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:Cd i torial ·------· _ON STHIKE '? 
Please ~c6ept apoloGies for the dO lay in issueing this 
Bulletin Noo 13 s.low in fori ;1 0 tion but quick in its 
birth. The last issue of a Bulletin was in November 78 
some five months ago. I am afraid 'black ice' and poor 
road conditions kept your Sdi tor in hospital and 'under 
the weather' for some time. 
There has been three succesful Society Meetings since 
last November - and members have had notice of all of 
them. 
This Bulletin will be short - not through lack of 
material - but in order to give you sufficient notice to 
prepare for the AGM and ge t so~e ite~s out for our Postal 
History Auction. (see next itew). 

NOTICE C:.: _'.G:CNlh 

Our FOURTH AGM will be held on IJ.~!_::~da_y: 2_1_st i'i.PRIL 79 
at the Birmingham & Midland Institute cocmencinc at 
2.00 pm and will be followo ~ by our Annual Postal 
History Auction at approx. 3.30 p m. 
AG END/. 

AUCTION DETAILS 

1. Apologies 
2. Minutes of Last :"Gr; (available in Hoom) 
3. Any matters arising 

·4. Officers Reports : Chairman 
Secreto.ry 
'.l'ronsurer 

5. Election of Officers (as above) 
Plus Dulletin Editor 

6. 1979/1980 Society Meetings and Venues 
7. ~ny other business. 

It is h~ped that an nuction catalgguo will be 
issued with this i:iullotin. Mo.torial will :Je 
accepted on tho d~y as we arc a little short 
in itews at tho onD 2nt. 
Will all nembers wh J hove sent list of iteras 
to Editor remember to brin~ the items with 
thou on the day. Guosts and friends will bo 
woJ.comed nt Auction - so bring someone along 
with you and helf s~ppo~t your Society in our 
le.st ovont of tho --1 '-Y78/7') seq.son. 

Thank you. 
n,... ···; ,., rn, _,..... • r'\11 ·• ,c ' "'"'"''~1 -::'""'n-, ! .p...,..,,, . .., Dn.c:o+ ~"~,. 
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Will all Ll embers wh J hnvc sent list of iteras 
t o Editor remember to brin~ the items with 
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woJ.comed a t Auction - so bring someone along 
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Pa,:::e Tw o : 
Fa:0 e .. , Three 

Pae;e Four 
Page Five 
Fo.ge Six 

Thank you. 
OJJ;)S and ~-;: ;·m.~ ; fr ,.>rn Post Box 
new Hcrnbe:cs , I~ e~;.: rt ~m last Me eting 
and 1 ~ho Missont Hnndstamps from 
Dirrninghm1 1 lJy j~ric Lewis 
Illustrations 
Article 
Postal History Crossword 
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ODDS. AND ENDS from Edi tor 1 s Post E.:i.0 

ONE f•lan Spencer has informed us tho.t the: JJ LfriINGHld•I PHILJ .. TELIC 
SOGILTY will he holding the ~ '-' :.uctiorc on Hccl.ncsc1ay 25th 
/i.pril (preview on 'f 8th l\.pr-: ~: } o I-c e i:is included will cover 
the followin~ postal histor y ( inolP~inc some ~L's from 1731, 
ww1 covers' posta:i statio.'1· .. ·::--y otc. ; .. free cata.logue co.n be 
obtained from J\.lan by wrj tiu~~ to hh1 a't24a Perry Hill n ond, 
Oldbury, Warley, West Midlands. Dugsest you sand a stamp. 

TJO Sequel to DIBMINGH~M ~UBDER DATE ST~MPS in Bull~tin No. 10 
by Ted Co1;-s-:---- ··----~--~--

NEU 
M:ShDEHS 

Our Treasurer, Peter Baxtor, tells us that he has the 
following items in addition to those that Ted has list ed: 

Curd worth Birmingham 
Fen End Dirmingho.n 
Groat Barr Birmingham 
Hall Groen I3irm ingho.r.1 
Hemsley Birmingham 
Ty burn Birmingham 

12 4"L)_) 

unc:o.t Gc.1 
12 J·u 

2 1--t:),, 
10 oc 

1 .S ~i~~ 

12 

17 
15 
14 
1 L:. 

Colour 
Purple 
Purple 
Dlack 
Dlnck 
Black 
Dlacl< 

No doubt Ted will note these additonal 'rubbers' - have you 
any that have not yet been listed ? Look up Bulletin No 10 
and ch0cko Let mo know so they co.n be ~,·;ublished. 

(Editor, 13 Station Road, Hinckley, Loics.) 

LEAMING1rON sp;·l rememb er the interesting o.rticle ty Poter 
Sharp on the Leaoington Post Office (sco Bulletin No 12 
November last). Peter Baxter queries tho date of 1887 for 
the alteration of the squared circle Leamington Spa - he 
has one is his possosi0n dat ed 26 No.rch 1886 - a year earlier 
than previ ,Jusly publishodo -
Our Treasurer also raises the interosting query o.& to why the 
t own name took so long in 1 changinc 1 o Queen Victoria acceded 
to the requests of inhabitants in 1838 that they miGht 
henceforth style their town 1 ')oy,'J.l···10n.mington Spa'. Ho asks 
whether the Post Office ~uthor~ti e s resisted the chan~c in the 
postal markings as resistance to an 1 en.rly slogan postmark' ? 

(and unpaid Llembers) This Bulletin will be sent out to all 
~embers as listed last year if you . have not paid your 
annual subscri; tion of £1.50 to our Treasurer - please do 
so immedio.tely - otherwise this is tho lo.st Bulletin you 
will receiveo __ :~~ ."'.lL0.~:::.t_~}ns _le R.H.T1~_-y_sr 
We welcome our new rnombers - Poter Do.xtor and I will Get 
together and issue details of now members ~ our next 

ilEPO~~T ON NARCH MEI!;TING (hold in L0~aington Spa on 17th) 

Members may recall that on the 17th the Midlands wns once 
again covered in SNOV. Nevo~tholoss six morabcrs braved the 
snow and arrived at 'OddfellJws Hall'. The small attendance 
did not deter rnecbors from h 1vinc a very informative meeting. 
Gay Parker gave a short dis:'.iln.:y o: .. ~. l oco.l history of Deduorth, 
Elim.booth o.nd Eric LGwis j •_,.; :.:"J '-1 J:orcos a gave a gnod display 
of Birminr;lrn.m Duplex Harb·; . ;:·i.c]1::i.i~c1 Fo.:cnmn, our Chairman, 
illustrated "-- \:Jorld wide d~.1>f'!.~'ly ci:f postrno.rkso Peter .Sharp, 
batting on hi.,s own sr ,.:,und, r,.;1. :)woc1 'Jarwick and Lcmrninct (JU 
iluplex Hnrkso Secretary sh0~in~ a wide range of Mo.chino 
Cancellations of Coventry fr uJ;1 1926 to th.e present day. 
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Sharp on the Leanington Post Office (seo Bulletin No 12 
November lust). Peter Baxter queries tho date of 1007 for 
the alteration of the squared circle Leamington Spa - he 
has one is his posscsi0n dated 26 March 1886 - a year earlier 
than previ ,)usly published. -
Our Treasurer also raises the interesting query as; to why the 
t own name took so l ong in 1 changin~ 1 • Queen Victorie acceded 
to the requests o f inhabitants in 1838 that they miGht 
henceforth style their town 1 ~~or:i1···10amington Spa 1 • He asks 
whether tho Post Office ~uthorities resisted the change in the 
postal markings as resistance t!) [El 1 early slogan postuark 1 ? 

(and unpaid Llembers) This . Bulletin will be sent out to all 
~embers as listed last year if you have not paid your 
annual subscri; tion of £1.50 to our Treasurer - please do 
so immediately - otherwise this is tho last Bulletin you 

· 1 · P J·1· . -1- k;11 • " I) ,., T ~ w i 1 receive • -'-='·-~-~-~.::_"....._-:_E._;;;_:_~0~-~L. 
We wolcome our new mvmbers ··· Pc tor IJaxter and I will [;et 
together and issue details of now members ~ our next 

ilEPO~~'r ON NARCH HE~TING (hold in Lr;o.ninr:ton :Spa on 17th) 

Hem be rs may recall tho. t on the 1 '?th tl10 Midlands was once 
again cover ed in SNOlJ" No\i c;:-tholc.sa six mor.1bors braved the 
snow and arr~ved at 'Oddfell Jws Hall' . The small attendance 
did not dct 0r members from h1vinc n very informative meeting. 
Gay Parker gave a .short dis:,_Jl·'lJ o:c. l ·:) co.l history of Bedworth, 
Eliz>aboeth and Eric Lewis j•.>:i :. •r::L1 for ces a gave a good display 
of Birmincham Duplex Mark8. ~ ich~rd Fa~mnn, our Chairman, 
illustrated "- \:JorJ.cl. wide d:i.:-;_pl.ay o? postmarks. Peter Sharp, 
batting on his own gr ,) und, ,s;1_,)vrnd 'Jarwick a.nd LeaminGt ,:in 
Duplex harks. Secreta~y sh0win~ a wide range of Machine 
Cancell1J.tions of Coventry fr o1:1 1926 t o the present day. 

P.S. Wo still propose to h old u 5poc iul Lleeting rcGaraing 
tho 'care anJ prot0ction 1 of p ~ito.l hist ory rantorinl 
whilst in storo~o. Watch this space *** 
If yc u, c.s a i::oi;-·,bor, wcn1lc"'. l:i.lco y our Conmittcc to 
organize o. uoeting of special interest to you - ~ a 

not hesitate to lot the Sucreto.ry know. 
(V.SoChostcr, 17 Ro ck Closo, Coventry, Warwicks.) 
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IfEH HEMBEHS --... -- The f ollowins o.r e welcom e d ('. fl new r.10E1bors of tho Society 

Bo ;; . Broukcs, 129 Dr oElsgr ov ' _,fr10J.1, J-J, ~nninr; t on, Hnlesov10n. 

John C~W.Fi eld, Fra ncis Fi ~ ~.d Lt d. Sutton Coldfi eld 

J.G.Tarlet on, 499 3urton :au :.i.d , Hid1rny , Nr. Burt on on 'l' r cnt 

Mrs. ff. A.Hurst, 11+ Sh o.wf iccJc1 ;_ ~o o.c.l, IIo.d fiold, Hydo 1 Cheshire 

J . Ji. .Tn.ylor, c/o 12L~ Henhu :".'.st Hill, Bm~ton on Trent. 

ON BUHTON ON THEN'r MEETING 

Membeis will r ecnll tha t we ho ld a mee ting on 10th February 
at The Bass Mus euLl 3urton on Trent - thirteen membera 
braved the col d weather and visit oJ the Mus eum t o attend a 
small but informative me eting . 
Our Chairmnn issued the illustrated Duplex Cancellntion and 
R0cording shhet f or s arne . A livoli discussi on f ollowed 
resulting in a change in the outlay of the RccordinG Shhets. 
The amended she ets will be issued to members at next meeting 
(and at the AGM) . 
John Co.ll adine showed an excellent selection of County Maps. 
suitable to enha nce any P/H c ollection. 
The high light of the aft ernoon be i ng our Annual Competition 
in which fiv e memb 01 s displayed five excellent nine sheet 
entries. Tww members who judge d t he displays were pushed 
hnrd to find n winner - eventually thoy were unanimous in 
selecting Eric Lewis's display of 1 DIJMINGHAM UNDATED CIRCLES' 
ns the winner. The Chairoan presen ted Eric with the 8ociety 
Shield t o ke ep f or the f orthcooinc 12 nonths. 

** ******** ***** C** **** **************** 

Up until 1793 letters sent t o t ho wrong post twwns were 
re t urned to London for re-s ortinc nt tho Dea d Le tter Office , but in this. 
yonr (1793) it was dec i ded by the Poet Offic e that such letters should 
be forwarded direct t o their correct Towns with the normal i;mils with an 
endorsement to indicnte the reason for tho delay. This endors N,10nt was 
nt first in manuscript but within n f ew y ears many Towns be~an to use 
suitable handstamps. 

Ono of the first Towns to us e such a handstamp wns Dirminghnrn 
whore a staight line type was introduced in the early years of tho 19th 
century. Fig. 1 illustrates the use of this mark on an 1805 cover 
nd~rossod t o Highnm, but it will be seen from the illustration tha~ the 
writer finished the Esq. in such n way t hat tho postal clerk read the 
post town as Birmingham. This mark continued in use until it was re­
plncod by n single lino oval : see Figur e 2. 

The second e:xample of the two that I have of this type is on 
a letter sheet dated 182~ and shows wea r t o the oval frame and lettering. 
This no doubt led to the introduction of a new hn.ndstamp of similar type 
but with a double lined oval (Figure 3 ) which continued in use until 
tho early 1840 1 s when a circular type ( Fi ~uro 4) was brought into use. 

The la.st type used o.t Dirmin:_;h o..m i n the 1850 1 s before rniss ent 
hnndstnmps went out of use, wn.s astra:i. ;_,;J.1t line similar to the first 
type, but in two lines inst ead of throe (~ eo Ficure 5). This is 
probably the scnrcest of the FIVE types and I have not seen it 
illustrated in any published literatur e . 
(sec page 4 for illustrations of five t;~os). 
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ON BUHTON ON THEN'r MEETING 

Membeis will recall that we held u meeting on 10th February 
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braved the cold weather and visit oJ the Museum t a attend a 
small but informative meeting. 
Our Chairmnn issuod the illustrated Duplex Canccllution and 
R0cording shbet for sarno. A livcl~ discussion followed 
resulting in a change in the outlay of the Rccordinc Shhets . 
The amended sheets will be issucc1 to members at next li1octing 
(and at the AGM). 
John Calladino showed an excellent selection of County Maps 
suitable to enhance any P/H collection. 
The high light of the afternoon being our Annual Competition 
in which five memb01s displayed five excellent nine sheet 
entries. Tww members who judged the displays were pushed 
hard to find a winner - eventually they were unnnimous in 
selecting Erie Lewis 1 s dis11l.::ty of 1 !JL{i'UNGHAM UNDATED CIIWLES' 
ns the winner. Tho Chniro~n presented Eric with tho Society 
Shield to keep for tho forthcorainG 12 nonths. 

***************~********************** 

Up until 1793 letters sent t o the wrong post twwns were 
returned to London for re-sortinB o.t tho Dead Letter Offico, but in this. 
year (1793) it was decided by the Poet Office thnt such letters should 
be forwarded direct to their correct Towi1s with tho normal unils with an 
endorsement to indicate the reason for the clelay. ·Tl1:is endorsonent wo.s 
nt first in manuscript but within n few years runny Towns be3nn to use 
suitable handstamps. 

One of the first Towns to use such n hnndstamp was Dirmingharu 
where a staight line type was introduced in the early years of tho 19th 
century. Fig. 1 illustrates tho use of this mark on an 1805 cover 
ndtlrcssod to Higham, but it will be seen from the illustration thn~ tho 
writer finished the Esq. in such a way that tho postal clerk rend the 
post town as Birmingham. This mnrk continued in use until it was re­
plncod by n single line oval : see Figure 2. 

The second e<xsmple of the two that I have of this type is on 
n lotter sheet dated 182~ and shows wenr to the oval frame and lettering. 
This no doubt led to the introduction of n new hnndstnmp of similar type 
but with a double lined oval (Figure 3) which continued in uso until 
tho early 1840's when a circular type (Fi~urc 4) was brought into use. 

The lnst typo useQ nt Dirmin~hnm in the 1850's before missent 
h::mdsta.mps went out of use, wns astra:L::;ht lino similar to the. first 
~ype, but in two lines instead of throe (~eo Ficurc 5). This is 
probably the scarcest of tho FIVE types and I have not seen it 
illustro. ted in nny publisheJ li tern. tuj~ '~' . 

(sec page 4 for illustrntions of five t~pos). 

I:ext Issue Will be published somotiae in ~UGust giving details of 
next Sanson's meetinBS und proc rnLloe. In the raountimc 
sec what YOU cnn do nbout ii;1p:coving our 1:1e1:1bership. 
Just send name and address of p otential new me1:1bor t o 
Peter Baxt8r 1 72 MiJhurst Hond, Kings Norton, BirminGhnn. 



. I 

Fl<; 2 Fl G·-."? 

Mf.~S .£NT. TO 

f.ifAMIMQM~M ~-=-1G 5 

J=• ~lites 2 ·. 3 ~ 4 Q""el 5. 
l»E HISSl:l.lT lJA)JJ>STAMPS Of BIRHJ~c:;HA/.1 '-1 lt•c l~w•s 

A Po STAL ff I 5T02Y C205SW02D (See Pc:ese G) 
b Y. J 0 h., c Q II q d I r>e. 



'l I, 

LIV.ill and LFARN --- by-··-.. ., .... __ 

Robert A. E'.Pnt . 

Do you ever wish you pursue& a nice easy pastime like 
stamp collecting, rather than pos t al histary ? I know I do 
I even gave up some years ago and sold my collection - a ~ovo 
I have regretted ever sincen 

I first discovered postal history in the shape of a few 
tatty penny red covers which a friend gave to me. I was so 
green that I thought they were marvellous 1 

Gradually I began to learn a lot more about postal 
history and decided to form a collection of Warwickshire 
material. Alas I soon found myself spending more and mars money 
only to find that I had to let a lot of materials slip through 
my fL1gers because I could not afford it. It was then, in 
sneer frustration, that I sold the lot. 

Some time later I found that selling my collection had 
do ~e nothiLg to appease ~y desire to collect postal history. 
I n fact I found my G.B. stawp cpllection, which I had not sold, 
no loDger interested me. Rows of unmounted mint commems lefc 
lll e c c.iJ. ci • 

After a lot of hard thinking I decided to start all ove~ 
a~~aL1, but this time to restrict myself to my own area: 
Nu.nec:d;on, Bedworth and Bulkington o Shortly afte:.cwards a well 
known postal historian asked me what area I was interdsted in. 
Nhen I told him he chuckled and said "Vvell, there's nothing 
uo rti:~ collecting from that area so it won't take you long ! 11 

He made that com~ent three y2ars ago. 
ti Je I have been proving hi~ wrong ! 

Ever since that 

True, early material is virtu.ally non-existent - for 
ins -co.nee I still need an examp le of the Bedworth undated 
circular village type mark as listed in the County Catalogue 
(any offer anyone ?) but I have amassed a sizeable collection 
of material from the turn of the century onwards. 

This includes such items as a scarce Bedworth skeleton 
used on a parcel post label; early use of the Nuneaton double 
ring eds - 1896; and late use of the Nuneaton duplex - 1911. 
More modern material includes postage due items, mis-send ~nd 
re-directed mail, slogans and special handstamps. 

With the impending changes in the handling of Warwicks~ire 
mail vit~ Coventry taking over mo 2t of the work I decided to 
ex.L;<n:ic, my- collection to include the whole of the present 
Hu~1eEd;on postal district and at the same time to photograph 
eve~y off ice in the area and to g e t examples of the postmarks 
used . I 6id not realise that this would mean visiting nearly 
~h~e 8 do~en o!ficest 

) .. las I live at thd Coventry 0nd of the 11uneaton postal 
die; t.;:,_·ict . Thus off ~!.ces a mile a 'N: .i ..r come under Coventry Wl1ile 
mauy ftinea ton offic e s are over th6 border in Leicestershire. 
I fouu d myself travellin~ mil0s in~~ LeicAstershire villa~es 
I b5Q never even heard of to trac k lnwn th~ offices in such 
~)l.::i. c,;s as Earton in the Beans an.cl .8r:.tt 1)n Cheney. What at 
fi~ot appeared to be so~ething of a chore turned out, howeve~ , 
to 0e ~ est pleasant bAcause I discovered many charming vill a~ e s 
on ~y travels. / 

I 
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I also cheated slightly by including other nearby villages 
in my ccllection of pictures and pn s~marks which fell outside 
th0 Funeaton postal district but wb 1.c h were near to me. This 
ac~ ~;ed. another dozen villages in the Hinckley, Coventry and l?.u rsby 
districts to my list of places to visit. I have, however, 
stopped myself from getting involved with the postal history of 
thase fringe areas - so far. 

Scouring the files of Nuneaton library has also produced a 
lot of information, as of course have the standard works on 
postal history. But far from being a simple straightforward 
area to study I am finding it more and more complicated. Jor 
instance at different times different parts of the presant ~ostal 
district have been served by three different post towns. 

Some three years after embarking on this serious study I . 
now realise just how little I know about the postal history of 
my own area. One day no doubt all the pieces of the puz zle 
will fall into place. But why oh l why did I not stick to those 
nice rows of unmounted mint G.B. ? It was all so easy t ~en . ______ ,,,,,,_ .,..._ __________ .. ____ __,_. 

(Gee Pt.~ :: ~ 4.) 
ACROSS --
1. Let Spenser go ! (4,5) 
8. 'l'tJ.0 quintessence of any case (4) 

to the Jails 
Tele~raph. 

9. A p2inter indeed but was Hill his father ? (10) 
11. Jo etiF·3S hired but free in the Midland G~~. P.H.s. (4) 
12. TLe State of the pony express ? ( 5) 
14. :Jc:ts carried mail in the Sudan ( 4) 
15. }J:•esent parlance, if not value, for what two sheets 

i~eoded in 1840 (3,-1,2) 
17 ~21.It followed Dockwra (10,5,4) 
18. Coutents not examined ? (6) 
19. ~ fee p&id for this delay (4) 

• 20. Plc:sd iL good faith, we hope (5) 
2~. ~o~r collection may be of neat prim co mixed up •••• (10) 
26. • ••• but in the same place (4) 
27. A0 ual payment in the E~erald Isle ? (5,4) 

DOf;_:i 
2:---· 1J.:-..'e lve penny blacks in one (3) 
3. OvCI'jo;yed little Edward is overdue inside (6) 
4. Revolutionary islander annoyed (3,7,5) 
5. . :.Je7.ween morning and evening duty ( 4) 

6 & 16.Payment for 2"1,h ozs 138 years ago (4,5) 
7. Rowland's achievement (3,5,4) 

10. Postage due (5,6) 
12. Tap door differently for high route (3,4) 
13. Helps get rid of duplicates (5,2) 

14,22 
& 19. Afloat near the white cliffs (5,4,6) 

23. Alternative Eros (4) 
25. Snare at cost (3) 

Answer will be ;ublished in next·Bulletin 


