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Editorial

WHALT ABOUT THAT ARTICLE 2

“You no doubt made a mental no.'c after reading previous

Bulletins to get down and write a short article for your
Socicty = 8ive the Editor a pleasant Christmas Present

and put pen to paper pleasec.

John Calladine's article 'The New Jerusalem' published in
our last issue will shortly be printed in *'Stamp Collecting
Yeekly" and he has kindly dohated 50 % of his fee to the
Society - this will assist with our postage bill and is the
reason why this Bulletin is posted to you.

SOCIETY . MEETINGS at the AGH it was decided to 'hand out!

Bulletins at the various Society mcectings to 'reduce our
overheads' - but if you are like nc (and need reminding -of
2 monthlymeetings) it could mecan that aticndance at our
neetings could slowly diminish instcad of increasing. So
we are doubly thankful to John Calladinc = for his articles
and contribution towards postages. snyway, our November
mecting details : (and this remindcr)

SATURDAY 19th November at Sibrec Hall, COVENTRY
Comnmencing at 2 peme with up to nine sheets from
members. How about your nost rccent acquisition ?
Dont forget to get therc carly and visit the
Coventry Philatelic Socictics ANNUAL EXHIBITION
and DEALERS FAIR. Snaclks cnd teas available.
ns usual guests will be made welcone.

R R R R R R R R R Ll L E R

POLTICOMING EVENTS

Bogcuber

February

"Judging Postal History & Preparation of Exhibits”

To be held at 'The Bass liuscun' at Burton on Trent

on Saturday, 3rd December at 2 p.ite It is hoped that
we get a wide attendance at this meeting which is the
first of its kind (as far as we know) to be held.
Members will be welcomce at the earlier time of 11 an
by our Chairman, lichard Foruan. who will act as @
guide for those wishing to 'tour the Huseum' before
the meeting.

iChoice of the Afternocon’” (scc Mirutes of last LG
which are enclosed.) This mucting will be held on
Saturday 4th February, 2 pi at Midland Institute in
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Editorial

WHALT ABOUT THAT ARTICLE 2

You no doubt made a mental no.'c after reading previous
Bulletins to get down and write a short article for your
Socicty = Bive the Editor a plcasant Christmas Present

and put pen to paper pleasec.

John Calladine's article 'The New Jerusalem' published in
our last issue will shortly be printed in 'Stamp Collecting
Weekly'" and he has kindly dohated 50 $% of his fee to the
Society ~ this will assist with our postage bill and is the
reason why this Bulletin is posted to you.

SOCIETY MEETINGS at the AGH it was decided to 'hand out!
Bulletins at the various Society mcctings to 'reduce our
overheads' - but if you are like nc (and need reminding -of
2 monthlymeetings) it could mecan that atiendance at our
neetings could slowly diminish instocad of increasing. So
we are doubly thankful to John Calladinc - for his articles
and contribution towards postages. osnyway, our November
meeting details : (and this remindor)

SATURDAY 19th November at Sibrec Hall, COVENTRY
Commencing at 2 pe.m. withh up to nine sheets from
nembers. How about your most rccent acquisition ?
Dont forget to get therc early and visit the
Coventry Philatelic Socictics ANNUAL EXHIBITION
and DEALZRS FAIR., Snacks wnd teas available.
As usual guests will be madc welcone.
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FO.NICONING EVEINTS
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"Judging Postal History {: Preparation of Exhibits"

To be held at 'The Bass liuscun' at Burton on Trent

Deccitber on Saturday, 3rd Tecenber at 2 p.ite It is hoped that

T we get a wide attendance at this meeting which is the
first of i¥s kind (as far as wec know) to be held.
Members will be welconc at the carlier time of 11 an
by our Chairman, .ichard Fforuan. who will act as o
guide for those wishing to !'tour the lHuseum' beforc
the meeting.

iichoice of the Afternoon’ (scc Mirutes of last LGI!

which are enclosed,) This meoting will be held on
February Saturday 4th February, 2 pii at lMidland Institute in
MMM Birminghan « our usual mceting place.

'Postal History Luction' and L.GoM.
ipril Has been booked for 8th ipril at Midland Institute
Birmingham. Further details to be issued.
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ansuer to August Quiz

The illustration was of a stamp usced by tue Head Post Office
(Returned Lettar Office) boiweon Jonuzry 1868 and April 1069
to mark a letter which had been through the R.L.C. ie thec
Returned Letter Office.

tlizabeth Lewis who scnt

Congratulations to Society uenber Hrs,
cceived a 'small prize!)

the first correct answer. (and r
NOVEIBER QUIZ

The earliest'letter‘known is hiceroglyphic or pictographic being
a series of signs of little picturcs to convey a message carved
in stone (and clay) and dating well before 3,000 B.C.
Subsequent 'letters' on papyrus, poper and parchment followed.
“hen was the first true public post introduced in England ?
‘/hat part of England did it cover ?

Not to be confused with "the Royal liail' or letters sent by
Pr.vate Carrier, or The ierchant Posts.
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BIRMINGHLM ITEHS TO LOOK OUT O No. One by DLric Lewis

Dirmingham was one of the few towns to have a five bar duplex
handstamp - this was used for a short time in 1866.

Of the three covers that 1 have seen, thc carliest date was
1%+th Lugust, 1866 and the latest datc being 12th Novenber 1866,

It is always worth while locking out for this postmark (which
is illustrated below) as it is not gencerally known that a five
bar duplex is very much scarcer thon the usual three or four
bar item, and there is always a chancc of finding one at a
inodest price.

The only cther towns that I know that also used a five bar
duplex are Liverpool and Southampton. Poerhaps our nembers nay
know of some others ?

"

This short article by ¥ric Lawis norks the first of Birminghax
Items to look out for - we look out for ecubecquent intcbesting
articles by Eric.

Fditor,
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NO Yants, for sale or exchange rcquests received from ncitbers
this month. Surely you cannet” bho satisfied with all
that you have got and what you want. HNo charge for
publication. Jon Baker 13 Station Rd. Hinckley Leics.
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by John Calladine.

In the summer of 1974, a corrcspoundeuce in 'Stomp Collecting!
nagazine discussed the subject of Britain's Scarcest Cancellationfi.
smong the nominations was a first day strile of the earliest
Birminghamn spoon but the candidate provoking most discussion was
England's only true ‘flag cancel' =~ the impression of the Imperial
iiail Haiking Machine.

It is illustrated in iLlcock and Iiolland's book "British
Postuarks, /. Short History and Guide on page 104 (i & H No.2411) but
the text gives no indication of its rarity. DNor does it secm that the
background to this cancellation is widely known. Probably the best
account can be found in a booklet by /.G.5titt Dibden "Early Stamp
linghines' published by thc Postal History Society in 1964 in an
cdition of only 150 copies. Unfortunately the booklet is now aliost
as scarce as the cancellation !

fnmerican and Canadian collectors arc morc familiar with flag
cancels than we are and a specialist socicty exists in the United
States. It has probably crossed the minds of many British collcctors
that the wavy line cancels that disfigure our stamps night be put to
better use. /4 waving flag emblem is an attractive alternative and it
could have provided a happier celebration of the Qucen®s Jubilcee than
the universally condemned Jubilee stanps.

i Canadian flag cancel of the 1897 jubilee is illustrated at
figure 1 and it is this very cancel that lies at the heart of the
story of the Imperial Mail Marking Machinc.

In July 1896, the Imperial Mail liarking Machine Company of
Canada offered the Post Office a trial of a flag cancel machine. The
offer was accepted a year later and it secns certein that the Post
Office borrowed an actual die of the Canadian Jubilee flag cancel in
usc in Mormftreal and which is identical, oxcept in minor engraving
detail, to figure 1. A4 trial was run in nid-1897 without the Canadian
dated circle (sce Figure 2) and later with a London dated circle of 25
‘ovoaber 1897. Only a single exanmple of the latter trial is known. In
neither trial is it likely that the canccllation was postally usecd,

However a third and final trial was conducted in the spring
of 1898. The cancellation-die had, by then, been changed to a flag
bearing a Union Jack and the word "England’. Stitt Dibden states that
the machine was used on March 15th, 17th, 10th and 21st, 1600 perfect
inpressions being produced in each of the two half hour ruins on 17th
and 21st March. It has since been suggested that the final run was of
only 20 minutes duration and that the fisurce of 1600 may be cxcessive,

The correspondence in 'Stanmp Collecting' produced the
following reports of known impressions of the 'England' flag
15th March : a postally used cover in the collection of lr.
Frederick Langford of Pasadena, US. (This is
the only known couplcte envelope but Stitt
Dibden gives its datce, more plausibly as 17 Har)
17th March : in envelope front adiresscd to a Mr. Chorley.
This is illustratced ot figure 3.
18th March : None
21st March An on~piece impression on a penny lilac cut from
the envelope, not by the present owner, but by
his predecessor.
Of Unknown Date : /(i commercially uscd example on a 41 brown
postal staticnery card (seen ot a suall
Philatelic Socicty).
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. 'England's Ilag Cancel’
Continued

There seens no reason why cnvclopes or postcards with this
scargc cancellation should not have been sent to Midland addresscs
and there attractive appearnce nakes it probable that sone were
preserved. Ls only one complete envelope has so far been recorded,
o sccond would provide a usceful finalc to anyone's postal history
display !

Hote It would indeed be intercsting to know why the postal
authorities did not proceed with norc gencral use of
this atiractive cancellation. Perhaps they could not
agree financial terms 'and royaltics' with the Inpcrial
Mail Marking Machine Conpany of Canada?

Editor.
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1ULES for RECEIVERS at PROVINCIAL TOUNS in ZHGLAND!

Published for Her Majesty's Stationery Officc in 1869 (27 pages)

Photostat copies of this booklet are ovailable on application to
our Chairman, Richard Farman, 124 Henhurst 1Iill, Burton on Trent
Staffordshire on receipt of £1 towards Society FFunds.

It is a very interesting publication for collectors of Midland
postal history and covers such subjects as :

Rates of Postage Exciptions from Postage

Book post & Newspapers Registration

Letters errors & Fincs Stamnping

Postage stanps Despatches

Stamped labels ; Stanped envelopes

etc. cic.

o o I o S B R A A o S R S
Glossary of Postal History Ternms (first scction) L -B&C
.bove Priviliege Number : & stamp applicd to a letter disallowed

under the Franking System
L letter disallowed under the Franking

above Weight

System

amnbulant : Railway

ipre's le Depart ! Too Late

M 5 Lroy Post Office

susstellung : Exhibitin

Avion L Liir Mail

Dackstamp : i ostanp apslied to the reverse of a
letter, usually indicating transit or
receipt.

bahnhof ¥ Redilway Staticn

bishopmark 3 The first stanp, invented by denry
Bishop (1051). 4 circle divided !
horizontally, top segment indicating
month and lowcr half the day of posting.

Conccllation [, stanp uscd as an obliterator.

7

/. cover bearing stanups of two different
coujitrics.

iLin envcloneca

Stanps uscd by Dritish and French Post
Offices, cnbodying a stated amount of
currcncy.

A ko mrantinnad  (Noes anvone know of other .o = B and C 's ?)
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Combination Cover

Cover
Currency Stanmp
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