight" the instructions 
were not promulgated in the country in Engla.nd, but were restricted to London. 
So the order wa.s ma.de general but not retrospective - applying only to ruture 
a.ppointments. In the circular issued to the surveyors the following 
qua.lit'ica.tion wa.s added to the order: 

"His Lordship reserves to himself the power of dispensing with the 
observance of thts rule in special cases where he may deem its relaxation 
necessary and expedient." 

Such a. case a.rose in September 1858. The only competent person living at New 
Inn (Burton on Trent) and willing to take on the duties ot sub-postmaster was 
the innkeeper. Since it was telt to be expedient not to abolish the ot't'ice, the 
rule was waived. Over the years, there were a. number of simila.r examples. From 
a.bout 1890 it was usually stipulated that a. separate room with a. separate 
entrance should be provided :for the post of'fice. 

When the order was drawn up, the Post Of't'ice tailed to consider the 
complexity ot the licensing la.ws. They appear to have been "caught out" in 
December 1854, when it wa.s found that the holder of an "otf-licenoe" had been 
appointed as a sub-l)ostmaster. The appointment was cancelled but reinstated on 
appeal, on the grounds that the liquor wa.s sold in bottles tor consumption oft' 
the premises. The holders of' some "o:f:f-licences" sold drink in open vessels :for 
consumption o:f:f the premises which might be on a bench just outside the door. So 
by 1860 the rule had been modified to: 

"An officer is forbidden to be connected directly or indirectly, with 'the 
ownership or management of an inn or any establishment licensed for the 
sale of drink to be consumed on the premises.'' 

Although it was not stated a sub-postmaster was allowed to hold an 
"of'f' - licence" on the understanding that the drink was sold in closed vessels. At 
a. la.tar da.te it was stipulated that whilst it was sometimes necessary to appoint 
the holder of' a.n "ot:f-licence", no one already employed by the Post Of'tice would 
be allowed to acquire such a licence except in very special circumstances. In 
1897 the sub-postmaster at Knipton (Leics) took out a.n such a. licence. · He was 
called upon to resign his licence or his appointment. Eventually he chose to 
relinquish the :former. 

During the 1920s a.nd 30s the rule was relaxed :from time to time to allow the 
appointment ot' a. licensee as an auxiliary postman or allowance deliverer. When 
a. Mr. Dowdeswell, a postman at Redditch, inherited the Rose a.nd Crown Inn at 
Alcester on the death of' his :father in 1929, special permission was required for 
the licence to be transferred t.o him - a. requisite for the disposa.1 o:f the 
business. This was gra.nted provided that he took no pa.rt in the management o:f 
the business. 
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~y a .. General Order 'issued in December, 1839, Pexsons 

in th~ employ of the Post Office are strictly prohibited from . 

keeping Public ~Ql;J:S."es, including Bee1· Shops, ro~ pain of 
,. ~ . .. 

dismissal from the Service. 

It must be clearly understood that no evasio~ of tllis 
.. 

order· will be permitted ; the wife holding a Public House 

or _B.eer Shop will be considered precisely in the same light 

.a~· if:the -=husbana~ carrled.1t on. 

W . BOKENHAl\1, 

Controller. 

GENERAL POST OFFICE, 

-
. .. 

. CIRCULATION DEP ARTME~T, 

-23rd June, 1856.. 
•I • 

~· ., 
'-.' · ' : L . . · 

Reproduced by permis sion o f P .O. Archives. 
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The whole me.tter we.s reviewed in 1949 atter the application of a publican :tor 
a. position as a. postman a.t Benson (Oxon) had been rejected. His M.P. took up the 
ca.se with the PMG. As a result it was decided to remove the restriction on 
employment of persons connected with licensed premises. There was no 
relaxation in the rule prohibiting the opening ot a sub-o:t:tice in such premises, 
but a licensee was not to be debarred from appointment as a sub-postmaster i:t' 
he could o:tter accommodation :tor a sub-office separate :from the licensed 
premises. 

I do not know what the position is now. With the disa.ppea.ra.nce o:f so many 
village shops in recent yea.rs, the number of people able and willing to provide a 
post office in rural area.sis very limited despite tha.t some a.re run in the ":t'ront 
room" of a house. Steph Stobbs has described in MM4'7 the operation, :tor a. -Jtew 
hours on a Friday morning, ot a. post ot'f'ice in the village inn at Clunton. When 
the post ot't'ice at Ab Kettleby (Melton Mowbray) closed at the end of April 1986, 
the tenants of the Sugar Loa.:t' volunteered to run a pa.rt-time office in their 
public house. By the July the o:f:fice opened on Tuesdays and Thursdays :from 9 
a..rn . to ll a .rn. So it is not possible to combine a quick halt' with buying some 
stamps. 

Finally it occurred to me one day, when we were having lunch (excellent 
va.lue) at the :Denbigh Arms Lutterworth, it would be an excellent piece of' 
practical postal history to seek out all the remaining inns, at which the mail 
coaches called, on sa.y the Chester Road, a.nd sample the fa.re. It might be 
possible to produce a "Good Food Guide" tor postal historians. If' a. sponsor could 
be found, I would volunteer to do the research :for a. small remuneration. 

***** 

For POSTAL HISTORY 

Especially GB (County) , Mari time, Transatlantic and sare Foreign 

Contact MICHAEL · JACKSON (Philatelists) Ltd 
Now at P.O. Box 3, St Neots, Cambs PE19 2HQ 

Phone 0480-215063 
24 hr ansafhone 

Visitors welcane by app::>int:me.nt at 
The Stables, The Shrubbery, St Neots 
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SIX-DAY TOWNS, 1755 

Of pa.rticula.r note on th~ list below is the a.bsence of· Coventry, Coleshill a.nd 
Lich:tield - see the a.rticles by Chris Bea.ver in previous issues. 

GENERAL POST-OFFICE. 
LONDON, .October 25. l 7SS. 

BAOS ror the following TOWNS are difpa1ched ever)' Night. and the Letters delivered in Return every 
Day (Sund~ys e·xccptcd.) 

Abirfldon 
Ampthill 
Afhburton 
Attleborough 
Bath. Bcccles 
.Bcconsficld 
·Birmingham 
Dridgewatcr 
Briftol 
Bromfgrovc 
Burnt wood 
Bury St.Edmds 
Cambridge 
Campdcn 
Canterbury 
Chatham 
Chelmsford 
Chertfcy · 

: Chefter · . 
Chipp.Norton 
Circncefter 
Claremont 
Cobham 
Colcheftcr 
Croydon 
Darking 
Dartford 
Deal;·Derby 
D.over 
Enfield 

Epfom Loughborough Southall 
Eshcr, Surrey Lowftofl'. Lynn . ,,Stafford 
Evefham Maidftone StokeinNorfolk 
Exeter · Manchefter Ston~ 
Farringdon ~1dalcw1cn ·sun6u!'y 
Feverfham Moulfey, Surry Taunton 
Gcrrards Crofs ~arnptwich Tcddington 
Glouccfter Newmarket Thamc 
Gravefcnd Newport Pagn. Thames Ditton 
Grays Northampton Thanet 
Guildford Northwich Thetford 
Ham in Surry Norwich Tiverton 
HamptonCourt Nottingham Twickenham 
Hampton Town .Oxford Uxbridge 
HamwickSurry Petersham Warr~u 
Hanworth Plymouth • Walton 
Harborough • Portsmouth ·Warrington 
,_.ertford Prefcot \\'clhngton 
High Wickham Quccnoorough Wells 
Jngnteflon · Richmond Wcvbridl.!~ · 
lpfwich Ripley · \Vindhan'l Norr 
Jflcworth Rocheftcr \Vind for 
Kclvcdon Royfton · \Vinl!ham Kent 
Kingfton Rumford \Vitham 
Kingfton \Vick Sandwich \Vitton 
Latam Sa~mundham ·\Volverhamp-
Lcatherhcad Sheppcrton ton 
Leiccftcr Shitrnall \Vooburn 
Littleton Shrcwfbury Worccft~r 

·uvcr_pool Sittin£bourn Yarmouth 
Tunbri~se Bag tvery Night from Midfum. to Mic;haclmas 011/)'. 

Bags for the following Towns arc difpatchcd Mondays, Tucfdays, Thurfdays, and Saturdays; and the 
Returns ar1: delivered Mondays, Wedncfdays, Thurfdays, and Saturdays. -·· 

Arundel Eart-Grinftead Lewes Rygatc 
Brighthclmfton Godalmin Midhurft Stcyning 

. Chichcfter Haftcmerc .Pctworth · Shoreham 
Q.s!pber tO. 1755. Was opened the Communication by Poft between Sheffield and the great North 

Road thro· Do11cafter: and between Ma11c/1efter. Liveroool. Warring1011. Cll~fur. G/011~t/ltr. South 
Wales. I!tjft_fl,l and the whole CroTsJ(oad : as ·wcu as between Liver/iool. ~Ma11che)ier-;w'1gail;Prej1oir, 
Lanca]ter. Ae11dof. and a--n-farts of Westmoreland and C11mberland: and between Liverpool, and all 
parts of Yorkshire, Durham, Norlhunt,/Hrland, &otl~md, Derbymir~, Notti11ghams'1ir~, Uncolns/1ire 1 

Huntingdons/1ir~. Cambridgeshire, and lfor/olk. 
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BAKEWELL RURAL POSTS 

Deta.i:led here a.re two sets o:t revisions o:t the posts under Bakewell. The :tirst 
is da.ted 24th Februa.ry 1857; the other is da.ted 24th. March 1858 and a.ppea.rs to 
ha.ve come into operation on 29th. April. At the time tha.t the :tirst revision was 
proposed, it ha.d been hoped to provide a ma.11 ca.rt 1'rom Sheffield to Castleton 
but no one could be f'ound to undertake it at an acceptable price. 

Pa.rt 1 

Bakewell - Ha.thersage 
Ha.ssop, Ca.lver, Stoney Middleton, Eya.m (Foolow, Grindlow, Hucklow), Gri.ndle:ford 
Bridge, Ha.thersa.ge. 
Ma.11 Ca.rt da.ily. Sub-pmr Eya.m to deliver at Foolow etc. four days a. week. 

Bakewell (Ha.thersa.ge) - Derwent 
Sickleholme, Bamford, Ashopton, Derwent.Foot messenger six days a. week. 

Bakewell (Calver) - Goa.tclif':!e 
Curba.r, Frogga.tt, Stoke, Goa.tcli1':f'e. 
By sub-prnr Ca.lveF, six days a. week. 

Bakewell - Castleton 
Ashford, Cresbrook, Litton, Tideswell, Castleton. 
Ma.11 Ca.rt daily. Delivery by sub-prnrs. 

Bakewell (Ash:ford) - Wardlow 
Churchdale, Thornbridge, Great Longstone, Little Longstone, Wardlow. 
By :toot messenger. 

Bakewell (Tideswell) - Wormhill 
Wheston, Miller's Dale, Wormhill. 
Delivery by sub-prnr Tideswell. 

Bakewell (Ta.ddington) - Blackwell 
Priestclif't'e, Blackwell. 
Delivery three days a week by sub-pmr Ta.ddington. 

Bakewell (Castleton) - Bra.dwell 
Hope, Bro~gh, Srnallda.le, Bra.dwell. 
Foot messenger six da.ys a week. 

Bakewell (Castleton) - Eda.le 
Eda.le. 
Delivery by sub-pmr Castleton three days a week. 

Bakewell - Pilsey 
Edensor ,Pilsley. 
By :foot messenger. 

Bakewell - Flagg 
Over Haddon, One Ash, Money Ash, Sheldon, Flagg. 
By foot messenger :four days a week. 

Bakewell - Meadow Place 
Alport, Youlgreave, Middleton. Meadow Place. 
By :toot messenger six days a. week. 

Bakewell - Beeley 
Rowsley, Beeley. 
By omnibus. 

Bakewell - Birchover 
~urton Closes, Haddon House, Haddon Ha.11, Stanton, Stanton Leys, Birchover. 
By :foot messenger six days a. week. 



ehett1eld - Ca.st,leton 
Ha.thers&ge,Hope,Brough,Castleton. 

56/19 

Pa.rt. 2 

In winter by me.11 oe.rt de.ily. In summer by me.11 oo&oh. 

Ha.thersa.ge - Derwent 
As in pa.rt 1. 

Hope - Ha.zlebe.dge 
Sme.lld&le, Bra.dwell, He.zlebe.dge. 
By sub-pmr Bra.dwell to a.nd trom Hope de.ily. 

Hope -Booth 
Eda.le, Booth. 
By messenger six de.ys a. week. 

Ha. thersa.ge - Tideswell 
Grindletord Bridge, Goa.tscli:f:fe, Lea.m He.11, Calver (Curbar, Stoke, Frogga.tt), 
Stoney Middleton, Eya.m (Hucklow etc.), Litton, Wardlow, Tideswell. 
By rna.11 ca.rt daily. Delivery by sub-pmrs. 

Litton - Cressbrook 
Cress brook. 
By sub-pmr o:f Cressbrook who will convey e.nd deliver the letters de.Hy. 

Bakewell - Rowland 
Ashford, Churchda.le, Thornbridge, Little Longstone, Great Longstone, Ha.ssop, 
Rowland. 
By messenger de.ily. 

Be.slow - Pilsle~ 
Chatsworth, Edensor, Pilsley. 

Hue kl ow 

J 
a.dwell 

Fool ow 
Derwent 
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LETTER AND PARCEL BILLS 

Ha.s anyone else seen a.n item like the one illustrated below (slightly reduced 
in size)? I ca.me a.cross it a.t one of our loce.l ste.mp t'a.irs. Obviously a. le.rge 
number a.re used 1n the course of a. day but most e.re, I imagine, destroyed. It' one 
''escaped", it seems likely t.ha.t others did so too. 
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A r eminder :from the Treasurer that, if you have not already paid your 
subscription :for the 1988/89 sea.son, now is the time to· do so. Cheques :tor £4.80 
to be sent to Trevor Cl ewley, 127 Queslett Road Ea.st, Streetly, Sutton Coldfield 
B74 2AJ. as soon as possible please. 

NEXT MIDLAND MAIL 

This should a.ppee.r in late October I ea.rly November. I have no idea. what it 
will contain since I have a :few ideas in my hea.d, but nothing on pa.per. So e.dd to 
the profits of the G.P.O. by sending a deluge o~ articles to: 
John Soer, 5lD Barkham Roa.d, Wokingham, Berkshire RGll 2RG. 

Great Bri lain Postal tlistory 
from 1840 to date. County material, 

fDCs and the unusual. Send for my latest list. 

ROGER HUDSON 
36 WEST STREET 

WARWICK 
C\/34 6AN 


