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WELCOME TO 4 NEW SEASON 1997/1970

The last Bulletin was published in February of this year - so
you Huve not missed one. Since then we pave had our A.G.M.
(Minutes of which will be published in the next issue) and our
first Auction - which was a limited success. More nembers
attending next year pleasze.

At the A.G.M. subscriptions were deternined at £1.50 per head
sonme members already paid before the new subscription was
finalized -~ so they will probably be getting a letter from the
Treasurer.

We have arranged an interesting and varied programue for you
this coming szeason (sece below) and hope you will agree that
niembers will be getting value for moncy. o please try and
interest potential new menbers. Jou are at Jlborty to bring
any potential new nenbsr along to any of our meetings as a
gueuta it

If every present menber could introduce a new menber during the
coming year we would achieve well over our target of fifty
members - so who do you knoew who will be interested ?

-‘UGRAVMV OF EVENTE 1977/41978 (make a note in your Diary NOW)
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Next meeting 3 SATULDAY 10th Scptember

Location : Ste John Ambulance Hall HINCKLEY
Time : 2-00 until 4,30 (Brunel :oad)
WVHY HINCKLEY ? There is a STAMP FAIR & EXIIHITION

fromn 10 until 5.30 at the saue place
at which 12 dealers will be present
many wvith postal history meterial.
Hinckley can be casily rcached by
Hetorway - the ﬂé and the new M69

Teas and Snacks
available if you
come early to visit
Stamp Fair

Judging Postal History To be held at YWIE BASS MUSEUL®

and Burton on T rent (sce cnclosure)

Pﬂc ihitd Saturday, 2rd December at 2 pile
CCLA I " .

ngi%,} Members vho wish to tour the Museun

with a guide and take lunch in the

. well znnointed snack bar before the
afternoon mecting will be welconed by
our Chairuan {who will act a guide)
at 11 cine Vell worth a visit « really
good scmple room at the cud.

Nice surroundings for aur aftericon
mecting

b

Unlike all other meetings planned for this year there is noc necd
to btring any postal Histiry meberial with you to Burton on Trent




P2CGRAMIME CONTINUED (not in datzl order)
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COVENTRY MEETING Saturday 19th Novenber at Sibree Hall
Coventry.

Stamp Dealers and

Feliibi tion As }asu year, Covegtr¥ Philatelic
x B Society JSnnual Exhibtion all day -
snacks and Teas 5 ) - ; : y
. . with our nceting starting at 2 pn.
available. . - ) e
Nine shecets please.
1973
Saturday February 4th Both mecetings will take place at
and Midland Ipstitute, Margaret St
Saturday April 8th Bipninghom coumencing At 2 p.ils

a

Last mecting of the season ; details to be determined

ANITULL COMPETITION It is planned thrt we hold an Hnnual Competition
with a Society Shield to be awarded for the
winning entry - to be displayed at the following
Midland Philatclic Federation Annual Displaye.

to be judged at
our February

meetin . N a 2 - .

& Further details will be issued in the next
Bulletin. 8o start thinking about your entry now.
*::::::::.‘:::::::::::::: P e e R R R R N S R R N e R RS SRTS s

ansver to February Quiz

CiIIYISTMAS DLY - a special postuark to casure delivery on 25th Dccember
Bould be posted anytine from 12th December and held
back for delivery on Christmas Day. Some ten different
types were used betwecen 1902 and 1909 mainly ia the
Counties of Lancashire, Cheshire and Yorkshire. Also
used in a few main towns in Ingland as well as Douglas
in the Isle of Man and Glasgow. ¢
All marks are very scarce - but be careful when buying
as some are of 'doubtful origin'.

Whato does this strike
denote

A 'small prize'! will be sent to first menber
scnding answer to Bulletin Editor
13 Station Road, Hinckley, Leics.

BULLUTIN ARTICLES required for next issues of our Bulletin ~ one
illustration and about 500 words ideal -~ so how about
YOU.
Congratulations to our nember, John Calladine whose
article published in the February Bulletin was printed
in a recent issue of 'Stamp Collccting Veckly!l.
There is a further article by John on following page.
It is rot difficult - you nust have something which can

be illustrated and writtcn about - try your hand.

iJants, TFor Sale, Exchange let nie have any requircments you may vish
- to publicize under thesc headings for our next issue
please. Therc is no charge to members and you may well
be surpriscd at the result.
Bulletin Bditor, Jon Baker, 13 Station Road
Hincllcey , Leies.
B R o LT N e A I S R IR i o I ot o o b o i B
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One of the many attractions of posval history is the
8Gcasional opportunity to divert from its highway into a by-lane
often quite irrevalent. We should find such distractions no
surprise since the letters we handle contain history at a personal
level inappropriate tn the volumes studied at school and
frequently more interesting. _Such is the excuse fcr sketching
out the story behind one unexceptional cover - no, it must be
correcty described as an 'entiref since, without the contents
of the letter, the clues in the address would have been missed.

I was seeking mileage marks of Stourbridge (Wozestershire).
Th2 letter illustrated above provided a very fair example of the
1801 stancdsrd mark with 'Stourbridge' in a straight line and the
boxed mileage, 135 beneath. The routie from Stourbridge to London
clearly went 'round the {irekin' (nect literally) in the 1800's;
to-day's wileage would be guoted as near 120. The letter is
addressed to Mrs. Foley at the Rev'd Bruce's, Inglesham, Nr.
Lechlade, Gloucestershire and is dated September 4th 1806.
(By tuat date some towns were using mileszge marks with “he sides
of the mileage box remcved but marks issued before 1803 sometiames
continued in use for another thirty ysars.)

ity dearest Wife" the letter began and it was signed "Your
ever faithful and affectionate Husband" - Thos. P. Foley" - how
splendidly formal. It was a long letter btutc, after wishing his
wife a pleasant journey to Painswick and Inglesham, the writer
quickly came to matters of sowme importance. "On the part of my
Adversaries" he wrote, "all waz quiet till last night when I
received... a letter from the Bishop nf Worcester desiring me
to attend his Lodship... at Hartlebury Castle... about the business
of Sunday last -~ I rejoice exceedingly that I am going before his
Lordship (fully relying on the Captain of my Salvation). I do
not fear of shaming and confounding all wy Adversaries; and
blessed by God ! I feel as bold as a lion..."

The writer then described the preparations for the meeting
and continued "To-night I fully expect a letter from our dear
friend, Joanna, and wmost probably I shall have some fresh
directions from that quarter. I think the tempest is gathering
and.. will burst vpon the guilty and the wicked - my next letter
to you will probably decide whether you are o proceed to
fxeter... I have written an entire and full account of these
strange eventful matters for a cerbfain guarter which you know of
should I find it necessary to forward the account there'.

40y postal historian would have to be of an unusually
unquestioning disposition i1f his Curiosity were not aroused.
There were plenty of clues to the writer's identity and it was
soon resolved that the Patron of St. Mary's Church, 0ld Swinford,
Stourbritge at the time was the Fourth Lord Foley and the Rectorx
nona other than Thomas Philip Foley M.A. (1797-1835). Whatever
the trouble, the Reverend Foley apparently retained his liking !



But what were the "sitrange eventful matters" referred tlo
in thz letter ? The clue was nearly missed - the reference to
VJoauna! onre it's significance was spotted, the story unfolded.
Around the year 1800, a group of churchmen became convinced that
s lacy by the name of Joanna Southcott could perform miracles
an¢ wake prophecies. The sect was centred in the South-West
(hence the visit of Mrs Foley to Exeter calling on other
believers during her journey) but Thomas Foley was one of the
prophetess's mcst faithiul disciples and for a time she made
her hoame at 01d Swinford Rectory with the Foleys. Foley
believed that the Day of Judgement would be signalied by the
birth of a new Messiah to Joanna Southcott. In preparation for
the fateful day, he had a white horse ready - saddled in his
stables, prepared to carvy him in triupph. to the New Jerusalein.
What Foley had preached in his sermons can only be conjective
but it is not surprising that word of it reached the Bishop of
Worcester !

Joanna Southcott was buried in a London cemetary and hexr
followers awaited her resurrection which she had prophesied.
Some years later the Gomb was found broken open...

I thought that would be the end of tvhe story until T came
acnoss a boxed advert in a national newspaper last year telling
all that Joanna Southcott could still save us. T was tempted
to allow distraction to beccme addiction but resisted the urge.
after all, it started from a siuple mileage mark and the rest
is far divorced froa postal history. But could I be forgiven
if I included just a tiny picture of Joanna on the album page ?

Post-script from our new Chairman

it is with great pleasurce that I take over the chair and < your
behalf I would like %o extend our thanks to Mr. Steve Stobbs who
has firwmly established us as The Midland Postal History 3ociety.
I would like to explain soume of the projects we would 1iie
o achieve with your help during the cowxing session. As you
know, we initiated the cataloguing of the Duplex, Squared
circles, spoons single and double ring cancellatione marks
continuing whers the County Editors finished recording for .x.
M. Willcock. It would be appropriate to peint out that we

have the service of two County Editors as members of the Scvciety.
The idea is to pass information on to our collators of each of
the different cancellations and in future Bulletins we will
publish a guide to each type. This is so members who have
material in their collections, but do not study that particular
aspect can easily identify the information required by the
collators. '

We are also making provision for an extra meeting to try
and set out some guide lines on judging postal history. It is
2zlso hoped there will be sufficient time to cover "prepariu; o
coupetition entry".

#¢ hope that with your continued support in attending
aectings and contributions to the Bulletin the Society will
ﬁlogrish and make a valuable contribution to British Postel
Tistory.

Richard. Farman
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Note From Treasurer ; if there is a black cross heie
I have not yet received youwr secscea

subscription - thank you
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