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Egétorial

The reason this Bulletin follows on so close to the issue
of Bulletin No.7 is to enable it to be 'handed out! at the
special Society meeting held in Durton on Trent on Saturday
3rd December. It will be posted to nembers who cannot get
to Burton. There will be some copies available for guests
and visitors also.

New Members

The following new members aré made welcome to the Socieﬁj
and we look fbrward to meeting them and invite them to
make a contribution to the Bulletin :

Mrs. Ja.h.Hurst : Revd.C.M.Deaver James Bell
14 Shfield Road St.Chadls Vicarage 24 Riddon Drive
Hadfieid, Hyde, Pheasey Hollycroft
CHESHIRE - BIRMINGHAM 2 Hindkley'
(Mrs. Hurst is our LEICESTERSHIR
third lady member) ’

John Catlin Anthony Hudson B. Leigh

331 Stanton Road 24 Lydale Road "~ Keys Lane
Burton on Trent Halesowen Priors Marston
STAFFORDSHIRE W. MIDLANDS Nr., Rugby ‘

: WARWICKSHIR

Alan Woodward

5 Highfield Close
Burton on Trent
STAFFORDSHIRE.

Would all nenbers attending a
mecting for the first time please
let the Chairman know to enable us
to welcome you.

Subscriptions

This Bulletin will be sent to all known menmbers past and
present,
If theve is a c¢ross here cecevssssce the Treasurer

would like to hear from you (51.50 per annum)
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Coventry Meehing Report

L succesful meeting was held on Saturday, 19th Novewmber
at Coventry on the ocdasion of the Lnnual Stamp Fair &
Exhibition at Sibree Hall. Sorie 24 nenmbers attended

and solic very intercsting displays were presented by 11
_members.

The Chairman took the opportunity of handing out to the
nexbers present two key guide diagrans relating to our
research into Midland Duplex Caaccllations and the Double
Cirele Cancellation. (see pages 3 & 5 of this Bulletin).

EXT -MEE: ING SOCIETY : Saturday, 4th Fobruary, 2 pn at the

MidlIand Institute, BIRMINGHAM



ansyer to November Quiz

The question was ‘when was the first true public post
intreoduced in England and whet part of the Country did
it zover',

Fiirst correct answer received was from our Founder/

Chazirmnan, Steve Stobbs who writes :

'The.e is reason to believe that the Zirst Public Posi
was run by a lir. Samuel Jude on the Yest Road to
Plymouth in the 1620's (probably 1626). Another
prominent figure in the West Country connected with the
early public posts was Thomas T‘utchins, the postmaster
of Crewkerne, a stage on the lest load’.

There is a lot still to be ‘'discoveredizbout the 1lst Public

Steve Stobbs receives this montiis'siiall prize. Post.
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oinLUEL JUDE

in the early 1620's Samuel Jude was a wporous' merchant
in London and had much postal business with the West Country.
There was no organized postal systeu for letters from
merchants and they were dependent upon the goodwill of the
official posts or upon the slow Carriers who would charge a
small fee to carry merchants letters.

Lbout 1625 Jude decided that it would be possible, even
profitable - to send his own meszengers down the West road
with his own letters and those of his business colleagues
and contacts.

le established such a service and it appeared to have done
well being used for his own business as well as H. i.Custons,
the Comuissioners of the Havy, thae Last India Company and
"other persons of wealth and gquality’'.

Naturally the lecss of this business upset the Posts.

Jude set up his own Stages to Plyiiouth, provided his own
horses and messengers and made nis own contacts with inn-
keepers. All this was completely illegal as the monopoly
rested with the Master of the Posts and their Stages.
Matters came to a head when Jude's servants employed as
agents in Plymouth tore down bills of the official post.

All parties in the subsequent dispute were called before

3ir John Coke on february 19th 1629,30 to state their cases.
Surprisingly enough Jude was only admonished but licensed to
continue his service.

This decision must have been unpopular with the Posts, who
had expected a clear cut décision in their favour. Sensibly
enough they decided, that having failed to force Jude out of
business by their appeal, they could only compete with hin
by providing a better service. this they did and the ilayors
cf Balisbury, Exeter and Plymouth and 'all other of his
Majesties loving subiects' were instructed to assist the
Posts in iheir endeavours.

This was a wmajor event in the growth of 'public posts' as
for the first time authority had been given for the carriage
of private mail within the 3tat 8
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Jude seens to have been a fore runn¢®- of Villiam Doclkwra
who started his own London post in 1680 and of whom much nore
is kunown.

The oniy personal note that bhes coue to life so far regarding
Samuel Jude was that he had e wife and ten cnildren 'and
they fceared the utter ruin o

PossiLhly more will be known about this fascinating character
in due course.
Lditor.



DZCLIBER

PROVINCIAL TOWK STAMPS

One of the 'strikeg which ajpecr on our Societies Beaded
notepaper is the so called hot cross bun used in Chester
from 1681 to 1686. Below are drawn three other early
provincial town stamps in outline. A 'swall prigze' will
be sent to the first member who .cnds to the Editor the
name of the Towns in which they were used :-

oK ok 0
IA MY ) '
T i
(B9 “/{) i
[ S—" oz N %d
Fig. A Fig. D. Fig.C
Circa 1696 Circa 1696/7 (centre lettiers
Cone om -~ have a go ' ¢ omitted,
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Roller cancellations have not been uscd on many occasions in
Tngland but Birmingham has tuice (sec contcmporary nark nmaking
it thrice-.ditor) used this mecons of cancelling adhesives.

In the late 1850's when bock —-ost and newspaper wrappers were
often damaged by normnal metal landstamps due to the soft nature
of the contents, a roller canccllation was introduced incorp-
orating Birnminghan's rumeral 75 (see Fig One).

Figure Two shows this Tollor uscd on a wrapper which was found
'to contain writing'. In view - £ this, the wrapper was hand-
stamped ‘riore to Pay' and surcharged as a lettor. The Post
Office had special de agtments o exanine sich mall as
depicted in the print drawn by iaryy ‘urness wwho also
amusingly caricatured the enviore to celebrate the rost Offic-
Jubilee in 1890) See TFig. Three.

The other ocassion when Birmingham used this type of cancelle:x
was in the 1880's when parccl post was first introduccd. A
suitable means was found to cancel soft parcels with a roller
having ‘'Birmingham' between straight bars as shown in Fig Four.
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TIE DUPLEX CANCELLATION AND THE DOUBLZ 2ING CANCELLATION

Our Chairman, Richard Farmen, has prepared two excellent key

guide diagrams indicating the basic parts which form the two

cancellations referred to above.

These key guide diagrams are av-ilable to every member of the

Society to enable you to assist the Society in conpiling and
ions as were usecd 'in the

. .
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reccrding a list of such cance
Midlands'.
WHAY YU CaN [0 TO ABSL3T
L) To determine the variocus TiT7T0 used.
Go through your collection and record the various styles
you have referring to the lizy diagram guide. Lither sketczh
out or photstat (if possible; the various alternative
i{ypes that you have and foruard list direct to lichard
" Farman at 124 Hemhurst Iill, Durton on Trent, ..taffs (or
iet him have them at a Society mccting)
To determine the period of use of such cancels.
Same exercise as above, noting town name/official office
numiosr and date or dates nsed -~ if you have more than one
of the same strike. Please do all you can to assist
with this project. We hope to publish the results.
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'fBIRMINGHAM
- ROLLER
ANC LLATIONS
by ; ,
:Erlc Lewis

Flg. A Incorporatlng numeral“
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Flg. 2. As used on a parcel wrapper of books 1850
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Fig. 4. leferenx type. used on
parcel Wrdoping 1880

The Detective Departmentjsearching the ¢ i,
Newspapers (for writing inside the wrapping)

:*******x*********mmn{******************'**'*nu*******t***t*#**awﬂé,*b&**#*i‘.**"**

Is thas a contemperary roller cancellation ?
As used on a parcel 24th November 1977
- Bditor



LHI COVeNTRY DuUﬁLE RING CANCELLATION (or Double Circle)

Trying to devise the best me

thod of recording these marks, 1
have come across problems, but

first let me give some facts.

It would seem the Duplex and Double Ring narks were used
together because I have examples of the Duplex being used up
to 1905 and my earliest Double ting is TFeb. 1899 and ended
in general use at the eud of 1912 when the Kragg Machine
cancellation %took over, although you can find examples of
the Double Ring being used as late as 1921, but only as
stand-~by canceliation.

The code number runs from 1 to 7 also the wide and narvow
cross. The 0.D. ring sizes range from 24, 25, 25.5, 26,
26.5, 27, 27.5 mn.

The letter heights are 2, 2.5 aud 3 nm.

The method I have used to record the Double Ring is to put
the vears 1895 to 1925 down the left hand side of the sheet
and the OD sizes along the top of the paper 24 to 27.5 nm.
The three letter heights I have called a, b and c.

2 na, b = 2.5 mn and ¢ = 3 mwm.

Example Double Ring cancellation year 1904, code 6 and
letter sizc 2.5un
Look down the L/ column and find the year 1904 then
go straight across the page under the 26 um column
and mark down 6b (& for bhe code and b for the
letter height).

Problens

The problems scent to be in the ueasuring. I doubt whether the
half mm sizes are correct, most likely due to the way that
the cancellor was applied, becouse there are relatively few
half sizes in relation to the full mm sizes. The sane
problem applies To the height of the letters, here you can
measure in one quarter mm sizes.

To enable me to manage the recordings I have ignored the ID
ring sizes because in the majority of cases thiis is dctermined
by the OD and the height of the letters

However I have less than 150 exaiples to get my data frou, so
we would like to hear fron any other member who has any
measurement or recording, even if they are from another Town.
It might mean that we could establish a pattern as these
cancellors were all mace by the GLO.

It would be ideal if we could follow up this article with
somme findings in the next Bulletin. So please give us as
much information as soon as possible. Forward to me or the
Chairman.

.8.Chester, 17 Rock Close, COVENTRY
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The contents of future Bulletins depend on Y0U. Let me have

the material and it will be published.

Have not had any Wants, Exhange and For Sale iteus, am running

short of articles, how about your latest acquisition =~ how much

it cost you, what. it was and "Hcre you zot it

Your exwneriences and thoughts on visiting one of the many

Stamp Fairs/fiuctions would be of interest to other members.

8o come con - do something for the Socielty - we are very nearly

50 strong now and an intercsting Dulletin will retain the

nembers who cannot attend our meetings.

Anything worth printing to Jon Daker, 13 Station Road,
Hinckley, Leics.

Thank voi - Mervy Christios - next Bulletin early 78
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