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ON STRIKE ?

Please accept apologies for the dClay in issueing this
Bulletin No. 13 ~ slow in foruation but quick in its
birth. The last issue of a Bulletin was in November 78
some five months ago. I am afraid 'black ice' and poor
road conditions kept your Iditor in hospital and 'under
the weather' for some time.

There has been three succesful Society Meetings since
last November =~ and members have had notice of all of
them.

This Bulletin will be short - not through lack of
material - but in order to give you sufficient notice to
prepare for the AGM and get some items out for our Postal
History Auction. (see next itein).

AHNUAL GENERAL MEETING NOTICE & LGENDA =
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Our FOURTH AGM will be held on saturday 21st APRIL 79
at the Birmingham & Midland Institute commencing at
2,00 pm and will be followed by our innual Postal
History Auction at approx. 3.50 pi.

AGENDA

. Apologiles
Minutes of Last .Gli (available in Roon)
Any matters arising
Officers Reports : Chairman
secretary
Trecasurer
Election of Officers (as above)
Plus ulletin f£ditor
6. 1979/1980 Society IMecetings and Venues
7. 4ny other business.
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AUCTION DETAILS It is hoped that an auvction catalgguc will be
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issued with this Dullctin. HMaterial will De
accepted on the dny as we arc a little short
in items at the momant.
Will all members who have sent list of itewms
to Zditor remember to bring the items with
then on the day. ©Gucests and friends will be
wolcomed at Auction -~ go bring someone along
with you and help suapport your Society in our
last event of the 1976,/72 scason.

Thank you.
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last November =~ and members have had notice of all of
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This Bulletin will be short - not through lack of

material - but in order to give you sufficient notice to

prepare for the AGM and get soie items out for our Postal
: History Auction. (see next itein).
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'AFNUAL GENERAL MELTING

Our FOURTH AGM will be held on sBaturday 21st APRIL 79
at the Birmingham & Midland Institute commencing at
2,00 pm and will be followed by our Annual Postal
History Auction at approx. 3.50 pme

AGENDA

1. Apologies

2. Minutes of Last .Gl (available in Roon)

3., Any matters arising

k. Officers Reports : Chairman
BSecretary .
Trcasurer

5. Election of Officers (as above)

Plus Dulletin &ditor
6. 1979/1980 Society Hcetings and Venues
7. i4ny other business.

It is hoped that an auvction catalggue will be
issued with this Dullcetin. Material will be
accepted on the dny as we arc a little short
in itews at the momoent.

Will all members who> have seunt list of iteins
to #ditor remember to bring the items with
then on the day. Gucests and friends will be
welconed at Auction ~ so bring soneone along
with you and help support your Society in our
last event of the 19786,/79 season.

AUCTION DETAILS
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ODDS AND ENDS from Editor's Post Bag
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MEMDERS

{ilan Spencer has informed us thot the BIRMINGHAM PHILATELIC
SOCIETY will he holding thoiz Luction on Yednesday 25th
April (preview on 18th Apr< ). Items included will cover
the following postal history (including some ZL's fron 1731,
WW1 covers, posta} station.ry cte. .. frec catalogue can be
obtained from Alan by writiune to hin at 2ka Perry Hill Road,
Oldbury, Warley, test Midleonds. Suggest you send a stamp.

Sequel to bIL{hINGHnM AUBBER DATE STAMPS in Bulletin No. 10
by Ted Coles.

Qur Treasurcr, Peter Baxter, tells us that he has the
following items in addition to thosc that Ted has listed:

Colour
Curdworth Birmingham 12 4P 12 Purple
Fen End Birmingham unaatoed Purple
Great Barr Birmingham 12 J0 17 Black
Hall Grecn Birminghaom 2 ML 15 Black
Romsley Birmingham 10 0C 14 Black
Tyburn Birminghan 1 8% 14 Black

No doubt Ted will note these additonal 'rubbhers' - have you
any that have not yet been listed ¥ Look up Bulletin No 10
and check. Let me know so they can be mublished.

(Editor, 13 Station Road, Hinckley, Leics.)

LEAMINGTON SP.i =~ remember the interesting article by Peter
Sharp on the Leamington Post Office (see Bulletin No 12
November last). Ieter Baxter queries the date of 1887 for
the alteration of the squared circle Leamington Spa = he

has one is his posscsion datcd 26 March 1886 - a year earliecr
than previausly published.

Our Treasurer also raises the 1ntcfu ting query as; to why the
tewn name took so long in Ychanging Queen Victoria acceded
to the requests of inhabitants in 1o)u that they ml ht
henceforth style their town "uyql Lu&ﬂlﬂfton Spa He asks
whether the Post Office futhorities resisted the chunme in the
postal markings as resistence to an 'early slogan postmarlk' ?

(and unpaid members) This Bulletin will be sent out to all
members as listed last year - 1f you have not paid your
annval subscription of £1.50 to our Treasurer - please do

so immediately - otherwise this is the last Bulletin you
will receive. _Beli.itkins & R.R.Trevor

We welcome our new members -~ FPeter Daxter and I will get
together and issue details of new mcibers 121 our next

REPOLT ON MARCH MEZTING (held in Leanington Spa on 17th)

lHembers may recall that on the 17th the Midlands was once
again covered in 8NOY. HNevertheless six menbers braved the
snow and arrived at 'Oddfellows Hall'. The small attcendance
did not deter members from niwing a wery informative meeting.
Gay Parker gave a short disuvlny oo loncal history of Bedworth,
Elizmboeth and LEric Lewis joined forces a gave a good display
of Birmingham Duplex Marks. ilichard Yarman, our Chairman,
illustrated n World wide display of postmarks. Peter Sharp,
batting on his own ground, showed ‘iarwick and Leamington
Duplex Marks. Secretary showing a wide range of Machine
Cancellations of Coventry from 1926 to the present day
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{ilan Spencer has informed us that thce SIRMINGHAM PHILATELIC
SOCIETY will he holding tho'x Juction on Wednesday 25th
hpril (preview on 18th Apr? ). Jtems included will cover
the following postal history (including some ZL's fron 1731,
WW1 covers, postal stationory cte. o frec catalogue can be
obtained from Alan by writing to him at 2ka Perry Hill Qoad,
Oldbury, Warley, Yest Midlends. Suggest you send a stampe.
Sequel to BIRMINGHAM <UBBER DATE ST4AMPS in Bulletin No. 10
by Ted Colcs.
Qur Treosurecr, Peter Baxter, tells us that he has the
following items in addition to thosc that Ted has listed:

Colour
Curdworth Birminghanm 12 afF 92 Purplc
Fen End Birminghan undatoed Purple
Great Barr Birmingham 12 J0 17 Black
Hall Grecn Birminghax 2 8. 15 Black
Romsley Birmingham 10 oC 14 Black
Tyburn Birminghan 1 8@ b Black

No doubt Ted will note these additonal 'rubbers' - have you
any that have not yet been listed ¥ Look up Bulletin No 10
and check. Let me know so they can be wmublished.

(Editor, 13 Station Road, Hinckley, Leics.)

LEAMINGTON SPi - remember the interesting article by Peter
Sharp on the Leamington Post Office (sec Bulletin No 12
November last). Feter Baxter queries the date of 1887 for
the alteration of the squared circle Leamington Spa = le

has one is his possesion dated 26 March 1886 - a year earlier
than previously published.

Our Treasurer alsc raises the interesting query as: to why the
tecwn name took so long in ‘changing®. Queen Victorie acceded
to the requests of inhabitants in 13833 that they might
henceforth style their town ?loyal Leamington Spa'. He asks
whether the Post Office futhorities resisted the change in the
postal markings as resistence to an 'early slogan postmari' ?

(and unpaid nembers) This. Bulletin will be sent out to all
members as listed last year - 1if you have not paid your
annuval subscriztion of £1.50 to our Treasurcr - please do

so immediately - otherwise this is the last Bulletin you
will receive. _Boliastkins & R.R.Trevor

We welcome our new members - Peter Daxter and I will get
together and issue details of new members 121 our next

EPOAT ON MARCH MEETING (held in Leanington Spa on 17th)

Hembers may reccall that on the 17th the Midlands was once
again covered in SNOW, HNevertheless six nmembers braved the
snow and arrived at 'Oddfellows Hall'. The small attcndance
did not deter members from naving a wery informative wmeeting.
Gay Parker gave a short disvlny oo local history of Bedworth,
Elizaboeth and Iric Lewis joired forces a gave a good display
of Birmingham Duplex Marks. lichard Farman, our Chairman,
illustrated ~ Yorld wide diwsplay of postmarks. Peter Sharp,
batting on his own ground, showed ‘iarwick and Leanington
Duplex barks. Secretary showing a wvide range of Machine
Cancellations of Coventry from 1926 to the present day.

P.S. We still propose to hold a spceial meeting regarding
the 'care and protection'! of postal history material
whilst in storoge. Watch this space ***

If yeu, as a member, weuld like your Comaittee to
organize a neeting of special interest to you =~ do
not hesitate to let the Sccretary kinow.
(U.S8.Chester, 17 Rock Closc, Coventry, Warwicks.)



HEY MEMBERS
The following are welcomed os new nenbers of the Society

B.:iaBrockes, 129 DBremsgrove .load, Huanington, Halesowen,
John C.W.Field, Francis Fi.ld Ltd. Sutton Coldfield
J.G.Tarleton, 499 Burton Ruad, Hiduay, Nr. Burton on Trent
Mrs. M.4i.Hurst, 14 Shawfield .load, Hladfield, Iyde, Cheshire

Jeolio.Taylor, c¢/o 124 Henhurst Hill, Burton on Trent.

208 ORT ON BURTON ON TRENT MEETING

Members will recall that we held a meeting on 10th February
at The Bass Museum Burton on Trent = thirtcen members
braved the cold weather and visited the Museum to attend a
small but informative meeting.
Our Chairman issucd the illustrated Duplex Cancellation and
Recording shket for sane. i lively discussion followed
resulting in a change in the cutlay of the Recording Shhets.
The amended sheets will be issucd to members at next necting
(and at the 4GM).
John Calladine showed an exccllent selection of County Maps
suitable to enhance any P/H collection,
The high light of the afternoon being cur Annual Competition
in which five membeis displayed five cxcellent nine sheet
entries. Tww members who judged the displays were pushed
hard to find a winner - eventually they were unanimous in
sclecting Eric Lewis's display of 'BIGMINGHAM UNDATED CIRCLES'
as the winner. The Chairman presented Bric with the Society
Shield to kecp for the forthconing 12 months.
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THE MISSENT HANDSTAMPS (' BIRMINGHAM
by Eriec Lewis

Up until 1793 letters scnt to the wrong post twwns were
returned to London for re-sorting at the Dead Letter Office, but in this
vear (1793) it was decided by the Post Office that such letters should
be forwarded direct to their correct Towns with the normal mails with an
endorscment to indicate the reason for the delay. This endorscment was
at first in manuscript but within a few years nany Towns began to use
suitable hondstamps.

One of the first Towns to usc such a handstamp was Dirmingham
where a staight line type was introduced in the early years of the 19th
century. TFig. 1 illustrates the use of this mark on an 1805 cover
addressed to Higham, but it will be seen from the illustration that. the
writer finished the Esq. in such a way that the postal clerk read the
post town as Birmingham. This mark continued in use until it was re-
placed by a single line oval : see Figurc 2,

The second exemple of the two that I have of this typec is on
a letter sheet dated 1825 and shows wear to the oval frame and lettering.
This no doubt led to the introduction of a new handstamp of similar type
but with a double lined oval (Figurce 3) which continued in usc until
the early 1840's when a circular type (Pigure 4) was brought into usc.

The last type used at Birmin ham in the 1850's beforc missent
handstaups went out af use, was astraight line similar to the first
type, but in two lines instcad of threc (sece Figure 5). This is
probably the scarcest of the FIVE types and I have not seen it
illustrated in any published literatuis.

(sec page 4 for illustrations of five types).
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John C.W.Field, Francis Ficld Ltd. Sutton Coldfield
J.G.Tarleton, 499 Burton Ruad, Hiduay, Nr. Durton on Trent
Mrs. N.4.Hurst, 14 Shawfield iload, ladfield, Ilyde, Cheshire

JelioTaylor, c¢/o 124 Henhurst Hill, Burton on Trent.

iy ORT ON BURTON ON TRENT MEETING

Members will recall that we held a meeting on 10th February
at The Bass Museum Burton on Trent = thirteen members
braved the cold weather and visited the Museum to attend a
small but informative meeting.
Our Chairman issucd the illustrated Huplex Cancellation and
Recording shiet for same., 4 lively discussion followed
resulting in a change in the sutlay of the Recording Shhets.
The amended sheets will be issucd to members at next meeting
(and at the AGM).
John Calladine showed an exccllent selection of County Maps
suitable to enhance any P/H collection.
The high light of the afternoon being cur Annual Competition
in which five membeis displaycd five cxcellent nine sheet
entries. Tww members who judged the displays were pushed
hard to find a winner - cventually they were unanimous in
selecting Eric Lewis's display of 'BIXMINGHAM UNDATED CIRCLES'
as the winner. The Chairman prescated Bric with the Society
Shield to kecp for the forthcoming 12 months.
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THE MISSENT HANDSTAMPS (' BIRMINGHAM
by Eric Lewis

Up until 1793 letters sent to the wrong pest twwns were
returned to London for re-sorting at the Dead Letter Office, but in this
year (1793) it was decided by the Poct Officc that such letters should
be forwarded direct to their correct Towns with the normal mails with an
cndorscment to indicate the reason for the delay. This endorscrent was
at first in manuscript but within a few years many Towns began to use
suitable handstamps.

One of the first Towns to use such a handstamp was Birminghan
where a staight line type was introduced in the early years of the 19th
century, TFige 1 illustrates the use of this mark on an 1805 cover
addresscd to Higham, but it will be secn from the illustration that. the
writer finished the Esq. in such a way that the postal clerk read the
post town as Birmingham. This moark continued in use until it was re-
placed by a single line oval : see Figurc 2.

The second example of the two that I have of this type is on
a letter sheet dated 1825 and shows wear to the oval frame and lettering.
This no doubt led to the introduction of a new handstamp of similar type
but with a double lined oval (Figure 3) which continued in use until
the early 1840's when a circular type (Pigurce 4) was brought into usc.

The last type used at Birminsham in the 1850's before missent
handstamps went out af use, was astraight line similar to the first
type, but in two lines instcad of three (see Figure 5). This is
probably the scarcest of the FIVE types and I have not seen it
illustrated in any published literatuw=.

(sec page 4 for illustrations of five types).
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ilext Issue : Will be published somctine in Lugust giving details of
next Season's meetings and programie. In the meantinme
sec what YOU can do about inproving our membership.
Just send name and adidress of potential new menmber to
Peter Baxter, 72 Midhurst Road, Kings Norton, Birminghan.
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A POSTAL HISTORY CROSSWORD ( See Page 6)
by John Calladine
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LIVE and LEFARN
by
Robert A. Fint.

Do you ever wish you pursued a nice easy pastime like
stanp collecting, rather than postal histoery ? I know I do !
I even gave up some years ago and sold my collection - a aove
I haove regretted ever since.

I first discovered postal history in the shape of a few
tatty penny red covers which a friend gave to me. I was so
green that I thought they were marvellous |

Gradually I began to learn a lot more about postal
history and decided to form a collection of Warwickshire
material. Alas I soon found myself spending more and mors money
only to find that I had to let a lot of materials slip through
my fingers because I could not afford it. It was then, in
sneer frustration, that I sold the lot.

Some time later I found that selling my collection had
done nothirg to appease auy desire to collect postal history.
In fect I found my G.B. stauwp cpllection, which I had not sold,
nc louger interested me. Rows of unmounted mint commems left
we cold.

After a lot of hard thinking I decided to start all ovexr
azaia, but this time to restrict myself to my own area:
Huneaton, Bedworth and Bulkington. Shortly aftecrwards a well
knownn postal historian asked me what area I was interested in.
Wnen I told him he chuckled and said "Wwell, there's nothing
worti: collecting from that area so it won't take you long I

He made that comaent three ycars ago. Ever since that
ti:e 1 have been proving hiu wrong !

True, early material is virtvally non-existent - for
instence I still need an example of the Bedworth undated
circular village type mark as listed in the County Catalogue
(any offer anyone ?7) but I have amassed a sizeable collection
of material from the turn of the century onwards.

This includes such items as a scarce Bedworth skeleton
used on a parcel post label; early use of the Nuneaton double
ring cds - 1896; and late use of the Nuneaton duplex - 1911.
More modern material includes postage due items, mis-send and
re-directed mail, slogans and special handstamps.

With the impending cnanges in the handling of Warwicksaire
wmall witu Coventry taking over moct of the work I decided to
expunt my collection to include the whole of the present
ruineaton postal district and at the same time to photograph
every office in the area and to get examples of the postwmarks
used. I did not realises that this would mean visiting nearly
thres dozen officesl

Aslas I live at the Coventry end of the Huneaton postal
digGisict. Thus offices a mile aw=2y come under Coventry waile
mauy runeaton offices are over ths border in ILeicestershire.

I found myself travelling miles 1in'o Lelcestershire villages

I had never even heard of to track inwn the offices in such
nlacss as Barton in the Beans and 3utton Cheney. What at

fivot appeared to be something of a chore vurned out, howeveux,
G0 ¢ ubst pleasant because I discovered many charming villages
on uy travels. |

!
!
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I also cheated slightly by including other nearby villages
in my ccllection of pictures and postmarks which fell outside
the uneston postal district but which were near to me. This
adied another dozen villages in the Hinckley, Coventry and Rugby
districts to my list of places to visit. I have, however,
stopped myself from getting involved with the postal history of
these fringe areas - so far,

Scouring the files of Nuneaton library has also produccd a
lot of information, as of course have the standard works on
postal history. But far from being a simple straightforwavd
area to study I am finding it more and more complicated. Jor
instance at different times different parts of the present posval
district have been served by three different post towns.

Some three years after embarking on this serious study 1.
now realise just how little I know about the postal history of
my own area. One day no doubt all the pieces of the puzzle
will fall into place. But why oh | why did I not stick to those
nice rows of unmounted mint G.B. ? It was all so easy tuen.
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4« Let Spenser go ! (4,5)

8 he quintessence 6f any case (4)

9. 4 peinter indeed but was Hill his father ? (10)

11, 30 etirzs hired but free in the iidland G.®. P.H.S. (4)
12 The State of the pony express ? (5)

14, flas carried mail in the Sudan (4) . .
15, Iresent parlance, if not value, for what two sheets
ueeded in 1840 (3,1,2)
17 &21.1t followed Dockwra (10,5,4)

18, Contents not examined ? (6)

19. . fee paid for this delay (4)
* 20. Plryed i good faith, we hope (5)

24,  Tour collection may be of neat prim co mixed up.... (10)
26. vees but in the sawme place (4)
27. = Ao ual paywment in the Buerald Isle ?  (5,4)

DOII
2. mrelve penny blacks ia one (3)
Ba Cverjoyed little Bdward is overdue inside (6)
4, Revolutionary islander annoyed (3%,7,5)
5. .Jetween morning and evening duty (4)
6 & 16.Payment for 2% ozs 138 years ago (4,5)
7. Rowland's achievewent (3,5,4)
10. Postage due (5,6)
12, Tap door differently for high route (3,4)
13, Helps get rid of duplicates {5,2)
14,22
& 19. Afloat near the white cliffs (5,4,6)
2%, Alternative Eros (&)
25. Snare at cost (3)

Answer will be jublished in next Bulletin



